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French defence minister visits Israel 

bS.TtSS' 1 ' De ?"“ Minisia Charles Milton 
f iST** Vran ® ■*« » discuss regional 

developments and military cooperation, French offlri^said. 

Wednesc !f y 31 ** defence 

Tel Aw; tbe first swh meeting between the two men, amin- 
^spokesman said The issue of a possible depbymem of 
French trot^ in Sou* Lebanon in the event of an Israeli with- 

f“ SP ° keSman ^ the 
past Me Milton tas said he was in favour of bolstering France’s 

military rofern South Lebanon where a battalion of French 

““PS* ^ United Nations Interim Force 
In Lebanon (UNIFILj, During a debale last week in Israel cen- 
wringooapo&sibje withdrawal by the Jewish stale form the 
‘■secirnty rone ir has wcupied in South Lebanon since 1985, 
depones from across the political spectrum suggested French 
soldiers could replace the departing Israelis. 
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Zeroual meets parties on elections 

.ALGIERS i AFP) — Algerian President Li amine Zerouai on 
Tuesday assured officials from 10 political parties that upcom- 
ing legislative elections would be held in safety, and proposed 
dates for the poll’s first round The president suggested either 
May 29 or June 5 for the first round of neu elections. Mr. Zer- 
oual played down the insurgency by militants which has left 
an estimated 50,000 people dead since the military cancelled 
Algeria's last general elections in 1992, said Sofiane Djilali, 
deputy leader of the party for Algeria's Renewal. Algerian 
journalists meanwhile placed a wreath in the capital's press 
headquarters and observed a moment of silence in memory of 
three colleagues killed ai the site by a deadly caibomb exact- 
ly one year ago. Two journalists, Mohamad Dhortun and 
Djamel Dcrraza, and a chief editor. Allaoua Ait Mebarek, all 
employees of Soir d’Algerie. were among 21 killed in a cur- 
bomb explosion at the Maison de la Presse. 
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Palestinian women 
prisoners hits snag 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A last- 
minute court appeal by far- 
right Israelis delayed the 
scheduled release Tuesday 
of more than 20 Palestinian 
women due to be freed 
from Israeli jails under 
long-standing peace agree- 
ments, officials said. 

Implementing a pardon 
ordered by Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
under the terms of the 1 995 
Oslo peace accords 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians, prison author- 
ities released six of 31 
women slated for liberation 
Tuesday. Many of the 
detainees were implicated 
in anti-Israeli attacks. 

Bui the process halted 
when the- supreme court 
issued an injunction late in 
the day barring the release 
of six other members of die 
group who had been arrest- 
ed offer the Oslo agreement 
was signed. The rest of 
those still in jail then 
refused to leave in solidar- 
ity with the six. 

The court was acting on 
an appeal lodged by a 
group called the “Victims 
of Terrorism Assdciation.” 
which had a first petition 
against the releases reject- 
ed by the supreme corn! 
Monday. 

The court was due to 
meet late Tuesday to recon- 
sider die cases of the six, 
bur it refused to call off the 
other pardons, the 
spokesman said. 


On Monday, judges threw 
out a petition from the same 
group trying to block the 
prisoner releases. The new 
petition filed Tuesday 
claimed that not all 31 
women prisoners being 
released were on the list 
authorised by the govern- 
ment. 

The original list included 
only women who commit- 
ted crimes before the SepL 
28. J 995 signing of the 
interim Israel-Palestiniari 
peace agreement that stipu- 
lated the releases. But Mr. 
Netanyahu and Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai decided to 
release six women who 
committed crimes after that 
date as well, an attorney for 
the government said. 

Most of the released 
women were to have been 
taken to the Palestinian- 
ruled West Bank town of 
Ram all ah for a welcoming 
celebration led by Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat. 

Relatives and friends of 
the detainees danced and 
sang in the street through- 
out the day awaiting the 
women's arrival, but the 
celebrations died down as 
the hours dragged on. 

Before the injunction was 
issued, authorities freed 
one high-profile prisoner. 
Lamya Marouf, who had 
served J I years of a 25- 
year term for her involve- 
ment in the kidnapping and 
killing of an Israeli soldier. 

Ms. Marouf. 32, a Brazil- 


ian-born Palestinian, was 
taken straight to the airport 
and deported to her home 
country. Her husband, Taw- 
fik Abdullah, is serving a 
life sentence in an Israeli 
jail for commanding the 
operation. 

Tuesday’s prisoner 

release was supposed to 
provide a new boost to the 
peace process after Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat 
broke months of stalemate 
in January by reaching 
agreement on the long- 
delayed withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from most of 
the West Bank city of 
Hebron. 

The Hebron package 
included a renewed Israeli 
commitment to release the 
women prisoners and 
resume negotiations on 
other extensions of Pales- 
tinian autonomy called for 
in the 1995 accords. 

Mr. Netanyahu heads for 
Washington Wednesday for 
talks with U.S. President 
Bill Clinton, and dose 
aides said the Israeli prime 
minister hoped to use the 
prisoner release and 
Hebron agreement as proof 
of his commitment to' the 
peace process (see page 2). 

All female Palestinian 
prisoners should have been 
freed immediately after the 
September 1995 signature 
of the Oslo interim peace 
agreement. concluded 
under the previous, Labour- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli planes destroy Hizbollah 
radio station; Netanyahu wants 
Syria to curb guerrilla attacks 
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BAALBEK (Agencies) — 
Israeli warplanes Tuesday 
raided the ancient city of 
Baalbek in eastern 
Lebanon’s Befcaa Valley, 
destroying a radio station 
run by Hizbollah. Lebanese 
security officials said. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
that continuing attacks on 
Israeli occupation forces in 
Lebanon would not keep 
him from trying to rekindle 
peace talks with Syria. 

“A halt to terrorist attacks 
in Lebanon is not a condi- 
tion for resuming negotia- 
tions with Syria,” Mr. 
Netanyahu told reporters 
during a visit to the Israeli- 
Lebanese border zone. 

“We reject attempts by 
the Syrians to impose pre- 
conditions for resuming 
talks so there is no reason 
for us to set any,” be said, 
referring to demands by 
Damascus that Israel enter 
peace negotiations with a 
promise to withdraw from 
the Golan Heights. 

Reiterating Israeli accusa- 
tions that Damascus was 
ultimately responsible for 
actions of anti-Israeli guer- 
rillas in Lebanon, Mr. 
Netanyahu added, “it is 
obvious though that peace 
negotiations cannot suc- 
ceed if Syria is indirectly 
waging war against Israel.” 

He- went on to call on 
Syria, which has 35.000 
troops in Lebanon, “to act 
firmly and directly to rein 
in terrorist actions in South 
Lebanon.” 

Mr, Netanyahu is expect- 
ed to discuss ways of 
resuming negotiation's with 
Syria when he visits Wash- 


ington later this week (see 
page 2). 

During Mr. Netanyahu’s 
tour of the north. Israeli 
warplanes carried out a 
series of raids against sus- 
pected positions of the 
Hizbollah guerrilla move- 
ment and a Palestinian fac- 
tion in the Syrian-con- 
trolled Bekaa valley of East 
Lebanon, Lebanese author- 
ities reported. 

Hizbollah 's Voice of the 
Oppressed radio station 
went off the air after it 
received direct hits from 
four air-to-surface missiles, 
said the officials, spealdng 
on condition of anonymity. 

They said two Palestinian 
guerrillas were wounded in 
another Israeli air raid near 
the Lebanese-Syrian bor- 
der. while there were no 
reports of casualties from a 
third raid on a base belong- 
ing to a Palestinian group 
south of the Lebanese capi- 
tal Beirut. 

The Hizbollah station is 
located about one kilometre 
from Baalbek, a * major 
stronghold of the group 85 
kilometres northeast of 
BeiniL 

The security officials said 
four Israeli jet fighters 
staged two sorties at 1.15 
p.m. (11:15 GMTl on the 
radio's transmission sta- 
tion, completely destroying 

it. 

Targeting Hizbollah’s 
supply lines and propagan- 
da outlets has been part of 
Israel’s campaign to try to 
weaken the group. Israeli 
jets had in the past attacked 
the same radio station, 
which broadcasts anti- 
Israeli statement. 


The warplanes Tuesday 
also bombed suspected 
guerrilla targets in the 
towns of Lucy and Sultan 
Yaqoub near Baalbek. 
Later, two Israeli heli- 
copters attacked a major 
base of the popular from for 
the liberation of Palestine 
— General Command. 

The helicopter gunships 
fired three missiles on the 
base in the hills at Naameh. 
16 kilometres south of 
Beirut. 

Heavy smoke billowed 
from the stricken area, but 
no casualties were reported. 

A Lebanese civilian was 
wounded, the police said. A 
Hizbollah spokesman 
accused Israel of violating 
the April 26 ceasefire 
agreement that put an end 
to the Israeli offensive into 
Lebanon in J996. 

“It is an attempt to raise 
the morale of Israeli sol- 
diers after the defeats they 
have been facing, mainly 
after the helicopter crash 
and the operation in Blat,” 
where seven Israeli soldiers 
were wounded on Sunday, 
he told AFP. 

Two Israeli helicopters 
collided last Tuesday on 
their way to Israel’s self- 
declared “securin' zone” in 
southern Lebanon, killing 
all 73 soldiers aboard. 

“They are hitting the 
antenna to put an end to the 
psychological war we are 
launching through our 
media,” the spokesman 
added. 

Syria on Tuesday 
demanded that any U.S. 
letter of guarantees accom- 

. (Continued on page 3) 



An Israeli bulldozer on Tuesday flattens a bedouin shack to make room for the expansion of a West Bank 
Jewish settlement near Jerusalem after evicting the residents of the encampment (Reuters photo) 

Israelis raze more bedouin homes; 
scuffles erupt over stone quarries 


OCCUPIED WEST BANK (Agencies) — Israeli bulldoz- 
ers levelled the tin shacks of 1 1 Palestinian families' on 
Tuesday, sweeping away a bedouin encampment to make 
room for the expansion of a Jewish settlement in the West 
Bank. 

In a separate development Palestinians scuffled Tuesday 
with Israeli soldiers guarding a West Bank site where 
Israeli companies plan to operate seven quarries for build- 
ing materials. 

- Palestinian legislators complained that .Israel was seizing 
the Palestinians’ natural resources, and that setting up the 
quarries violated the lsraeli-Palestinian peace agreements. 

On Tuesday morning, hundreds of Palestinians rushed to 
the site near the Palestinian-controlled town of Tulkarem 
after word spread over mosque loudspeakers that Israel had 
begun surveying the land. 

Palestinian legislator Hassan Khreishe said about 300 
Palestinians faced off against 300 Israeli soldiers who 
pushed back anyone trying to reach the surveyors. Mr. 
Khreishe said four demonstrators were injured by beatings. 

The army declared the site a closed military area and set 
up roadblocks to keep more protesters from reaching the 
area. 

Mr. Khreishe said the peace accords stipulated that the 
opening of quarries had to be approved by the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). adding that Israel had not 
obtained such approval from the PNA. 

The legislator said Israel expropriated about 2,500 acres 
of privately owned land for the seven quarries. He said the 
land was seized in an area that was to come under Palestin- 


ian control in March, as pan of Israel's gradual troop pull- 
back in the West Bank. 

“The Israelis are not acting according to the agreement,” 
Mr. Khreishe told the Associated Press. 

A spokesman for Israel’s outgoing military government in 
the West Bank, Peter Lemer. said the land earmarked for 
the quarry was "state-owned" and slated to remain under 
Israeli control. 

He said the quarries were a joinr lsraeli-Palestinian pro- 
ject. and that at least one Palestinian would own a factory 
at the site. However. Mr. Khreishe said the two Palestinians 
who had originally planned to join the project had changed 
their minds. 

Israel Radio said that Tulkarem Mayor Izzedine Sharif 
warned over a month ago that Palestinians would use vio- 
lence to protest the construction and would not allow Israel 
to take the land. 

In the other incident at least two Palestinians were hurt, 
including a 1 3-year-old boy. as police officers carried and 
dragged members of the Jahalin tribe who sat on the ground 
arm-in-arm refusing to budge. 

“They are throwing us out like donkeys,” one of the 
bedouin shouted. 

African and Thai workers hired by Israeli occupation 
authorities to help in the evacuation hauled mattresses, pil- 
lows and clothes on trucks while bulldozers ploughed 
through the tin shacks of the 11 families forced out of the 
site. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Crown 
Prince 
arrives 
in Paris 


PARIS iJ.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan armed in Paris 
Tuesday at the beginning 
of a three-day official visit 
during which he will hold 
talks with French officials 
on (he Middle East peace 
process. Franco-Jordanian 
relations and regional and 
international issues of 
mutual concern. 

Prince Hassan. who is 
scheduled to meet with 
French President Jacques 
Chirac and President of the 
French National Assembly 
Phillipe Seguin on 
Wednesday, held talks with 
French Prime Minister 
Alain Juppe before an offi- 
cial dinner which Mr. 
Juppe hosted in honour of 
Prince Hassan. 

In a statement issued at 
the eve of Prince Hassan 's 
arrival. France emphasised 
the importance of the talks 
which Prince Hassan 
would hold with French 
officials. 

The statement, issued by 
the French foreign min- 
istry. stressed the important 
role Jordan plays in the 
Middle East and the King- 
dom’s “courageous and 
clear policies" in support of 
the peace process. 

The statement praised the 
role played by His Majesty 
King Hussein in helping 
the Palestinians and Israel 
reach the agreement on 
Hebron after months of 
stalemate in the peace 
talks. 

The statement also reiter- 
ated France's commitment 
to strengthening Jordanian- 
French relations and Euro- 
Mediterranean cooperation 
and expressed support for 
the Kingdom’s economic 
reform programme. 

(Continued on page 7) 


S. Africa to decide on arms Sudan seeks to mend 
deal with Syria next week fences with Ethiopia 


CAPE TOWN (Agencies) 
— The South African gov- 
ernment may announce 
next week whether or not it 
approves a controversial 
deal to sell weapons to 
Syria, the head of the coun- 
try’s arms commission said 
Tuesday. 

“It is for the cabinet to 
take a decision on this and 
it could be next week,” 
Kader Asmal told reporters 
here. 

“It is a contract offer and 
the cabinet must decide 
whether Denel (South 
Africa's main state arms 
producer) can go ahead” 
with the sale, he said. 

The contract is w-orth 
$640 million and includes 


the sale of tank firing con- 
trol systems. 

Four or five companies 
are involved in the deal. 
Mr. Asmal said. 

The government could 
announce its decision after 
a meeting next Monday of a 
bi-national U.S.-South 
African commission 

presided both by U.S. Vice 
President Al Gore and his 
South African counterpart 
Thabo Mbeki. 

Mr. Gore is scheduled to 
visit Cape Town between 
Feb. 14 and 17. 

The United States has 
criticised the proposed 
arms sale to Syria — which 
it accuses of sponsoring 
international terrorism — 


and hinted that Washington 
could suspend aid to South 
Africa if the deal goes 
ahead. 

Last week South African 
President Nelson Mandela 
said his country would not 
allow other countries to 
dictate its foreign policy 
and that it would go ahead 
w'ith the deal if it was in the 
country ’s interest 

“If the Syrians are happy 
with the quality* of South 
African technology we will 
sell them arms they have 
asked for and we will not 
care about any kind of 
threat,” Mr. Mandela told 


(Continued on page 7) 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Sudan's . secret services 
chief visited Addis Ababa 
last week on a secret mis- 
sion to try improve Khar- 
toum’s relations with 
Ethiopia, the Arabic daily 
Al Hayat reported Tues- 
day. 

Citing a “Western diplo- 
mat" in Addis Ababa the 
paper said that the Ethiopi- 
an authorities had condi- 
tioned acceptance of the 
offer on Sudan first “offi- 
cially withdrawing accusa- 
tions" that Addis Ababa is 
backing rebels in Sudan — 
something the source said 
was unlikely to happen. 

Sudan has accused 
Ethiopia, along with 
Eritrea and Uganda of 


backing rebels who 
launched a major offensive 
earlier this month against 
the military-backed gov- 
ernment in the east of the 
country. 

All three countries have 
denied the claims. 

Sudanese rebels have 
been fighting the military- 
backed government since 
1983 to free the mainly 
Christian and unimist 
southern Sudan from domi- 
nation by the Muslim. Ara- 
bised north. 

According to Al Hayat. 
the Sudanese security- 
chief. Qotbi Muhdi. trans- 
mitted Khanoum’s desire 
to "normalise relations with 

(Continued on page 3) 


Netanyahu may not seek Abu Marzouk extradition 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu is likely not to 
push "the United States to 
extradite to Israel a Hamas 
leader sought on allegations 
of financing and plotting 
attacks on Israelis, a news- 
paper said Tuesday. 

Mr. Netanyahu met with 
senior cabiner ministers this 
week to discuss the case of 
the Hamas leader, Musa 
Mohammad Abu Marzouk. 
ahead of his departure for 
Washington on Wednesday. 

The Yediot Ahronot 
newspaper Tuesday quoted 
government officials as 


saying Mr. Netanyahu was 
likely" not to ask for Mr. 
Abu Marzouk's extradition 
to Israel and instead request 
he be sent to a different 
country in the Middle East. 

Asked about the report. 
Mr. Netanyahu aide David 
Bar Ilian said: “We are 
studying the issue and will 
decide on it in the next few 
days." 

Mr. Abu Marzouk 
dropped his fight against 
extradition last month, 
paving the way for a trial in 
Israel. 

Hamas has warned of 
renewed violence should 


Mr. Abu Marzouk be sent to 
Israel. 

Hamas said Tuesday it 
would “strike" U.S. inter- 
ests if Washington decided 
to hand over Mr. Abu Mar- 
zouk to Israel. 

The Hamas leadership 
“took the decision to strike 
and to hit back if the United 
Stales makes this move” to 
extradite Mr. Abu Marzouk. 
imprisoned in the United 
States since July 1995. its 
representative in Lebanon. 
Mustafa Al Libdawi, told 
the Kuwaiti daily Al Rai Al 
Am. 

“In the past Hamas has 


given plenty of examples of 
reprisals as the movement 
knows revenge well and if 
it promises, it delivers." 
Mr. Libdawi said in an 
interview, adding that “the 
movement is able to hit the 
targets it wants to attack." 

He wamed: “In case of 
extradition of Mr. Abu Mar- 
zouk. the region would 
enter a tornado of vio- 
lence." 

Mr. Libdawi said media- 
tion had been attempted by 
King Hussein, who “pro- 
posed giving shelter to Abu 
Marzouk to defti.se the cri- 
sis and avoid turning him” 


over to Israel. 

Yediot said Israeli intelli- 
gence agents have recom- 
mended" that he not be 
brought to the Jewish state. 
Hamas attacks in Israel 
could harm fragile lsraeli- 
Palestinian peace talks. 

There has been some 
media speculation that Mr. 
Abu Marzouk could be 
extradited to areas con- 
trolled by the Palestinian 
National Authority. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat plans to ask U.S. 
President Bill Clinton in 

(Continued on page 7) 
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EVICTED: Israeli military policemen evict a struggling man, a member of the 
jahalin tribe, from his encampment to make room for the expansion of a 
West Bank Jewish settlement near occupied Jerusalem (Reuters photo) 


Clerides expects moves for 
Cyprus settlement this year 


Netanyahu hopes to reap benefits 
of Hebron deal during U.S. visit 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
heads to Washington 
Wednesday hoping recent 
breakthroughs with the 
Palestinians will earn a 
sympathetic hearing for his 
views on the peace 
process's direction, close 
aides said. 

Mr. Netanyahu will meet 
President Bill Clinton 
Thursday with his credibil- 
ity as a peace maker boost- 
ed by last month's Israeli 
troop withdrawal from 
most of the West Bank city 
of Hebron. 

The atmosphere will be 
in marked contrast with his 
last White House visit in 
October for a crisis summit 
called by- Mr. Clinton after; 
Palestinian frustrations 
with Mr. Netanyahu's 
hardline policies erupred 
into gunbattles across the 
occupied territories which 
left more than SO people 
dead. 

At that time. Mr. 
Netanyahu's repeated 


promises to pursue the 
Palestinian autonomy 


process launched by his 
labour predecessors were 
drowned out by his refusal 
to pull out of Hebron or 
cany out any other specific 
measure called for in 
signed peace agreements. 

“Ptcmous meetings with 
the Americans were under 
the shadow of Hebron. 
Now Mr. Netanyahu can 
go and sav. ‘look. I was 
true to my word, this is 
what has been done, the 
doubters can now examine 
mv record' .'* said one 
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senior Israeli official who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

"This trip is very impor- 
tant for Netanyahu person- 
ally," he added. 

Officials said Mr. 
Netanyahu intended to 
press his vision for the 
future of the peace process 
not only with the Palestini- 
ans but also with Syria. 
Lebanon and the rest of the 
Arab World. 

‘This is a good opportu- 
nity for the prime minister 
to air issues above and 
beyond Hebron. In past 


meetings with the Ameri- 


cans he didn’t have the 
chance to go conceptually 
into how the future of the 
peace process will look.” 
one official- stud: ; j ' ; 

Mr. Netanydhu ■ policy 
adviser David Bar-Illan 
said topics to be discussed 
included the next steps in 
the Palestinian autonomy 
process as outlined in the 
Hebron protocol, including 
further handovers of terri- 
tory in the West Bank, and 
the upcoming resumption 
of negotiations on a perma- 
nent peace settlement. 

The trip will also be the 
Israeli leader’s fust occa- 
sion to meet officially with 
Mr. Clinton's new admin- 
istration. notably Secretary 
of State Madeleine 
Albright and Defence Sec- 
retary William Cohen. 

"We're entering a new 
phase and it's very impor- 
tant for Israel to explain its 
point of view to Washing- 
ton. especially because it is 
a new team,*' an official 
said. 


Mr. Bar-IUan said Mr. 
Netanyahu would also pre- 
sent Mr. Clinton with ideas 
for breaking the year-long 
freeze in peace negotia- 
tions with Syria, while 
resisting any pressure to 
commit Israel to territorial 
concessions on the occu- 
pied Golan Heights. 

“Netanyahu is going to 
search for a formula to sat- 
isfy the Syrians, so they 
will return to the negotiat- 
ing table without compro- 
mising Israel's approach 
on refusing preconditions 
concerning land-for- 
peace.” Mr. Bar-Illan said. 

He added that Mr. 
Netanyahu was unlikely to 
seek a new U.S. diplomatic 
push which would involve 
•■the’ kind of, shuttle* diplo- ■ 
macy to Damascus carried, 
out by former Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher. 

“I don’t think there is any 
feeling of a need for an 
American mission to Dam- 
ascus at this time, the main 
effort is just to resume dis- 
cussions,” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu's three- 
day visit will kick off a 
series of Washington meet- 
ings with Middle East 
leaders which U.S. offi- 
cials say are designed to 
use the Hebron break- 
through as a springboard to 
get the full regional peace 
process back on track. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat is due at the 
White House on March 3 
followed a week later by 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and then King 
Hussein on March 18. 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Cypriot President Glafkos 
Clerides said in remarks 
published on Tuesday that 
movement towards a settle- 
ment on divided Cyprus 
could begin this year. 

He told the Irish Times 
that international mediators 
must “coordinate their 
efforts under the good 
offices of the United 

Nations secretary-general” 

Mr. Clerides said that sep- 
arate U.N.. European Union 
and United States initiatives 
represented a case of “too 
many cooks spoil the 
broth." 

He said mediators had to 
talk to the Turkish govern- 
ment and set a time frame 
within which Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denk- 
tash could negotiate. 

It also needed to talk to 
the Turkish military, which 
has maintained a 35,000- 
strong troop presence on the 
island since it invaded it in 
1974, he said. 

Mr. Clerides said the 
United States was begin- 
ning to question the impor- 
tance of Turkey as a mili- 
tary ally because of “funda- 
mentalism, the Kurdish 
problem, low economic 
standards, poor conditions 
in terms of per capita 
income, unrest due to the 
failure of democratic gov- 
ernments to solve problems. 

“It (the United States) is 
prepared to mount a rescue 
operation but not certain it 
will succeed.” he said. 


The Cypriot president 
said Washington was look- 
ing for new allies in the 
Eastern Mediterranean — 
Israel, Greece and Cyprus 
— on which it could base its 
regional policies. 

Newly appointed U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright “and 
the United States are begin- 
ning to realise that Cyprus 
is not an extinct volcano.” 
he said. 

“It may erupt, so they 
must lessen tension and 
military confrontation as a 
prerequisite of solving the 
problem.” he said. 

Asked about his govern- 
ment’s controversial deci- 
sion to buy Russian surface- 
to-air missiles, Mr. Clerides 
said the weapons were 
purely defensive. 

“We’ve also bought the 
very newest T-80 tanks the 
arms are purely defensive. 
We’re not going to provoke 
a war with Turkey.” 

Turkey invaded northern 
Cyprus in 1974 in response 
to a short-lived coup engi- 
neered by the military rul- 
ing in Greece at the time. 
Both countries. with 
Britain, are guarantors of 
Cyprus’s independence 
under a 1960 treaty. 

NATO members but bitter 
rivals. Turkey and Greece 
nearly went to war last year 
because of a dispute over a 
tiny, uninhabited island in 
the eastern Aegean sea. 

In New Delhi, Mr. 
Clerides slammed British 


Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind for suggesting that 
neither Greece nor Turkey 
had shown the political will 
to resolve the Cyprus ques- 
tion. 

“The British foreign sec- 
retary seems to be very ill- 
informed,” Clerides told a 
news conference- ‘The 
intransigence is only from 
the Turkish side as the Unit- 
ed Nations secretary gener- 
al's office will tell you." . 

Mr. Rifkind. in a BBC 
radio interview aired Tues- 
day evening, said the two 
countries could “end up 
going back to war again” if 
the Cyprus crisis and the 
dispute over the ownership 
of Aegean islands lingered. 

Mr. Clerides blamed 
Turkey for refusing to end 
its occupation of the island 
which has claimed some 
6,000 lives and defended 
the purchase of Russian 
missiles — criticised by 
Britain as “unnecessary” 
and provocative. 

He said large number of 
Turkish F-16 fighter planes 
deployed near the Cyprus 
coast had prompted the pur- 
chase, adding: “Since 

Cyprus does not have an air 
force, we decided to buy the 
missile. 

“There are 16 months 
from this month for the mis- 
siles to be delivered. If an 
initiative is launched suc- 
cessfully. Cyprus will 
become a demilitarised 
island." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pro-Israeli militia frees 7 prisoners 


MARJAYOUN (R) — The pro-Israeli South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia has freed seven prisoners from a: 
jail inside Israel's South Lebanon occupation zone 
militia sources said on Tuesday. The SLA sources said, 
the captives, all inhabitants of the border zone, wen>- 
released from Khiam jail on Monday on the occasion 
of the ‘Eid Al-Fitr. Eight Khiam prisoners were-, 
released on Jan. 12. The latest releases brought to 177. 
the number of prisoners freed from the jail in two 
years. About 145 Lebanese and other Arabs are iSttfl- 
held without trial at the hilltop prison. The Khiam 
prisoners are mostly anti-Israeli guerrillas, villagers 
who refuse to pay taxes to the SLA and people who 
refuse to let their sons be conscripted into the SLA. 
Some 1,000 Israeli troops and the 3.000-strong SEA 
hold the 15-kiIometeres wide South Lebanon zone. to 
prevent cross-border raids on northern Israel. 


U.S. troops deploy in Kuwait for exercise 


KUWAIT (R) — U.S. ground forces have started a 
new deployment in Kuwait ahead of a joint exercise, 
the United States embassy said in statement on Tues- 
day. “U.S. soldiers have begun to deploy front; the 
United States to Kuwaiti” it said without disclosing 
the size of the force. The troops, from the First Caval- 
ry Division in Fort Hood. Texas, will take part in 
“Intrinsic Action 97-1" exercise, the first of a series of 
war games by U.S. ground troops planned for 1997. 
Since the U.S.-led Gulf war liberated Kuwait in 1991 
after a seven-month Iraqi occupation. Washington has 
been holding year-round exercises in Kuwait. Arriving 
troops will draw on heavy armour, including main bat- 
tle tanks, which Washington has pre-positioned at 
Kuwait's Camp Doha for immediate use in case of a 
new crisis. 


Man gets life for raping pregnant woman 


KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti court sentenced a foreign- 
er for life in prison for raping his friend’s pregnant 
wife, AJ Qabas newspaper reported on Tuesday. It said 
the victim was nine months pregnant when she was 
raped. The daily said the convicted rapist was an 
unemployed foreign resident but did not give his name 
or nationality. 


Hanley to discuss business, security in Gulf Saudi envoy denies report on prostitutes 


DUBAI (Agencies) — 
Britain’s minister of state for 
foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, Jeremy Hanley, will 
arrive here Friday to discuss 
trade and Gulf security during a 
visit to the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) and Qatar, the 
British embassy said. 

Mr. Hanley will attend the 
inaugural meeting of the Unit- 
ed Kingdom/Dubai Joint Trade 
Committee on board the royal 
yacht Britannia here as well as’ 
visit the Jabal Ali port and free 
zone, the embassy said in a 
statement Tuesday. 

He will have talks with min- 
isters and other senior figures 
as pan of Britain’s “continuing 
efforts to strengthen links with 
countries in the Gulf.” it said. 
Mr. Hanley, a conservative 
member of parliament (MP) 
for Richmond and Bames, wfll 
then visit Abu Dhabi on Satur- 
day for the opening of an Ori- 
ental art exhibition where the 
works of 3 1 British artists will 
be on display. 

Mr. Hanley will travel to 
Qatar on Sunday for talks with 
Gulf Arab officials about bilat- 
eral and regional issues, includ- 
ing Iraq. 

He will attend the European 
Union/Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) Committee 
Joint Ministerial Council. The 


GCC groups die UAE. Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwaiti Bahrain 
and Oman. 

“Britain strongly supports 
closer cooperation between the 
EU and the GCC and has a 
strong interest in the security of 
the Gulf," Mr. Hanley said. 

‘The Gulf stales offer excit- 
ing commercial prospects. I 
look forward to discussing the 
opportunities for British busi- 
nesses* in -Dubai; Abu. Dhabi 
and Doha.” he added. 

Mr. Hanley, whose visit to 
the Gulf ends on Monday, last 
visited the UAE in November 
1995 and Qatar in October 
1996. 


Prince Sudtan to visit Paris 


Saudi Arabia's Defence and 
Aviation Minister Prince Sul- 
tan is due to visit Paris on Feb. 
22 for bilateral cooperation 
talks, Saudi newspapers said on 
Tuesday. 

From there, he will head for 
Washington for talks with U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen and other officials. 

The newspapers gave no fur- 
ther details and officials were 
not immediately available for 
comment. France, which buys 
one-quarter of its oil from 
Saudi Arabia, is the kingdom's 
thud biggest arms supplier 
after the United States and 


Britain. Weapons sales average 
$1.2 billion a year, roughly 
equivalent to civilian exports. 

France, Britain and the Unit- 
ed States are competing for a 
major contract to supply Saudi 
Arabia with main battle tanks. 

Diplomats say France also 
hopes to tum a memorandum 
of understanding on radar sur- 
veillance systems for zone and 

bor ^ i 

soon. 

The United States said last 
month that Saudi Arabia was 
shopping for jet fighters but 
reacted cautiously to a report 
that Riyadh would buy up to 
100 Lockheed Martin F-I6s in 
a muItibOlion-doDar deal. 

U.S. Defence Department 
spokesman Ken Bacon said the 
Saudis were seeking replace- 
ments for their ageing fleet of 
114 F-5 fighters bought from 
the United States in past years. 

A fighter package wQuld help 
ease tension between the two 
governments after two bomb- 
ings in Saudi Arabia in little 
over a year that have killed 24 
Americans, diplomats say. 
Saudi Arabia, one of Washing- 
ton’s staunchest Middle East 
allies, already has a variety of 
U.S. arms on order worth $25 
billion until the end of the cen- 
tury and also has a huge arsenal 
of European weapons. 


JAKARTA (R) — The Saudi Arabian ambassador to 
Indonesia has said there are no Indonesian women, 
working as prostitutes in his country, the Republika 
newspaper reported on Tuesday. “There are no 
Indonesian women working as prostitutes there,” 
Ambassador Abdullah Abdulrahman Alim told the 
newspaper during a gathering on Monday in Cisarua, 
West Java, of Jakarta-based ambassadors from the 
Middle East. “The law in our country is strict enough. 
It is impossible we will let such immoral activities to 
.4eyeJo&>« jw ; qpwnfr j Jhe offifij^^ara news 
agency quoted Indonesian minister ‘for women's 
affairs Mien SugandhL -assaying last -Thursday she 
would soon visit Saudi .Arabia to investigate the plight 
of “hundreds" of Indonesian women working there as 
prostitutes. She did not disclose the source of her 
information. 


14 dead in Iraqi clash over land 


AMMAN (AFP) — A unit of Iraqi special forces 
clashed with dan members north of Baghdad in a dis- 
pute over agricultural land, leaving 14 people dead, 
Iraqi sources arriving in Amman said Tuesday. The 
special forces, commanded by Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein’s younger son Qusai. were sent by an influen- 
tial member of Baghdad's ruling elite to seize some 
disputed land in the A1 Kuraiat area from a local clan. 
The unit tried to seize the land by force on Feb. 4,; 
resulting in the deaths of three of the special forces 
soldiers and 1 1 civilians from a local family, said the 
sources. Among the casualties was the officer leading 
the unit, captain Salah Khairi. who was given an offi- 
cial hero's burial on Feb. 5, the sources added. Iraqi 
clans, especially those in areas outside Baghdad, are 
often heavily armed. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 The Muppet Slum 

14:30 Carmen — Aiheniure.s 
nf the Rainbow Pond 
15:00 ... French Programme*. 

16:00 Euuli 

Rcve.ileJ 

16:30 Escape from Jupiter 

I7:IM> News Flush 

17:02 Due. — Challenge 

17:30 Border Town 

18:00 French Programme 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Grace 

Under Fire 

20:00 ....Doc. — Challenges 

21:10 Drama 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Cobra 

23:00 Hun in Hart 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Terra Sanctu Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Cathulic Church 
Tel 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 77 175 1 . 
Amman International 
Church Tel. 827126 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. S2432S. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Lattcr-Dav Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nararene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. SI 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


ity readings: Amman 40 per 
cent. Aqaba 33 per cent. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Skies will be partly cloudy to 
sunny becoming cool at night 
and winds northwesterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
norhterly moderate and seas 
calm. 


Dr. Nidal AlAss'ad 851673 

Dr. lssamAlAsmar -890504 

Dr. Osama AJ Husseini 847289 

Dr. Khaldoun Kloub ....SI 67 15 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...8902S0 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 

A1 Saiam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisaxu pharmacy 637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy — 625672 

K’ajib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Baker .276852 

A1 Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa Shaheen 995170 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...9854 17 


Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605 800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdaii Telephone Repairs 
66M01 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan .............774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 


EMERGENCIES 


HOSPITALS 


Amman 02/12 

Aqaba 07/20 

Deserts 00/14_ . 

Jordan Valley 14/19 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 11. Aqaba 18 Humid- 


Food Control Centre .6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

CivD Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 


University Hospital 845845 
Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 
The Idarak, Abdaii 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdaii 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mniiajreen777 1 0 1 /3 

Al-Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marka. 89 161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865 199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 
109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
109)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital(09)9S6732 
A1 Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 


Hospital 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khah'di Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 64244 1 /2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636 140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 669 1 3 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

07:25 Damascus (RJ) 

07:35 Lamaca (RJ) 

07:50 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dhabi. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09.-00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

14:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

15 JO Cairo (add) (RJ; 

16:25 ..Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 

16 J5 Frankfurt (RJ) 

16:45 Istanbul I RJ) 

17:05 Paris (RJ) 

17:45 .... Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 
17:50 ....Brussels, Vienna (RJ) 
18:10 ....Xondon, Berlin (RJ) 

18:10 Rome (RJ) 

20:30 New Delhi 

(RJ) 

22:50 Berim(RJ) 

00:10 .Cairo (add) (RJ) 

03:55 Singapore, Kuala 

Lumpur (RJ) 


15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15 -*45 Algiers ( AH) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:00 ....Paris, Damascus (AR 

21:40 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:20 Lamaca (CY) 

22:45 Athens. Beirut (OA) 

23:10 Istanbul (TK) 

23:15 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 London (BA) 


!3:50 Beiruti Abu Dhabi, 

Karachi (PK) 

!4-J0 Tunis (TU> 

15:5 0 Vienna (OS) 

10: 30 Shariqah (AH) 

22:50 .Tel Aviv {LY) 

23:10 Larnaca(CY) 

23:55 ...Damascus, Paris (AF) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 Marka (RW) 

2° : S0 Aqaba (RW) 


Royal Wings (RW) Rights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 Tel Aviv (RWi 


departures 

09:20 Amsterdam. New York 

(RJ) 

09:45 Rome (RJ) 

10: ^° Berlin, London (RJ) 

11:10 Istanbul (RJ) 

11:25 Casablanca (RJ) 

Cairo (add) (RJ) 

19:15 Dhabi, Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ) 


Beirut (RJ) 

Si?? Bombay (RJ) 

Cairo l RJj 

^‘1^ Riyadh (RJ, 

riTT D hah ran (addj(Rj) 

21:00.. Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ, 
00:15 Sana’a (RJ) 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at tbe 
Queen Alia International Air- 


Other Flights 

° 9*-30 Cairo (MS) 

10130 —.Jeddah (SV) 

12:35 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 

! 2:40 Abu Dhabi (GFi 

L3 : 30 -..-Tunis (TU) 


Other Flights 

?j!:™ Be™ (ME) 

11:00 ..HudaiS. SMM'iVv) 


UpperAawer price in fils per kg! 

Apple.. 700/500 

Banana, 55W550 ; 

Banana (imported) .920/750 

Cabbage _.....70/40 

Cam* ^220/150 

Cauliflower. ^70/150 

Cucumber (large) .300/150 

Cucumber (small) 450/250 

Eggplant- 150/100 

Fava beans .820/550 

Gartic 1150/950 

Grape fruit 170/100 

Lemon ..40<V250 

Marrow (large) 220/140 

Marrow (small) .^ 360/220 

Onion (green) _.I7Qfl40 

Onion (diy) .200/120 

Orange ..SJflliSQ 

950/700 

Pepper (hot) .280/150 

Pepper (sweet) .400/220 

Potato .290/180. 

Radish iQdft£ 

Spinach 2201160 

String beans 650/400 

Tomato _„.17tyi00 
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Jordan to participate in pan- Arab 
meeting in Cairo on commerce 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will send a 23- 
member delegation representing Jordan’s 
federations of chambers of commerce and 
industry to participate in a meeting later 
this month m Cairo by the Federation of 
the Arab Chambers of Commerce, Industry 
and Agriculture (FACCIAJ. 

Secretary of the Amman Chamber of 
Industry Ah Dajani told the Jordan Times 
that Chairman of the Jordan Chamber of 
Commerce Haidar Murad will lead the 
delegation to the meeting, scheduled to 
commence Feb. 22. 

The main topic for discussion at this 
meeting, he affirmed, is the Pan-Arab Eco- 
nomic Declaration, which is being 
finalised by the FACCIA general secretari- 
at as well as a draft project covering the 
creation of a free-trade zone in the Arab 
World in 10 years time. 

According to Mr. Murad, the declaration 
will be a first step towards the revival of 
the idea of an Arab common market which 
has not yet been applied, although 
approved by the Arab World in the early 
195Qs. 


Mr. Murad told the Jordan Times that the 
main idea of the meeting is to enable Arab 
countries to embark on free trade without 
customs duty, as well as a free flow of cap- 
ital and workers from one Arab country to 
another 

Jordan has been keen on implementing 
this idea, be said, and once the declaration 
has been made. Arab countries will gradu- 
ally reduce customs duty over a 10-year 
period. 

An executive programme regarding ways 
to activate an earlier agreement on promot- 
ing inter-Arab trade will also be on the 
agenda, he added. 

The delegates will discuss a proposal 
regarding goods entering into the free- 
trade zones as national products, provided 
they adhere to pan- Arab specifications and 
standards, according to Mr. Murad. 

The meeting is to be attended by dele- 
gates representing 21 Arab countries and 
will discuss how to best help Arab coun- 
tries adapt to World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) requirements and protective mea- 
sures for national goods. 
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Electric company installing generators 
at Aqaba Thermal Power Station 


AMMAN (Petra) — The National Electric 
Power Company iNEPCO) is currently 
implementing the second stage of the 
Aqaba Thermal Power Station which 
entails the installation of 130-megawatt 
steam-run generators and civil works, 
according to NEPCO Director General 
Mohammad Saeed Arafeb. 

In a statement to the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, he maintained that the com- 
pany expects to see the second stage of the 
project become operational during^ the sec- 
ond half of 1997. 

Mr. Arafeh estimated the project, which 
will boost the station's capacity to 320 
megawatts, as costing $180 million. 

He said that the project also entails laying 
3.136 kilometres of new cables and wires to 
cany electric power to various parts of the 
Kingdom's southern regions. 

The electric power is expected to be fully 
provided to these regions by the year 2000. 

Additional electric energy has been 
deemed necessary to meet tire Kingdom's 
needs which grew last year by 10.6 per cent 


as compared to 8.4 per cent in the previous 
year. 

Referring to cooperation between 
NEPCO and the Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources, Mr. Arafeh affirmed 
that this cooperation enabled Jordan to 
reduce the volume of imported fuel by 
214.000 tonnes last year, saving an estimat- 
ed S19.3 million, by exploiting gas found at 
Risheh in the generation of electric power. 

Mr. Arafeh stated that the project of sup- 
plying power to rural regions, has so far 
succeeded in the provision of electric 
power to more than 400 villages, heretofore 
costing the company JD 24 milli on. 

He described the linkage project between 
the national grids of Jordan and Egypt as 
expected to be completed during 1997 and 
that the next step will be linkage of grids of 
Svria, Iraq and Turkey to be completed in 
1998. 

The linkage project is being implemented 
in stages and will eventually cover Egypt, 
Syria, Jordan, Turkey and Iraq by the year 
2002. he said. 


, . Aqaba hutdimand restaurant owners 
bemoan ‘sluggish season,’ but retain Optimism 


...i s|\\iJ 7 ! 
IkijIi'bJ ®*' 1 

jj | Vi 'pit £ ! 

-.1 llll-'J-V ■ 
| , i k . M.k , lllSS j 

.. |ll |’\ JlUt. . 

, ilk' ||< sec.- ■ 

. '..■Ill .1 

. i.-us J- 

*|ViUl''f| 
.il i.iiinb-’-j 
.Ik- 

.■>.o sii "’ 11 J :' I 
. ,. v * .uIJcj ; 

• ,.k- M*: 


i j .. is i<i Ih . 


By Taiiya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AQABA — The Aqaba 
sun combined with the 
*Eid AI Firr holiday has not 
lured as many visitors as in 
past years, with a sluggish 
tourist season and cool 
temperatures keeping trav- 
ellers at bay. 

During past Eid AI Rtr 
holidays, hundreds of Jor- 
danians flocked ro revel in 
the comforts Aqaba has to 
offer, choosing to leave the 
crowd and noise of 
Amman behind for a little 
calm by the sea. 

This Eid, Aqaba hotels 
bemoaned the lack of 
tourists, reminiscing about 
the days when hotel occu- 
pancy was frill and the 
beaches crowded with 
families. 

“We have a mere 60 per 
cent occupancy this sea- 
son, compared to full occu- 
pancy in the past," said 
Ruth Banealan. a recep- 
tionist from the Coral 
Beach Hotel, “Aqaba is 
becoming too quiet." 

Cool temperatures also 
played a part in the near 
empty beaches, with chilly 
winds keeping most out of 


the water and those on the 
beach covering their swim- 
suits, despite the bright 
sun. 

“Many people cancelled 
reservations with us this 
week as, since the weather 
was so cool, they decided 
to stay home," Ms. 
Banealan added. 

One American tourist 
visiting Aqaba for the first 
time expressed delight in 
the city, exclaiming 
“everyone was so nice and 
it was so sunny and warm 
compared to Amman!” 

“It is very cold now and 
not as many people are 
coming as before, but we 
are optimistic about the 
future,” Abu Habeeb. 
owner of the celebrated Ali 
Baba restaurant, told the 
Jordan Times. 

According to tourists and 
hotel owners, pan of the 
problem lies in the under- 
development of the city. 

“Eilat has a life, maybe 
24 hours, tourists like to 
dance.” Nael Kittani, 
receptionist from the Holi- 
day Inn International, 
explained. “Aqaba has no 
night life." 

“The downtown area 
seems a bit haphazard; 
there is an opportunity for 


the city to make money 
and it should return to the 
community,” Carol SiJwa- 
dL an American tourist, 
stated. 

All of the hotel and 
restaurant owners with 
whom this reporter spoke 
appeared optimistic about 
Aqaba’s future and some 
suggested the creation of 
coffee shops and night- 
clubs to spice up the city. 

“Hopefully, the Ministry 
of Tourism will take the 
opportunity to build up 
Aqaba,” Mr. Kittani said. 

Perhaps the most opti- 
mistic Aqaba entrepreneur 
with whom this reporter 
spoke was Munir Daoud, 
manger of the Romero 
restaurant, located in the 
Aqaba Yacht Club. 

According to Mr. Daoud. 
business has not been bad, 
with a steady flow of regu- 
lars from the Yacht dub 
and he plans to form 
restaurant parties to draw 
more tourists. 

“I am optimistic that the 
peace process and plans 
for future developments, 
like an entertainment park, 
will make Aqaba a really 
exciting place,” he con- 
cluded. 


JMA, JEA to separately convene, 
discuss recent government decision 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two 
committees representing 
the Jordan Medical Associ- 
ation (JMA) and the Jordan 
Engineers Association 

(JEA) are separately meet- 
ing today to discuss a recent 
government decision 

regarding work allowances. 

The JMA is meeting to 
consider a government 
offer regarding allowances 
to doctors working in the 
public sector. 

The offer was announced 
just previous to the Eid AI 
Fitr holiday. 

The government late last 
week adopted a decision 
amending the doctors’ 
allowance ceiling from 90 
per cent to 1 20 per cent of 
the basic salary and increas- 
ing overtime allowance to 
60 per cent of the basic 
salary up from 30 per cent. 

The JMA committee will 
also decide whether to con- 
tinue with plans for a partial 
work stoppage leading to a 
general strike to back doc- 
tor demands. 

Commirtee Chairman 
Basem Kiswani was quoted 


Tuesday by AI Dustour 
Arabic daily as saying that 
once his committee has 
taken a decision, it will be 
submitted to the JMA board 
for approval. 

JMA President Basem 
Dajani Tuesday told Al Ra’i 
Arabic daily that the JMA 
council will hold an emer- 
gency meeting to discuss 
the latest government deci- 
sion regarding doctor 
allowances. 

Earlier Dr. Dajani report- 
ed that an estimated 3,000 
public sector doctors had 
taken a decision to stage a 
work stoppage starting Feb. 
15 which would gradually 
culminate in an open strike. 

He attributed this move to 
the government’s failure to 
implement a memorandum 
of understanding, drawn up 
over three months ago. on 
granting doctors a 60 per 
cent monthly allowance. 

Dr. Kiswani welcomed 
the government’s partial 
response to the doctors' 
demands as a first step 
towards fulfilling all 
requests. 


He said that public sector 
doctors are demanding a 60 
per cent allowance to be 
drawn from a special fund 
created from medical treat- 
ment fees. 

The doctors are also 
demanding either a 35 per 
cent additional allowance 
or that they be allowed to 
open private clinics after 
office hours and that their 
pension be calculated to 
cover two-thirds of their 
total monthly salary’ and not 
simply their basic salary. 
Dr. Kiswani explained. 

He further noted that the 
doctors have requested that 
they be sent on training 
courses and scholarships to 
upgrade their professional 
skills and that they be pro- 
vided with current medical 
references updating their 
medical know ledge. 

Last week, the govern- 
ment announced that doc- 
tors will be offered a 30 to 
60 per cent overtime 
allowance if they work at 
least eight hours a day. 

Dr. Dajani replied, how- 
ever. that the government 


decision requires further 
clarification and expressed 
apprehension that the gov- 
ernment would again fail to 
concretely respond to the 
doctors’ demands and 
indefinitely delay the mem- 
orandum's implementation. 

The committee represent- 
ing public sector doctors 
includes Ali Huneiti. Nascr 
Shorn ali, Mohammad 
Abbadi, Abdul Muti Abu 
Amyuneh and Sakher Tall 
in addition to Dr. Kiswani. 

JEA Vice President Hosni 
Abu Ghaida Tuesday told 
Al Ra’i that the JEA council 
will hold an extraordinary 
meeting to discuss the gov- 
ernment's decision regard- 
ing allowances and will 
seek an interpretation of 
such allowances as well as 
whether or not they apply to 
engineers at all. 

Mr. Abu Ghaida 
described the cabinet deci- 
sion as a positive gesture. 
However, the JEA does not 
know whether the govern- 
ment will offer engineers 
30 per cent or less, he said. 

That which lius been 


approved so far is far less 
than what the JEA had 
asked for. Mr. Abu Ghaida 
said and called on the go\- 
emmem to work out a 

mechanism to implement 
an eight-point memoran- 
dum of understanding pre- 
viously reached with the 
government. 

He maintained that none 
of the eight points has been 
entertained in full. 

However, he ssnd. the 
JEA is willing now. as it has 
in the past, to engage in dia- 
logue with the government. 

Commenting on the go\- 
ernmenl decision. Minister 
of Health Aref Batameh 
staled that Thursday the 
Cabinet resol\ed lo raise 
overtime allowance lor 
pharmacists from 90 per 
cent lo IOO per cent of the 
basic salary and lo raise 
allowances lor nurses and 
midwives from 30 per cent 
to 75 per ceil! of their basic 
salary. 


Experts debunk fitness myths 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Many people 
hold erroneous beliefs 
regarding fitness, the body 
and how the two might 
optimally come together. 

Famous trainers have 
attempted to join in 
debunking some of the 
rather more common 
myths. 

Myth #1: “If you lift 
weights, you’ll end up 
looking like a gladiator.” 

Tb 1 build bulging, mus- 
cles;‘ qnfe' : musr lift 1 heavy- 
weights, eat an unbeliev- 
able amount of protein and 
have a body type prone to 
being muscular, says 
Annette Lang of Equinox 
Fitness Club in New York 
City. 

Lifting 5-12 pound 
weights two to three times 
a week will result in a 
tighter, toned body which, 
as a bonus, will metabolise 
calories faster. 

Myth #2: "You have to 
endure a lot of pain to 
become fit.” 

The truth is that you have 
to challenge yourself, not 
kill yourself, says Christo- 
pher Drozd of Better Bod- 


ies in Los Angeles. 

“Don’t push yourself to 
the point where you start to 
dread exercise,” he says, 
“but never forget to 
increase the intensity of 
your woikout when it 
becomes too easy.” 

Mr. Drozd, however, 
advises never to over exert 
muscles. 

Myth #3: “Having a 
drink, energy bar or candy 
before a workout will pro- 
vide extra power.” 

These foods are reputed 
to provide an instant ener- 
gy boost, however, what 
actually occurs is a so- 
called “sugar high” which 
only lasts a couple of min- 
utes, according to Imbo. 

Almost anything you eat 
before exercising cannot 
be digested quickly 
enough to be useful, he 
adds. 

If you consume protein, 
processed sugar or carbo- 
hydrates before a workout, 
it may slow you down as 
your body is wasting ener- 
gy' in the digestive process. 

“Your best bet is to eat 
healthy meals at least two 
hours prior to exercising,” 
Imbo stated. 

If you need a little lift 


before exercising, uy to 
snack on a piece of fruit ax 
not only is it less fattening 
but, in addition to u natural 
sugar boost, your body will 
benefit from the nutrients 
therein. 

Myth #4: “It is best to 
stretch before a workout.” 

While one definitely 
needs to warm up before 
exercising, rigorously 
stretching cold muscles is 
not a good idea — they 
might pull or tear. 

Insread begin your rou- 
tine by doing light versions 
of your workout to prepare 
your body. 1 says Mark 
Stevens of The Gym in 
Brentwood, California. 

The light exercise will 
loosen muscles so that they 
are limber enough to start 
the actual workouL he con- 
firms. 

Myth #5 : “To ‘melt’ fat 
you need to perform 
intense cardiovascular 
exercises." 

It is not the type of exer- 
cise, it is the amount of 
time spent in its perfor- 
mance. 

For example, running for 
30 minutes will bum 250 
calories, the same as power 
walking for an hour. 


explains Ms. Lang. 

Although running bums 
more calories per minute 
than power walking doe*, 
if one gets tired and quits 
after a 20-minuie run. one 
would be better off walk- 
ing for an hour and burning 
more calories during a 
longer stretch ol time, she 
says. 

Myth # 6: “If you are 
thin, you are fit.” 

Doctors define fitness as 
returning to a normal 
breathing rate soon after 
intense .exercise — and 
.,Lhat 1^’ nothing to do with , 
one’s size, Mr. Stevens 
says. 

It is possible to be thin 
and need oxygen after 
climbing a few flights of 
stairs, it is as possible to be 
big and able to run miles 
without panting, doctors 
affirm. 

Myth #7: “Doing the 
same tough workout every- 
day is the fastest way to get 
in shape.” 

After a period of time of 
doing the same exercise, 
you will no longer see 
change in your body, Mr. 
Stevens says. 

A sure-fire strategy to 
avoid this “plateau effect” 


is lo cross train, he affirms. 

One wav lo do this is lo 
alternate \ouv workout 
between three different 
exercise \ ideos. 

The idea, says Stevens, is 
that by mixing up jour 
workout your body will not 
become accustomed to one 
activity and therefore you 
will witness better results. 

Maysuon Sharif, a gym 
instructor in the Body Fit 
gym in Amman, suggests 
stretching out gently 
before and after workouts 
■ in order ra .wurm up and 
■cool down muscles. 

However, she agrees that 
the stretch should never 
force the muscles. 

Ms. Sharif also advises 
customers to work out 
three to five limes a week 
for a minimum period of 
40 minutes. 

This, she says, is to raise 
metabolism thereby 

decreasing fat tissue and 
increasing muscle mass. 

A healthy diet rich in 
fibre, vitamins and miner- 
als is vital along with 
drinking lots of water 
before, during and alier 
each workout, she con- 
cluded. 


Police arrest two suspects in Aqaba slaying 


AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Aqaba police have 
arrested two people 
accused of killing a man 
in Aqaba last week, 
according to a report in 
the Arabic daily AJ Dus- 
tour. 

In another incident, the 
newspaper reported that 
a body was found Satur- 
day near a railroad lead- 
ing to the eastern out- 
skirts of Amman. Autop- 
sy results showed that 
the body was decayed 
but left unconfirmed as 


to whether the death was 
caused by a criminal act. 

Also in the Muhajireen 
area of Amman a 14 
year-old boy killed his 
16- year-old friend while 
apparently playing with a 
pistol, according to Al 
Dustour. 

The body was taken to 
the national forensic cen- 
tre for autopsy. 

Results showed that a 
bullet was lodged in the 
boy’s chest. Investiga- 
tion is currently under- 
way. 


Al Dustour also dis- 
closed the identity of a 
man, killed in last week's 
gas cylinder blast at the 
Samrawi Gas Cylinder 
Store in the Tabarbour 
area of Amman, as 
Hatem Mahmoud Jaber, 
25 years of age. 

A total of" six others 
were injured in the inci- 
dent. one of whom died 
as a result of his injuries 
and two of whom are 
listed in critical condi- 
tion. 

Civil Defence Depart- 


ment (CDD) Director 
Major General Theeb 
Maani told the Jordan 
Times last Wednesday 
that the explosion was 
caused by a worker who 
inadvertantly dropped a 
gas cylinder near a fire 
that others had started to 
warm themselves. 

The cylinder's safety 
valve broke, gas leaked 
and was ignited by the 
fire. 

Approximately 300 gas 
cylinders exploded caus- 
ing 30-metre flames. 


What's 
Goins On 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Bani Hamidu exhibi- 
tion/sale of handicrafts 
(rugs, cushions, runners, 
and wall-hangings. Jabal 
Amman (Tel. 65S696/7). 
until Feb. 28. 

*Works by contempo- 
rary Arab artists entitled 
“The New Collection” nt 
Darat Al Funun. Jabal 
Weibdeh. (Tel. 

643251/2>, until Feb. 27. 
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(Continued from page 1 ) 

panying new Israeli-Syri- 
an peace talks take into 
account the results of 
negotiations with the pre- 
vious left-wing govern- 
ment in Israel. 

“The eventual U.S. let- 
ter of guarantee must 
clearly recognise the pre- 
vious accomplishments 
achieved during the last 
five years of negotia- 
tions’^ wrote the official 
English-language Syrian 
Times. 

The call for U.S. assur- 
ances came as Mr. 
Netanyahu prepared for 
talks with U.S. President 
Bill Clinton at the White 
House on Thursday to dis- 
cuss restarting the Syrian 
track of the peace process. 

"The game of peace has 
certain rules and one is 


not to kill the achieve- 
ments accomplished pre- 
viously. Two. is to 
acknowledge the basis 
which the** whole peace 
process has been built 
on,” said the Syrian 
Times. 

“The new American let- 
ters of guarantee — if 
there are any — should 
lake these rules into 
account,” the paper 
added. 

Mr. Netanyahu, whose 
right-wing coalition gov- 
ernment took office in 
June, has insisted new 
talks must start afresh 
lL without pre-conditions,” 
and has insisted any pre- 
vious deal between Syria 
and Labour over the 
Golan is not valid. 

He reiterated this view 
in his visit to Israeli 
troops in South Lebanon 


on Tuesday. 

“We reject attempts by 
the Syrians to impose 
preconditions for resum- 
ing talks so there is no 
reason for us to set any,” 
he said. 

According to the Syrian 
Tunes, the purpose of the 
Israeli prime minister’s 
U.S. visit is to “sell his 
thoughts to the new 
administration in Wash- 
ington.” 

“Peace in the Middle 
East would not get any 
benefits from 

Netanyahu’s visit" the 
editorial added. 

The daily said the new 
U.S. administration and 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright “have 
refrained so far from any 
active role to resume 
talks on the Syrian track.” 


Sudan seeks to mend fences with Ethiopia after flare-up 


(Continued from page 1) 

Ethiopia” and on a commitment from Sudan 
“not to launch any military or political action 
against Ethiopia.” 

However, the diplomatic source, cited by the 
paper, said he believed Khartoum would 
reject the Ethiopian demands so as preserve 
the "‘moral of its forces." 

Report: 30 Eritreans killed 

A Sudanese government newspaper said, 
meanwhile, that Eritrean opposition forces 
had killed at least 30 soldiers in a series of 
attacks on Asmara's troops, which it said con- 
tinued to mass on Sudan’s borders. 

The government-owned newspaper Al Ingaz 
Al Watani also renewed Khartoum’s charge 
that Israel was involved, saying military aid 
including tanks and troop transport vehicles 
from the Jewish state was “continuing to 
flow into Asmara." 

The newspaper said the Eritrean Liberation 
Front (ELF) dealt "strong blows” to Eritrean 
forces in attacks which it said took place last 


month near the border with Sudan. The report 
could not be independently confirmed. 

“The series of operations was executed by 
the engineering units of the front in the period 
from Jan. 21 to 24,” the report said. 

It said a landmine exploded in one attack 
west of the Eritrean town of Teseney, which 
lies near the Sudan border, killing 30 soldiers. 
It said a number of soldiers died in another 
landmine explosion. 

The newspaper last week said the Eritrean 
opposition had killed 189 Fighters belonging 
to the ruling ELF and the rebel Sudan Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army (SPLA). the main 
Sudan rebel movement 


Opposition: Government is boasting 

The Sudanese opposition, meanwhile, 
poured scorn on the unfulfilled ’’boasts” of the 
Khartoum government, which had pledged to 
reverse lasf month's military' losses in eastern 
Sudan. 

“We have waited impatiently for their (the 
government’s) vaunted counter-offensive 
against us, but nothing has happened which 


shows their complete failure and weakness.” 
said a spokesman from the rebel National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA). 

Omar Nour Al Dayem, speaking to AFP 
from Asmara, said the NDA. an umbrella 
movement grouping Sudanese rebel and 
opposition groups, still controls all the land it 
captured during an offensive launched on 
Jan. 12. 

Mr. Dayem said the NDA would not make a 
truce with Khartoum, and that it would launch 
a new offensive at the "right time.” 

The Sudanese government has announced 
preparations for a counter-offensive to recap- 
ture Kurmuk and Qessan — two strategic 
towns in the Blue Nile province seized in the 
rebel offensive. 

On Jan. 27. Sudanese Justice Minister Abdul 
Bassit Sabdarat said government forces would 
celebrate the "Eid Al Fitr holiday in Kurmuk. 
but the feast began last Saturday. 

Two days earlier Sudanese President Omar 
Al Bashir vowed to crush opposition forces in 
a massive counter-attack. 



4 World News 


80 die in unrest in northwest 
China — Uighur exile group 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, February 12, 1997 


World 


ALMATY (AFP) — Eighth- 
people were killed in recent 
clashes between Muslim 
Uighurs and ethnic Chinese 
in the town of Yining in 
northwestern China, an 
exiled Uighur group said 
Tuesday. 

“During the clashes of 
Feb. 7. 25 Uighurs were 
shot by the Chinese forces 
and 55 Chinese civilians 
and police were knifed or 
beaten io death by the Ui- 
ghurs." a spokesman for the 
United Revolutionary Na- 
tional Front (URNF) in Al- 
maty, Kazakhstan, told AFP. 

More than 100 people 
were injured, he said. 

The Uighurs. a Turkic 
Muslim minority, are said to 
be conducting a growing 
campaign for independence 
in the Xinjiang region of 
China. 

Residents of the region 
told AFP in Beijing Tuesday 
that troops closed the Mus- 
lim border town of Yining, 


in the far northwest of Xin- 
jiang province. 

The town is under con- 
stant surveil lance from both 
the paramilitary and armed 
troops and a seven-hour 
curfew is in force, said a 
Russian teacher living in the 
town. 

The LIRNF spokesman 
said that Friday the Chi- 
nese authorities in Yining 
“executed 30 Uighur acti- 
vists in public to show their 
strength during the Chinese 
New Year festivities.” 

The executions were then 
followed by the violent de- 
monstrations in Yining and 
more on Saturday in Urum- 
qi, the capital of Xinjiang 
region, and in Khotan in the 
west of the region. 

The URNF spokesman 
said the Chinese authorities 
had closed the border with 
Kazakhstan at least until 
Friday. 

Xinjiang has large Muslim 
minority groups — the Ui- 


ghur, Kazakh .and Kyrgyz. 

According to the URNF, 
the region has been in a 
state of insurrection since a 
treaty signed in April estab- 
lished a demilitarised zone 
straddling China’s border 
with Russia. Kazakhstan. 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. 

On Monday the URNF 
described the riots as “a 
spontaneous movement by 
Uighurs in the face of dis- 
crimination imposed by the 
Chinese" and said no de- 
monstrations that had been 
“organised by Uighur sepa- 
ratist political movements." 

“These violent demonstra- 
tions were unexpected- even 
for us," the URNF spokes- 
man said. 

The URNF denied a re- 
port that demonstrators had 
travelled to Yining from 
southern Xinjiang to join in 
the protests. 

The exiled group's 
spokesman said "these peo- 
ple arrived in Yining from 


U.S. radioactive bullets draw 
new anti-U.S. fire in Okinawa 


TOKYO (AFP) — The be- 
lated U.S. admission that ra- 
dioactive bullets were fired 
in military drills near Oki- 
nawa sparked new anti-U.S. 
anger on the key Japanese 
island that hosts'an inrense 
concentration of U.S. 
troops. 

The latest incident to fuel 
opposition to U.S. military 
bases embarrassed the U.S. 
and Japanese governments 
as well as angering the 
Okinawa leaders. 

Okinawa Governor Masa- 
hide Ota complained: “Each 
time (the U.S. military) 
causes an incident, they say 
they will not repeal it. But 
what should not happen, has 
happened, time after time.” 

“If incidents endangering 
Okinawa residents’ lives 
continue, the U.S -■ Marine 
Corps must go back to the 
United States." he added. 

The U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment acknowledged Mon- 
day that U.S. Marine Corps 
jets fired 1.520 rounds of 
armour piercing incendiary' 
ammunition containing 
depleted uranium in exer- 
cises in December 1 995 and 
January 1996 at an uninhab- 


ited island west of Okina- 
wa. 

Top Pentagon officials 
and Japan's Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto ex- 
pressed regret at the inci- 
dent. 

Mr. Hashimoto was also 
critical of the delay in Japan 
being told about the bullets. 
Tokyo was only informed in 
the middle of last month. 

The bullets saga has par- 
ticularly angered Okinawa 
because Tokyo did not in- 
form Okinawa leaders of 
the incident until just before 
it was official revealed. 

The use of the bullets was 
initially disclosed by a U.S. 
newspaper Monday, promp- 
ting Tokyo and Washington 
to acknowlege it publicly. 

Okinawa "houses about 
28.00G of the 47,000 U.S. 
troops in Japan and simmer- 
ing resentment at the U.S. 
military presence erupted 
after the rape of a 12-year- 
old girl by three U.S. ser- 
vicemen in September 
1995. 

There were a series of ral- 
lies and demonstrations and 
a referendum on Okinawa 
last year called for the clo- 


sure of U.S. bases. 

Japan and the United 
States later agreed to hand 
back more than 20 per cent 
of the U.S. bases in Okina- 
wa. which are to be relocat- 
ed in Japan, but Okinawa 
leaders have opposed the 
plan drawn up. 

The Asahi Shimbun news- 
paper said the new incident 
“is likely to make a soft- 
landing of the U.S. base 
issue even more difficult." 

Sources close to Japan's 
prime minister said it came 
at “a delicate time” ahead of 
a planned meeting next 
week with the Okinawa 
governor to seek his cooper- 
ation. the newspaper said. 

Despire Okinawa’s ap- 
peals for action to prevent 
■ accidents i involving; the U.S. 
military.-- “<this case, makes ; it 
clear chat the authorities - ten- 
dency to hide U.S. military- 
caused accidents remains 
unchanged." the Asahi said. 

The Pentagon said Japan 
was not notified sooner 
because the accidental use of 
the bullets “was viewed as a 
training incident as opposed 
to an incident that warranted 
immediate notification." 


Poll: Hashimoto approval rating falls 


TOKYO (R) — Support for 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto has 
plunged over the hist two 
months, with voters critical 
of wasteful slate spending 
and pessimistic about gov- 
ernment reform promises, a 
daily newspaper said Tues- 
day. 

The approval rating for 
Mr. Hashimoto. who 
launched his second admin- 
istration last November, has 
fallen to 42 percent from 55 
per cent in December, the 
Asahi Shimbun said. 

The percentage of eligible 
voters voicing disapproval 
of the Hashimoto adminis- 
tration in the Feb. 9-10 tele- 
phone survey rose 10 points 
during the two-month peri- 
od to 37 per cent, the news- 


paper said. 

Chief causes for the 59- 
year-old Hashlmoto’s sink- 
ing approval rating were 
voters' anger at the 1997 
slate budget and scepticism 
that his Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) government 
could carry out promised 
administrative reforms, the 
Asahi said. 

Asked if they thought 
their taxes were being used 
efficiently. 70 per cent res- 
ponded negatively while 
only 14 per cent gave posi- 
tive answers, the survey 
showed. 

Some 79 per cent expect- 
ed a big increase in their tax 
burden on April 1 when the 
consumption tax is raised to 
five per cent from three per 
cent. 


Fifty- three per cent ex- 
pected a big increase in the 
burden when billions of dol- 
lars of special income and 
residence tax cuts are re- 
pealed. 

Voters were sceptical 
about Mr. Hashimoto's abil- 
ity to streamline the bureau- 
cracy and carry out other 
reform pledges, with 5 1 per 
cent saying they did not 
expect him to succeed in 
what he identified as his 
administration’s main goal. 

Mr. Hashimoto also drew 
fire for his handling of the 
hostage seizure ai the Japa- 
nese ambassador’s residence 
in Lima. Peru, with 66 per 
cent of poll respondents say- 
ing the prime minister should 
work harder for a solution of 
the 56-day-old crisis. 


Bulgarian parties pledge peaceful 
exit to crisis and post-poll measures 


SOFIA i AFP) — Bulgaria’s 
political parties pledged late 
Monday to preserve "civil 
and ethnic" peace and take a 
number of steps to resolve 
the current economic crisis, 
national television reported. 

The parties agreed to a 
statement of principles be- 
fore President Petar Stoya- 
nov ahead of the dissolution 
of the government and early 
elections to end a month of 
uncertainty and protests. 

The opposition Popular 
Union Monday became the 
third party to turn down Mr. 
Stoyanov’s invitation to 
form a new government, 
enabling the president un- 
der the constitution to ap- 
point a caretaker govern- 
ment and call elections. 

The moves came after the 
ruling Bulgarian Socialist 
Party (PSB), under intense 
pressure from the opposi- 
tion. finally agreed last 
Tuesdav nor to form a non- 


government following the 
resignation of PSB Prime 
Minister Zhan Videnov in 
December. 

The television said the 
parties agreed to take mea- 
sures to fight corruption and 
punish those responsible for 
"looting the national 
wealth.” 

Loss-making state-owned 
companies must be shut 
down and privatisation 
speeded up. public spending 
reduced and the country's 
finances stabilised to artraci 
foreign investment. 

The parties agreed the 
elections would be held 
with foreign observers pre- 
sent. following a “tolerant” 
campaign. 

The outgoing parliament, 
whose mandate was to have 
expired at the end of 1998. 
is now expected to be dis- 
solved this week. 

Press reports said Sofia 
Mayor Stefan Sofiyansky, 


who had consultations with 
Mr. Stoyanov Monday, 
could become the interim 
prime minister pending 
elections in April. 

In a letter to International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) Di- 
rector General Michel Cam- 
dessus. released Monday. Mr. 
Stoyanov said he would 
name an interim government 
"in the next few days.” 

Appealing for emergency 
financial aid to shore up 
Bulgaria's ailing economy, 
Mr. Stoyanov said the inter- 
im government would begin 
negotiations to set up a cur- 
rency board, required by the 
IMF as a means of stabilis- 
ing the economy. 

Mr. Camdessus has urged 
Bulgaria — an erstwhile 
Soviet ally that abandoned 
communism at a 1991 elec- 
tion — to set up a currency 
board that would peg the lev 
to a convertible currency and 
rein in government spending. 


the south to join their fami- 
lies to celebrare the end of 
Ramadan.” the Muslim holy 
month. 

“The Chinese took advan- 
tage of the influx to put on a 
show of force," he said. 

“The Ramadan and Chi- 
nese New Year celebrations 
coincided this year in what 
turned out to be a bloody 
holiday." 

To mark the Chinese New 
Year, the authorities had 
handed out gifts to local Ui- 
ghur officials and promised 
promotions for Uighur offi- 
cers in the Chinese army, 
the URNF spokesman said. 

The Uighur exile commu- 
nity in Kazakhstan arose 
after Chinese Communist 
leader Mao Tsetung 
crushed a short-lived Ui- 
ghur republic in eastern Tur- 
kestan in 1949. The com- 
munity now totals around 
200 . 000 . 

Shuttle 
streaks for 
service call 
to Hubble 

CAPE CANAVERAL (R) 
— The space shuttle Dis- 
covery streaked a blazing 
trail across the Florida night 
sky Tuesday, heading for a 
service call to the Hubble 
space telescope. 

The $2 billion reusable 
spaceship and a crew of 
seven astronauts blasted off 
from Florida's Kennedy 
Space Centre on time at 
3:55 a.m. EST (0855 
GMT). 

The predawn launch be- 
gan a two-day chase 
through space to catch up 
with Hubble for an orbital 
tune-up that, includes .the 
, installation of two’ new sci- 
entific instruments and 
upgrades to various ageing 
components. 

“With a little luck in a 
couple of weeks the best 
telescope in the universe 
will be even better than it is 
now,” said shuttle Com- 
mander Ken Bowersox mi- 
nutes before the shuttle’s 
blastoff. 

Other crew members are 
pilot Scott Horowitz, robot 
arm operator Steve Hawley 
and spacewalkers Mark 
Lee, Steve Smith, Gregory 
Harbaugh and Joe Tanner. 

Hawley, who released 
Hubble into space during a 
1990 shuttle mission, was to 
use Discovery’s robot arm 
Thursday morning to cap- 
ture the telescope and berth 
it in the caigo bay. 

During four spacewalks, 
the astronauts will install a 
multipurpose infrared cam- 
era. an improved spectro- 
graph, a more sensitive 
guidance sensor and various 
upgraded electronics boxes. 

“The prime goal of this 
second servicing mission is 
a major upgrade, an exten- 
sion of the science." Hub- 
ble chief scientist Ed Wei- 
ler said. “We are replacing 
1970s technology in our 
science instruments with 
1990s technology." 

Astronomers said the new 
instruments would allow 
them to see further into the 
universe, discover new 
black holes, and peer 
through veils of dust to see 
newborn stars. 

The astronauts will treat 
the $2 billion observatory 
with the greatest of care. Its 
fragile, electricity-generat- 
ing solar arrays could buck- 
le if stressed during the 
refurbishment work. 
Without power the tele- 
scope would be rendered 
useless. 

“There are risks in this 
mission.” Weiler said. “We 
have to have four successful 
six-hour spacewalks. It's 
not just a trip to grandma's 
to fix her VCR.” 

The last service crew to 
visit Hubble had to repair its 
blurred vision and help 
restore NASA’s damaged 
reputation. Discovers as- 
tronauts faced a different 
pressure, the risk of damag- 
ing the telescope which has 
made almost daily discover- 
ies and exceeded as- 
tronomers' wildest hopes. 
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Two rescue workers carry a dead body after a huge car bomb exploded outside the Andalusian city of Granada 
Monday, killin g one person and injuring seven others (Reuter photo) 

Basque businessman killed in Spain; ETA blamed 


BILBAO, Spain (R) — A gunman shot dead a local busi- 
nessman in Spain’s Basque country Tuesday in another sus- 
pected arrack by the separatist group ETA, officials said. 

The man was shot in the head in the Basque town of 
Tolosa one day after a gunman fatally shot a Supreme Court 
judge in the head in Madrid and a car bomb killed an 
employee of a military base in the southern city of Granada. 

“We are living in a moment of escalating terrorism on dif- 
ferent geographical fronts. Yesterday there were (attacks) in 
Granada and Madrid and today in Guipuzcoa,” Interior 
Minister Jaime Mayor Oreja told reporters. 

Hospital sources in Tolosa, located in the province of 
Guipuzcoa, confirmed the man had died. He was identified 
as Francisco Arratibel. 

Basque police said Arratibel had acted as an intermediary 
in negotiations between ETA and the family members in a 
1988 kidnapping. 

He was convicted in 1994 for mediating in the kidnapping 
and sentenced to two years probation, police said. 

ETA later accused Arratibel of keeping part of the ransom 
money and last May planted a bomb outside his company 
but ir was defused, police added. 

The judge was gunned down just outside his Madrid 
home hours after a powerful car bomb exploded in the 
southern city of Granada, killing a civilian air base worker 
and wounding seven. 

“This is the voice of ETA. the only way ETA knows how 
to respond: death and terror." Deputy Prime Minister 
Francisco Alvarez-Cascos said in a statement 

Earlier, Interior Minister Jaime Mayor Oreja cut short a 
visit to Israel because of the bombing and said it proved that 
the time was not ripe for government peace talks with the 
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rebels. 

“It's very difficult at times like these to even mention the 
word negotiation." he told state radio. 

ETA (Basque Homeland and Freedom), which has killed 
some 800 people in its 29-year drive for independence, was 
relatively quiet last year, making officials cautiously opti- 
mistic about finding a negotiated solution in the troubled 
northern region. 

But the attacks Monday dampened those hopes for peace. 

Conservative Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar. who held 
a previously arranged meeting with the nationalist Basque 
region president Monday, said negotiation was not possible 
while ETA continued to plant bombs and hold two kidnap 
victims. 

According to officials close to the meeting. Mr. Aznar 
said the test arena for developing policy that would 
advance peace in the region was a pact signed by all non- 
violent Basque parties in Ajuria Enea nine years ago. 

The so-called Ajuria Enea Pact aims for peace, but does 
not set out any conditions for contact among basques of 
various factions, thus removing any political fallout from 
ETA attacks. 

The murders Monday follow a turbulent weekend in the 
Basque region, where thousands took to the streets to w 
protest at the death of an alleged ETA prisoner, who was - 
found hanged in his cell with Ins feet and hands tied. 

An autopsy report said the prisoner had been depressed for 
several weeks and had killed himself, but the protesters argued 
it was murder and chanted slogans: “The people will not for- 
give” and “assassins, you have killed another prisoner” 

~ Dozens of people were injured and property was smashed 
and burned in the ensuing violence. 


■ V ■•"ll . . • 

•• 1-U-il liM. 

■ 1 1 
l III' 

!, i : i ' ii.ls l.'.k'llV'J I) 

lli.ltl'l ■ 

. .tlltp .it Tin - 

•‘I III - 1 

• inJi is alreadx 

I'll] 

ih ...me I2ll.mil 

n. i-I'.'l 

• Mil'll vJM'kCX 

1 ‘ • 
Ml'lll In 

i ' l : :nIi,IIK* fti'llbl’ 

■ ,l 

: ih.' .iri'tiL'X hail 

ji, i n : ! • 'i 

.; .ill* *1 £ . SU'XXCXlM. 

, in ||U' ■ 

.;IV! 25, III K) will! 

[1 ,M \ i 

i, -i Mcanvxhile, 

,11 ii illl.'l 

■ jvnplr 

['■•ll' !'■ 

Mi.ibtina camp 

bin: 

iM*.t »V til 

jin n >1' -.i 

•. ny [M'lut lain 1 >n 

ikii (.!•: 

.i . A, luxe teen 

IliMillll. i 

• .mother cutup. 

lull!:'- 1 

■Aii.-ie ,i km hen 

ll.l' IV. ■! 

c! up In the 

i \iii i; 

1 Mr ’Ll 

1 Mli 1 

i • ’I'ic !.ll" >.lhJ 


ami 

h.ul i i ■ 

ii i cached the 


:!ic ; cm.m trier 

M.ll - : '! 

. she injri coil 

ik.i. •' 

i« o Mlei 

\ ■•' 1 1 : i 

: ic VmtM camp. 

ik 'Mi' 

!\ -aid it had liu 

iiil'-M". 

i> ■•(} whore the 

Mil* •Vi 

. * ■ " m refugees 



Russia may use nuclear arms in conventional war 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia 
should abandon its principle 
of not using nuclear wea- 
pons first in response to an 
attack by another country 
with conventional weapons, 
a senior security official was 
quoted Tuesday as saying. 

The remarks come as 
NATO prepares to expand 
eastwards to Russia’s fron- 
tiers. embracing countries 
that were once Russian 
Warsaw Pact allies. 

“Everyone must know that 
in case of a direct challenge 
our response will be fully- 
fledged. and we are to 
choose the use of means ... 
Including nuclear wea- 
pons." secretary of the poli- 
cy-making security council 
Ivan Rybkin told the 
Rossiiskaya Gazeta daily. 

‘'Naturally, we are not tal- 
king of a preventive nuclear 
strike, but if an aggressor 
starts a war against us using 
conventional weapons, we 
may respond with nuclear 
ones.” 

Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev had pledged that 
the Soviet Union would not 
use nuclear weapons first in 
any armed conflict. But Mr. 
Rybkin said that Russia, 
which inherited the bulk of 
the Soviet nuclear arsenals. 


should not follow this 
promise. 

“We are reviewing politi- 
cal declarations of the past." 
Mr. Rybkin said. “Our peo- 
ple have spent decades buil- 
ding up a nuclear shield... 
And suddenly, without con- 
sulting anyone, someone 
says we are not going to use 
nuclear weapons first." 

Mr. Rybkin said the pre- 
sent condition of Russia's 
armed forces was not as 
good as it was in the Soviet 
times and that this justified 
the change of principle of 
using nuclear weapons. 

“We talk about that (the 
use of nuclear weapons) so 
that military adventurers do 
not get tempted by the fact 
that at this stage our armed 
forces are being reformed 
and do not have the might 
they used to have” Mr. 
Rybkin said. 

Russia’s little noticed mili- 
tary doctrine of 1993 sug- 
gested the possibility of a 
nuclear response to an at- 
tack by a foreign state. Bur 
Mr. Rybkin "s remarks bore 
prominence because of 
Moscow's row with NATO 
over its enlargement plans. 

The interview also comes 
at a time when the Kremlin, 
with President Boris Yeltsin 


away recovering from pneu- 
monia, has not yet taken any 
firm decision on the course 
of military reform and the 
top brass is crying out for 
more money. 

Russian Defence Minister 
Igor Rodionov said last 
week the armed forces faced 
an immediate crisis over sol- 
diers' unpaid wages, miser- 
able conditions, corruption 
and plummeting morale. 

Mr. Rodionov also said 
Russia was on die verge of 
losing control of the nuclear 
forces that established the 
Soviet Union as a military 
superpower and remain a 
major diplomatic bargaining 
chip for Russia. 

Mr. Rybkin also said that 
Russia should continue 
negotiating with the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO.) to find murual- 
ly-acceptable ways of solv- 
ing the issue. 

“We are against the ex- 
pansion of NATO’s war 
machine to the East. But 
Russia may not become a 
NATO enemy — this would 
be costly and deadly... We 
must be able to agree and we 
will find an agreement." 

Meanwhile. President 
Yeltsin's foreign policy 
adviser Tuesday denounced 


NATO's refusal to grant 
Russia a veto right on key 
issues after its planned ex- 
pansion eastwards as 
“strange, unjust and wrong," 
Interfax News Agency said. 

Dmitry Ryurikov, stepping 
up Moscow's war of words 
against NATO's plans to 
incorporate some former 
Warsaw Pact states, said the 
expansion posed a direct 
milita/y threat to Russia. 

NATO has vowed to expand 
regardless of Russian misgiv- 
ings but has offered MoscoW® 
“special relations" as compen- 
sation. Russia says this is not 
enough and wants a “binding 
agreement” that would effec- 
tively give it a right of veto. 

“It is an extremely strange 
position." Interfax quoted 
Ryurikov as saying. He 
referred to “opinions 
expressed in the West over 
the impermissibility of 
granting Russia a veto right 
over issues concerning the 
safety of the continent." 

"ft is unjust and wrong," 
he said. 

Ryurikov said there was a 
consensus in Russia over 
NATO's expansion plans 
and added this was a result 
°f the “purely military 
threat" that it would imply. 
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Simpson faces financial ruin with jury award* 
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LOS ANGELES (R) — O J. 
Simpson, held liable for the 
stabbing deaths of his ex- 
wife and her friend, now 
faces a life of financial min 
following n jury verdict of 
S25 million in punitive dam- 
ages against him. 

“You're not supposed to 
leave anyone penniless.” 
lawyer Johnnie Cochran — 
Simpson's attorney in the 
1995 criminal trial — said of 
Monday’s verdict by the 
civil trial jury that last week 
awarded $8.5 million in 
compensatory damages. 

Another attorney, Leo 
Terrell, a sometime Simp- 
son family spokesman, dec- 
lared the punitive award 
“illegal,” adding; “1 guaran- 
tee there’s going to be an 
appeal." 

Members of Simpson’s 
civil trial legal defence team 
had no comment on the ver- 
dict and left the courthouse 


after winning a 1 0-day stay 
before plaintiffs can go after 
Simpson's assets. 

In that time the defence 
could file an appeal — al- 
though that would require 
posting a bond of 1-1/2 
times the amount of the to- 
tal 533.5 million damages 
award. 

They may also ask Judge 
Hiroshi Fujisaki to reduce 
the award, arguing it is ex- 
cessive. 

Simpson, who was report- 
edly at a golf course when 
Monday’s verdict was read, 
spent much of the afternoon 
at the offices of lead de- 
fence attorney Robert Ba- 
ker. along with his business 
attorney Skip Taft, apparent- 
ly discussing the next move. 

During the final phase of 
the civil trial, Mr. Baker 
argued Simpson was virtual- 
ly broke even though he 
lives in a mansion, drives a 


Bentley and employs his 
own bodyguard. 

The plaintiffs, however, 
presented witnesses who 
said Simpson was worth 
$15.7 million and could earn 
between S2 million and S3 
million a year by cashing in 
on his notoriety. 

Independent estimates of 
Simpson’s wealth range 
from S3 million to $5 mil- 
lion. Experts say the victims' 
families could hound him for 
tile rest of his life, garnishing 
“■ P? r V’ ent bis income 
and forcing him into a more 
austere lifestyle. 

“Even under the best-case 
scenario, the plaintiffs said he 
(Simpson) had $15 mii | ion 
and they (the jury.) awarded 
them $^ million, so thev 

g ? Ve ■£ iem more than the 
plaintiffs said he had, even in 

Ete’* 0 *** ^id 

ABC Radio news. 

But victorious plaintiffs’ 


lawyer Daniel Petrocelli was 
confident his clients would 
get what the jury ordered. 

"There is no reason to 
believe the award will be 
reduced at all." he said. 

After deliberating for just 
over two days, the jury chose 
to hit Simpson where it hurts 
7“ his wallet — by award- 
ing $12.5 million in punitive 
damages for each of the 
deaths. 

Simpson, a football star 
xvho became a bit-part actor 
and television personality, 
was acquitted by u predomi- 
nantly black criminal court 
W’ * n 1995 of murdering 
Nicole Brown Simpson and 
Ronald Goldman. 

. But the families of the vic- 
tims sued in civil court' M’ 
damages and the mostjy 
white jury in Santa Monica 
unanimously found him 
responsible for the deaths. 
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Refugees 
‘lost’ as 
camps empty 
ahead of 
Zbire rebel 
advance 

..GENEVA (AJ=P) — Some 
50,000 refugees who fled 
two camps in eastern Zaire 
as rebels advanced in the 
region are still unaccount- 
ed, for, the United Nations 
High Commissioner for 
"Refugees (UNHCR) said 
Tuesday. 

; Some 80,000 people took 
flight from refugee camps 
_at Shdbuna and Amisi in 
*e last days as mainly- 
JJBnsi^rebels fighting gov- 
ernment forces took more 
territory in the east of the 
. country. 

The Amisi camp was 
emptied before the rebels 
arrived, witnesses said, but 
Im so far only 15,000 of the 

H 40,000 refugees there have 

been accounted for. 

’*%: This group has reached a 

major refugee camp at Tin- 
i ha,j. gi-Tingi which is already 

Jri*. bulging with some 1 20,000 

“lisli,- people. UNHCR spokes- 

ie u’^ woman Christiane Berthi- 

aume said. The agency had 
no information, however, 
r i^* on the other 25,000 who 

ImB' fled Amisi. Meanwhile. 

Mpfc another 15,000 people 

i« 4 . from tiie Shabuna camp 

lying further east whose 
\lf 40,000-strong population 

ttu . fled last week, have been 

£ heading for another camp, 

^ Kalima where a kitchen 

i h, has been set up by the 

h ‘‘ UNHCR and UNICEF. 

.Il T- UNHCR officials said 

between 8.000 and 9,000 
Lnuj bad already reached the 

. ' camp with the remainder 


i'j'M'ihri.ife-. 
■I luii.kiai 
1 '.t'H 'lin.x' 

i'* 'pk wiif. 

■ . : rn-mirt' 

! , l w a» 


,'ti:iy lioitt piicii 
m«r il l l.ik.'M ,m\ 

5**1 ill lit,* 

rctriiit .Mid the 
^ limiI;! »*ul bn 

ll.Iiik. Mllll-S.-r 

i<ii!iii !.!'■! 

kii.i"' ki* V'l 

if.- .‘irsi- i«».i*T --i'I 

ui! ii.ifiv U»I*-‘1 

■ . I ■I'.Mpl 

i. lilU- UliM.lil' 
i»i!ssm ,sl»i* ^.,*'1 
» i'!i '-’IV'" *'f 

t,.f -*1 ilk" k'JS 
f i shi'il ill-' 

jitu .i* .i iti'i’.i.m 
■; .mil f.'U ■« 
•••Sl.itli Kil-.-.llllMl!' 

h.-.’i' .it-' '-Hd !»*■« 
ll.-uM .**ul i 

! III.- 

i-. if i t h 
i ti • till*! 


1.1 ' 


il.i 

„J. 

:1m 

1 iiilisJ'' 

.■ i 

rjliui'-’ 

All 

/iiu'n S" 

I'll 

.■il.it ,J 

... 

\.HII* '■ 




. :i; Ilu- 

i'--'’ 111 '' 

1.1 ’« 

. s 

W .'***?, 

■ H-..I .« ,J *■ 


.. li < .1-11 • v 

i i villi 

i-— 

ifii.' ■:» 

i. -.Iii j h' il* **■"-■ ' 


n with jur> 


s t.i i 


.|S 1 

>■■ • 

■ • •!■. 1,111 

■ \\ „■» ( '• 

.. «■ 


!■ I- ' 

iii’:" 1 

• >• J 1 1 

. , i . j ’ 

..nJ '■ 

■ >.U 

.»!!{,;■ «i; . 

,i- v 


. . uli"' 


:. la-,il i, g du, a senior rebel official 

. iiihv". said. 

ii. pliK. BishiJcwabo Chubaka, re- 
kMiiuid- bel-appointed governor of 

|1 .‘‘ j South Kivu and a senior of- 

\ • i . V iav. * n the Alliance of De- 

mocratic Forces for the Li- 
beration of Congo-Zaire 
• , . (ADFL), told Reuters the 

X ‘ J rebels hoped to expel 

' L Zaire's ragged army out of 

Kindu town very soon, 
p. j f Kindu, a mining town, al- 
v.ii !«■ K* 4 so has a large French-built 
vm-dps ‘ airport and is 340 kilorae- 
■i Km tres west of the lakeside 
. ..ii.T rebel-held town of Bukavu 

/ on the border with Rwan- 

>u ■ da. 

, ;l ■ Mr. Chubaka said ADFL 

.'l ul , tl ^; forces were moving to- 
wards Kindu from around 
the tin and gold mining 
| ,\ ii town of Punia, where fight- 
was re P orte ^ by both 
■’* x ‘ sides Saturday, and from 
' the southeastern Lake Tan- 
:i: ik - • ' ganyika port of Kalemie 
through .tiie town of Ka- 
:;'*m ■' ,fi .' bambare. 

. . He said die rebels did not 

w foresee major problems in 

(l ,.i ^ capturing the small garri- 

, son at Kabambare and then 
*j h !ilfc*' • moving on. 

,1. Ku' J - “We are moving towards 

’■ . Kindu on the three fronts. 

' | ' We soon hope to be in Kin- 

’./.j! r- du,” said the governor, ad- 
1 * l dfo? rebels were also pur- 

1 11 ~ suing troops towards the 

— M Lake Tanganyika town of 

*i\V3i^ Moba - 

4.1 Rebel leader Laurent Ka- 

(■.n.i- ■ bila said Sunday his forces 
‘ ' c .‘. ‘ were 25 Irilometres outside 
jp. Moba, which die govem- 

■ ‘ 1 ment was reinforcing by 

o- 1 ■ railway and air from the 

military base at Karnina. 
ji - Mr. Kabila, 'fighting to 
i .in"? * . . overthrow ailin g President 
\ . lit « Mobutu Sese Seko, said re- 
\i I k 1 ** bels had captured Bafwa- 
.- W ] **'. ■ sende, 250 kilometres east 
"‘■'..nirl-; ■ of Kisangani, the base for a 
' ‘ t h !i ' government counter-offen- 
^ sive. 

It > i Ml Chubaka said Kindu 
•' ‘pf was defended by Zairean 
i; • ■' ..f . troops and Hutu former 
• 1 i Rwandan troops and Imer- 

•.i.-.i ■” , ahamwe militiamen who 

-'""j*. , fled to eastern Zaire in 1994 
" in fear of reprisals for their 
| role in the 1994 genocide. 

.; Kindu and Kisangani are 

..iil , “.‘V®* be onJ y wo airports held by 
' 1 . 1 “' '..v government forces in eastern 
j il» 1 Zaire. The other airports at 
■“'yif-. 1 ' 1 Bunia, Goma, Bukavu. Uvi- 

■ ; 1 ' ' . ra, Kamanyola and Kalemie 

!'** $>■ are held by rebels. 
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Thousands of Belgrade University students march through centre of the Yugoslav 
capital during protest Monday. Serbia's political opposition said, on the eve of a tri- 
umph over President Slobodan Milosevic’s ruling Socialists, that the main battles for 
democratic reform were still to come (Reuter photo) 

Serb ultra-nationalists try to delay bill 


BELGRADE (R) — Ser- 
bia's parliament met in ex- 
traordinary session Tuesday 
to consider a bill reinstating 
opposition victories in mu- 
nicipal elections last No- 
vember, but ultra-national- 
ists seemed determined to 
delay its passage. 

Opposition politicians, 
meanwhile, vowed to keep 
up the pressure on Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic by 
continuing their pro-democ- 
racy rallies in Belgrade’s 
streets. 

Reporters outside parlia- 
ment were able to watch 
closed-circuit television 
showing 147 parliamentari- 
ans gather in the 250-seat 
assembly. It quickly became 
apparent that the radicals, 
an ultra-nationalist party 
with 35 parliamentarians, 
were trying to hold up the 
legislation. 

Mr. Milosevic’s Socialists 
had annulled _ opposi tion 
victories in 14* towns and 
cities? including Belgrade; 
on grounds of "irregulari- 
ties.’* The action prompted 
three months of huge pro- 
tests and attracted strident 
international criticism. 

A week ago Mr. Milosevic 
suddenly announced he was 
asking parliament to app- 
rove a bill recognising the 


opposition gams. 

The three-party opposi- 
tion Zajedno (Together) 
Coalition saw Mr. Milose- 
vic’s move as a climbdown 
and a triumphal outcome of 
huge, three-month-long 
protests in Belgrade and 
other cities. 

But suspecting subterfuge 
on the part of the Socialists, 
they have said they plan to 
keep up the pressure by 
continuing the street rallies. 

‘‘We are facing a long hot 
spring and summer and a 
fight" against those who 
have not surrendered, those 
who regard their own peo- 
ple as a foreign element” 
opposition leader Zoran 
Djindjic told thousands of 
supporters in Belgrade 
Monday. 

Zajedno has said it fears 
Mr. Milosevic is planning to 
remove the already limited 
powers of local councils 
with legislatiqn__stnppmg_ 
them of 1 their sources of rev- 
enue.* * " '• 

In Washington. U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine 
Albright issued a personal 
appeal to Mr. Milosevic, ur- 
ging him to ensure the dis- 
puted election results were 
reinstated and to open a dia- 
logue with his opponents. 

Her comments were con- 


tained in a letter delivered 
to Mr. Milosevic Saturday. 

The United States re- 
mained sceptical that Mr. 
Milosevic would honour his 
pledge to recognise the poll 
results and Mr. Albright felt 
she should write to him per- 
sonally to let him know “the 
strong concern of the Uni- 
ted States on these issues,” 
State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Bums said. 

Tuesday's draft bill recog- 
nising the disputed Nov. 1 7 
election results was fourth 
on the list of parliamentary 
items. 

“You will hear a lot from 
the radicals during this ses- 
sion,” radical parliamentary 
leader Tomislav Nikolic 
told the assembled deputies. 

A government reshuffle is 
also on the day's agenda. 

The radicals have submit- 
ted draft amendments chal- 
lenging the election bill, sa- 
ymg that as- irstands- it -al- 
lows the international 'com- 
munity to use parliament to 
legalise decrees imposed 
from above. 

Mr. Milosevic’s Socia- 
lists have 123 parliamentar- 
ians, but they have usually 
managed to get their way 
with the support of ethnic 
minority representatives. 


Muslims evicted from Mostar 
after day of violence 


MOSTAR (AFP) — A wave 
of illegal evictions of Mus- 
lims by Croats swept the 
Bosnian city of Mostar 
Tuesday, after a night of 
fighting left one dead and 
more than 30 wounded, 
U.N. police said. 

A total of 26 illegal evic- 
tions of Muslim families 
from Croat-held west Mos- 
tar were reported to U.N. 
police in the city, U.N. 
spokesman Kris Janowski 
said. He added: “Mostar is 
slowly earning itself the 
dubious honour of being the 
lawlessness and violence 
capital of Bosnia and Her- 
Cegovina.” 

The evictions followed a 
day of violence Monday 
which began when Croats 
opened fire on Muslims vis- 
iting a cemetery in the city 
centre and led to rioting. 

Meanwhile a spokesman 
for the senior international 
mediator in Bosnia, high 
representative Carl Bildt 
said that a peace agreement 
had been hammered out 
between Croats, Muslims 
and mediators. 

“A package of measures 
was worked up which car- 


ried the endorsement of all 
those consulted,” said 
spokesman Michael Mc- 
Clay. 

He said the package inc- 
luded a curfew, stepped-up 
patrols by the NATO-led 
Stabilisation Force (SFOR) 
and a Croat police investi- 
gation into the shooting mo- 
nitored by the U.N. police. 

Two explosions rocked 
Mostar Monday night, 
bringing to 17 the number 
of explosions, some of them 
by hand-beld rockets, which 
have detonated in the city in 
the past nine days, said 
SFOR. It said it had no de- 
tails about the explosions 
but that there were no casu- 
alties. 

And in the early hours of 
Tuesday a crowd of angry 
Croats surrounded the Ero 
Hotel, headquarters for in- 
ternational mediators and 
aid agencies. Spanish troops 
from SFOR were deployed 
at key points along the for- 
mer front line between 
Muslims and Croats, said 
SFOR headquarters in Mos- 
tar. 

SFOR spokesman Major 
Herve Gourmelon said: 


“They are increasing pat- 
rolling. They are in strategic 
points just in case.” 

The Croat mayor of Mos- 
tar. Ivan Prekalo, said: “If 
the situation is not resolved 
there is the potential for 
worse things to happen.” 
Hospitals in the town said 
bad treated 34 people for 
wounds, three of them for 
gunshot wounds. 

Two of the injured were 
evacuated by French heli- 
copters to Sarajevo over- 
night for hospital treatment. 
Mostar was the scene of 
fierce fighting in the Bos- 
nian war when Croat forces 
launched an unsuccessful 
attempt to drive the Mus- 
lims out of the city. The two 
sides later formed the 
Caiat-Muslim Federation, 
one of the two entities into 
which Bosnia was divided 
by the Dayton peace agree- 
ment which ended Bosnia’s 
43-month war in November 
1995. 

“Yesterday's events do 
represent the most severe 
trial for the federation yet,” 
said Mr. McClay. “The fed- 
eration badly needs to pass 
this test,” 


India’s Congress faces infighting 
over Punjab election disaster 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — In- 
dia's embattled Congress (I) 
Party was facing a new bout 
of bitter infighting Tuesday 
after it was routed in key 
elections in the northern 
stare of Punjab. 

Supporters of Congress 
President Sitaram Kesri and 
his predecessor, former Pre- 
mier P.V. Narasimha Rao, 
attacked each other for the 
humiliating rout that left it 
with just 14 seats in the 
117-seat state assembly. 


The Congress, which do- 
minated politics for almost 
half a century after indepen- 
dence but is now badly split, 
won the last Punjab elections 
in 1992 by a huge majority. 

This time, however, the 
Sikh Akali Dal party, which 
boycotted the previous polls, 
won a crushing victory. 

“The complete rejection 
of the Congress has disap- 
proved the short-sighted 
policies of the new Con- 
gress leadership,” party vet- 


eran Jagannath Mishra said 
in an attack on Mr. Kesri. 

Mr. Mishra, an unabashed 
Rao supporter, also called 
for a special meeting of the 
111-year-old Congress, the 
country’s oldest party, to 
discuss the humiliation. 

The Congress went into 
the elections claiming cred- 
it for crushing a bloody 
Sikh separatist campaign in 
Punjab that claimed more 
than 25,000 lives between 
1983 and 1993. 


Tigers massacre 16 policemen; 
tension mounts in east Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — Tamil Tiger guerrillas razed a 
police post in eastern Sri Lanka Tuesday, killing 16 consta- 
bles as tensions mounted between minority Tamil and 
Muslim communities in the region, officials said. 

Dozens of rebel Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
gunmen overran the Sungaveli police post in the 
Polonnaruwa district and escaped after torching (he build- 
ings. officials said. 

“Troop reinforcements were sent to engage the fleeing 
terrorists,” the Defence Ministry said in a statement. “Ter- 
rorises too suffered heavy casualties.” 

At least 10 constables escaped with injuries, defence 
sources said adding the Tigers had seized weapons and 
ammunition from victims after a h alf ho ur gun battle. 

The raid was identical to an LTTE attack against the 
northern police post at Kanugawewa on Jan. 18, when 23 
constables were shot dead, officials said. 

The separatist guerrillas have stepped up attacks in the 
east of the country after losing their former northern bastion 
of Jaffna to government force s earlier last year. 

In other violence, the LTTE set off a powerful land mine 
in Jaffna Monday, killing two soldiers. Three rebels also 
died in a counter attack by troops, the Defence Ministry 
said 

The latest Tiger attack againsr police came as the Tigers 
torched a row of shops belonging to Muslims in the eastern 
province as pan of inter-communal clashes which have 
claimed 1 1 lives since Sunday. 

The clashes erupted when the LTTE shot dead a Muslim 
paramilitary guard Sunday, the day Muslims celebrated the 
*Eid A1 Fitr feast marking the end of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan, officials said. 

They said the LTTE fired six mortar bombs at the village 
of Ottamawadi overnight Monday and three of them 
exploded killing two Muslims. 

“There is a lot of tension in the area.” a Tamil legislator 
from the area said. 

Muslims went on the rampage and stoned to death three 
Tamils after the paramilitary guard was killed by the LTTE 
Sunday. Tamil Tigers retaliated by killing five more 
Muslims, residents said. 


The LTTE admitted the trouble started after they killed a 
Muslim “pro-govemmem militiaman" but said the subse- 
quent violence was the work of the government. 

“Agent provocateurs of the Sri Lankan government are 
operating in the eastern pan of the island to promote 
internecin e clas hes among the island's non-Sinhalese peo- 
ple,” the LTTE said in a statement from its London office. 

It was not unusual for soldiers to strike at Tamil civilians 
after suffering military losses, the Tiger statement said 
without referring to Muslim victims. 

Sri Lanka's eastern province is a multi-ethnic region 
where the two main minorities — Tamils and Muslims — 
live together with a small number of Sinhalese who arc in 
the majority elsewhere in the country. 

Meanwhile. Gunmen shot and wounded a member of par- 
liament from Sri Lanka's ruling Peoples' Alliance and 
killed one of his security' guards Tuesday in the southern 
town of Kuruwiia. police and hospital officials said. 

Laivmaker Nalanda Ellawala. who was shot in the stom- 
ach, was taken to hospital where he was reported in serious 
condition, officials said. “He is in the operating theatre 
now.” one hospital official said. 

Officials said he was shot after touring southern Sri 
Lanka ahead of local elections [here in March. 

One of Mr. Ellawala’s security guards died on the spot, 
said police in Kuruwiia, 80 kilometres south of Colombo. 
Five other people wen; wounded, police said. 

They said no arrests had been made. 

The shooting occurred as Mr. Ellawala. 29. was travelling 
in a car with several other People's Alliance vehicles when 
the motorcade was confronted by a procession of support- 
ers from the opposition United National Party lUNPi. 
police said. 

“Ellawala was proceeding to Colombo when their way 
was blocked by the UNP procession." u police official in 
Kuruwiia said. 

“He got down from his vehicle and an argument ensued. 
His bodyguards then fired into the air. It was then that 
somebody shot at them.” 

The police official said they had no further details, adding 
it was not clear who actually fired the shots. 


Top U.S. army enlisted man suspended on sex charges 


WASHINGTON (R) — Ar- 
my chief of staff Gen. Den- 
nis Reimer Monday sus- 
pended the service's top en- 
listed man from his duties 
pending resolution of sexual 
harassment allegations 
against him by a female sol- 
dier. 

Sergeant Major of the ar- 
my Gene McKinney will be 
assigned to the army’s mili- s ' 
taiy district of Washington, 
but will not serve as the se- 
nior enlisted adviser to ser- 
vice leaders until resolution 
of the latest incident in a 
scandal that includes char- 
ges of harassment and even 
rape of young female rec- 
ruits. 

Pressure has grown for 


reimer to suspend Sg(. 
McKinney after Brenda 
Hosier, a 22-year veteran 
who retired last year, 
charged last week that she 
rejected pressure from Sgt. 
McKinney for sex in a hotel 
room in Hawaii last April. 

Hoster told the New York 
Times that Sgt. McKinney’s 
wife was down the hall in 
another room at the time. 

Sgt Mckinney has denied 
any wrongdoing in the case 
and the army at first said 
that SgL McKinney would 
remain in his post. But 
some Republican senators 
last week pressed Army 
Secretary Togo West to sus- 
pend him until the issue was 
settled. 


“This (suspension) action 
was taken in the best inter- 
est of the individual and the 
institution because contin- 
ued public attention made it 
increasingly difficult for 
McKinney to fulfill his res- 
ponsibilities.” the army said 
in a statement Monday. 

The army s?id last week 
that a 13-page document of 
allegations by Ms. Hoster, 
who retired after reaching 
the rank of sergeant major, 
had been turned over to the 
service’s Criminal Investi- 
gative Division (CID). 

Her allegations were the 
latest in a scandal which be- 
gan last November when 
male drill sergeants and 
trainers at the army’s aber- 


deen proving ground in Ma- 
ryland were charged with 
harassing and even raping 
young female recruits. 

Similar charges have 
since emerged at other 
bases. 

Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Cohen last week ex- 
pressed concern at the char- 
ges against Sgt. McKinney 
although he declined to dis- 
cuss the pending matter. 

But Mr. Cohen said he 
was willing to take a look at 
demands by some members 
of Congress that the amjy 
begin training women ai?d 
men separately as the 
Marine Corps does. The 
army opposes such a step. 


Funeral for Albania riot victim fills port city 


VLORE, Albania (R) — 
Some 20,000 mourners, 
clapping in unison and 
shouting “the police killed 
him”, filed through the Al- 
banian port of Vlore Tues- 
day at the funeral of an anti- 
government demonstrator 
killed in clashes with po- 
lice. 

As the marchers moved 
towards the harbour, the lo- 
cal headquarters of Presi- 
dent Sali Berisha’s democ- 
ratic party was engulfed in 
flames and gutted within 
minutes. 

It was not clear what had 
started the blaze. 

Mr. Berisha’s Democratic 


Congress to 

QUITO, Ecuador (R) — Ec- 
uador's shaky transition 
process, with an interim 
president refusing to hand 
over power, moves back to 
Congress Tuesday with a 
key vote to decide who 
should rule the small An- 
dean nation until August 
1998. 

An extraordinary session 
of Congress at which its 
leader, Fabian Alarcon, has 
said he will be appointed 
president has been set for 4 
p.m. (2100 GMT). 

But Mr. Alarcon's plans to 
rule until Aug. 10, 1998, 
have been scuttled by In- 


Pany is the focus of protest- 
ers’ anger at losing life sav- 
ings in Pyramid investment 
schemes which have col- 
lapsed in post-Communist 
Albania. 

Shouts of “Berisha is fill- 
ing our cemeteries” came 
from the crowd, headed by 
three red-and-black Alban- 
ian flags at half-mast, as it 
moved slowly behind the 
open coffin of Artur Rus- 
temi. 33. 

Elderly women, pieces of 
black cloth intertwined in 
their hair, led the procession 
through streets where 24 
hours earlier protesters and 
riot police had fought 


pitched battles. 

Two portraits of Rustemi. 
who died of a bullet wound, 
were carried aloft ahead of 
the procession as it headed 
towards a cemetery outside 
the city. 

Rustemi’s brother told the 
crowd outside the family's 
home: “The police killed 
him when he was asking for 
his money.” 

Rusremi, a Muslim who 
owned a vegetable shop and 
had invested heavily in the 
Pyramid schemes, was one 
of three demonstrators to 
have died in two days of 
unrest. Hospital officials 
say the others suffered heart 


failure. 

The first man to die in the 
initial outbreak of violence 
Sunday evening was buried 
Monday — within 24 hours 
in accordance with the tra- 
dition of Albania's majority 
Muslim community. The 
foneral of the other victim 
was due to be held later 
Tuesday. 

Albania's leadership has 
blamed the unrest on leftist 
extremists and parliament in 
the capital Tirana was due 
to examine a proposal by 
Prime Minister Alexander 
Meksi to introduce emer- 
gency measures in Vlore. 


arbitrate Ecuador’s transition process 


terim President Rosalia Ar- 
teaga’s intention to folly 
respect the constitution, and 
not step down as expected. 

If Congress appoints Mr. 
Alarcon Tuesday, Ecuador 
“will enter a period of con- 
gressional dictatorship,” she 
told reporters late Monday 
at the ornate Carondelet 
Presidential Palace. 

Mrs. Arteaga, the first wo- 
man president in Ecuador’s 
167-year history, was ap- 
pointed head of a caretaker 
government Sunday in an 
apparent deal between law- 
makers and the armed 
forces to solve the protract- 


ed constitutional and politi- 
cal crisis. 

The crisis erupted Thurs- 
day when Abdala Bucaram. a 
flamboyant populist whose 
eccentric behaviour earned 
him the nickname “El Loco" 
(The Madman), was ousted 
by a divided Congress on 
grounds of “mental incompe- 
tence.” The vote followed 
two days of paralysing strikes 
over harsh government aus- 
terity measures. 

Mrs. Arteaga, a 40-year-old 
lawyer and former education 
ministei. insists neither Mr. 
Alarcon nor anyone else can 
assume the presidency until a 


constitutional reform is 
passed empowering Congress 
lo appoint presidents. 

In a brief interview with 
reporters, she repeated that 
“Congress must first reform 
the constitution and then 
appoint a president. 1 am not 
clinging to power here be- 
cause I know it’s a complete- 
ly transitional situation.” 
Stressing that the military, 
which proved to be the ulti- 
mate power-broker in 
Ecuador, “has been very 
respectful of the democratic 
institutions." she said “there 
is no puppet at the head of 
the country.” 


The English Patient takes 12 Oscar nominations 


BEVERLY HILLS. Califor- 
nia (AFP) — The English 
Patient, a sweeping epic 
love story, took 12 nomina- 
tions including best picture, 
best actress and actor, at the 
Academy Awards nomina- 
tions here Tuesday. 

Challenging The English 
Patient for best picture are 
Fargo (seven nominations), 
about a homey homicide 
investigator in North 
Dakota and Shine (seven 
nominations), about a real- 
life troubled child prodigy. 

Also up for best picture 
are Secrets And Lies (five 
nominations), which fol- 
lows a young black 
woman’s search for her 
birrh mother, who turns out 


to be a white woman who 
initially refuses to acknowl- 
edge her child. 

Tom Cruise's energetic 
performance in Jerry Ma- 
guire helped push the mo- 
vie into foe best picture cat- 
egory as well as snaring 
Cruise a nomination for 
best actor. The picture took 
three other nominations. 

Also nominated for best 
actor were Ralph Fiennes 
for The English Patient, 
Woody Harrelson for The 
People vs. Larry Flynt. 
Geoffrey Rush for Shine 
and Bill Bob Thornton for 
Sling Blade. 

Nominated for best 
actress are Brenda Blethyn 
for Secrets And Lies, Diane 


Keaton for Marvin's Room, 
Frances McDormand for 
Fargo. Kristin Scott 
Thomas for The English 
Patient and Emily Watson 
for Breaking The Waves. 

In foe best foreign picture 
category are A Chef In Love 
(Georgia). Kolya (Czech 
Republic), Other Side Of 
Sunday (Norway). Prisoner 
Of The Mountains (Russia) 
and Ridicule (France). 

The best director nomi- 
nees are Anthony Minghella 
for The English Patient, 
Joel Coen for Fargo. Milos 
Forman for The People vs. 
Larry Flynt, Mike Leigh for 
Secrets And Lies and Scott 
Hicks for Shine. 

Cuba Gooding in Jeny 


Maguire, William Macy for 
Fargo. Amiin Mueller-Stahl 
for Shine. Edward Norton 
in Primal Fear and Janies 
Woods, Ghosts Of Missis- 
sippi are the best supporting 
actor nominees. 

Best supporting actress 
nominations went to Joan 
Allen for The Crucible. 
Lauren Bacall (her first 
nomination) for The Mirror 
Has Two Faces. Juliette 
Binoche for The English 
Patient, Barbara Hershev 
for Portrait Of A Lady and 
Marianne Jean-Bapriste for 
Secrets And Lies. 

There are 5,173 voting 
academy members. The 
winners will be announced 
on March 24, 
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Significant visits 


THE UPCOMING visits of His Majesty King 
Hussein. President Hosni Mubarak, Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and President 
Yasser Arafat to Washington for talks with 
President Bill Clinton obviously aim to push the 
peace process forward and explore the final shape 
of a peaceful settlement in the region. The Israeli 
prime minister will be the first leader to visit the 
White House since President Clinton formally 
entered his second term in January. According 
to Israeli reports, Mr. Netanyahu's agenda will 
include his vision for the final settlement of the 
Palestinian question and a formula for resuming 
the Israeli-Syrian peace talks after a hiatus of 
more than one year. The U.S. president will 
undoubtedly share his thoughts on these two 
major issues with King Hussein and Presidents 
Mubarak and Arafat. It is clear that each and 
every Arab head of state to hold talks with 
President Clinton will have his own vision for the 
future. President Clinton's immediate task, how- 
ever. is to reconcile these visions and stands with 
each other as well as with his own. The Israeli 
body politic is already agreed on the shape and 
form of the Palestinian “state" that could emerge 
at the end of the last stage of the talks. Mr. 
Netanyahu has also pronounced himself coherent- 
ly enough on how best to restart the negotiations 
on the Syrian front. The Arabs, on the other hand, 
are unanimous on the need to create an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state at the conclusion of the 
peace negotiations and to proceed on the Syrian 
track towards comprehensive peace. It becomes 
President Clinton's main task to bridge the gap 
between the two camps after he meets the visiting 
leaders in February and March and hears their 
views and visions. 

Giving the declared position of each of the two 
sides, i.e. the attainment of a lasting peace, the dif- 
ferences between the two sides are bridgeable. 
Washington has enough clout and leverage on 
both sides to realise common denominators on all 
outstanding issues still dividing the parties. There 
is no turning back on the peace process and no 
side can afford to abort what has already been 
painstakingly attained. There is a new Israel 
emerging in the wake of the bitter experiences 
acquired in the past few years as there is a new 
sense of realms permeating the Arab World. The 
Washington talks should help the new trends in 
the Middle East and put them on a conciliatory 
rather than a collision course. 


i ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL R.VI Jaih Tuesday welcomed an Israeli -Palestinian 
agreement on creating joint eommitree.s to carry out the 
second .stage of Israeli forces redeployment in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. Stressing that such positive agree- 
ments constitute the right steps towards the attainment of a 
final settlement, the paper said that bridging of gaps 
between the positions of the two sides, a process begun 
with the agreement on Hebron, is bound to reflect very 
positively on the peace process a> a whole. Benyamin 
Netanyahu won the Israeli society's backing and approval 
from the opposition Labour Party for liis agreement on the 
redeployment of Israelis forces in the Hehrun area and 
this, said the paper, must have given him encouragement 
and incentive to pursue negotiations with the Palestine 
National Authority on the subsequent steps leading to a 
final status settlement. At the same time. Yasser Arafat 
seems to have gained backing front the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's Executive Committee, the 
Palestine National Council and his Fateh faction to pursue 
these negotiations and continue efforts aimed at the 
restoration of all the Palestinian lands and rights, added the 
daily. What is more important, said the paper, is the over- 
whelming support which the Palestinians have acquired 
and continue to secure from the world community for their 
endeavours. 


A WRITER for A1 Ra'i commented on the ongoing con- 
troversy in Israeli political and military circles about the 
presence of Israeli occupation forces inside Lebanese ter- 
ritory. saying that in light of the Israeli government lead- 
ers' statement.-, there will not be an imminent withdrawal. 
Benyamin Netanyahu and his defence minister stressed 
that the government was determined to maintain its forces 
in Lebanon until security arrangements have been made to 
ensure security for northern Israel, said Mohammad 
Barhouma. Noting that Israel is bound by U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 425 to withdraw from Lebanon, the 
writer stressed that the resolution and Lebanon's readiness 
to redeploy its forces in the south to ensure secure borders 
for the two sides should prompt the Jewish state to with- 
draw its forces from the region. Referring to the recent 
helicopter crash that killed 73 Israeli troops, the writer said 
that this incident together with the ongoing Hizbollah 
attacks on Israeli positions have created healed arguments 
inside Israel over the need to pull out these forces which 
military analysts had compared with sitting ducks exposed 
to Hizbollah's repeated resistance attacks. The writer said 
Israel’s heavy losses on the northern front are bound to fur- 
ther escalate the heated debates in Israel, adding that the 
idea of deploying international forces to keep the peace 
along the borders is bound to attract more attention from 
the Israeli society which has been shocked by die mount- 
ing casualties on the front. 


The Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


‘Albright should know that peace 
means equal rights for all in the region’ 


RECENT REVELA- 
TIONS about the tragic 
death of Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright’s 
grandparents in Nazi con- 
centration camps place a 
number of questions 
before us. 

They are serious ques- 
tions about sensitive issues 
and they deserve serious 
and sensitive discussion. 

First, does it matter? Or 
as a reporter asked me the 
day this story appeared in 
the Washington Post: 
“Will it effect her dealings 
with the Arab World?" 

If anything. I believe, the 
stories should create 
greater respect and pro- 
voke a degree of compas- 
sion for Secretary 
Albright. It is important 
for us all to understand the 
honor that was inflicted 
on an entire people. It was 
a horror so great that entire 
families, on a mass scale, 
were exterminated 

(Albright lost three of her 
grandparents and at least 
eight other close relatives 
in the camps). It was a hor- 
ror so great that her par- 
ents sought to protect her 
front it "by fleeing and 
inventing a new past so 
they could create a new 
life. It must be extraordi- 
narily painful for 
Secretary Albright to now 
be faced with this histoiy 
and the reality of the pain 
endured by her grandpar- 
ents and her parents. 

Some have crudely said 
to me: “But she is Jewish," 
as if that is a meaningful 
statement in this contexi 
and can be used to explain 
policy differences they 
have with the secretary. 

In the first place. 
Secretary Albright is not 
Jewish. She is a Christian 
and a Czech- American. 
Only by the Nazis or their 
latter-day adherents could 
she be considered Jewish. 
For them it was a matter of 
race and blood as they 
hunted down for slaughter 
individuals who had 
Jewish ancestors. 

In Secretary Albright’s 
case it is clear. Her family 
were secular and assimi- 
lated Czech patriots. Their 
conversion to Christianity, 
even if prompted by perse- 
cution, was a real fact in 
her life. 

Religion is not race. A 
Christian or Jew who con- 



verts to Islam is a Muslim. 
A Jew who converts to 
Christianity is a Christian. 

But even having said 
this, one must go further 
and ask if religion or eth- 
nicity or race ought, in any 
case, to be used as a mea- 
sure of character or com- 


petence. 

It should not, and as we 
have struggled for cen- 
turies in the U.S.. it must 
not. With regard to LLS- 
Middle East policy, it real- 
ly is not. In fact, some of 
the U.S. political leaders 
who have been most polit- 
ically hostile to Arab and 
Arab American concerns 
have been non-Jews. And 
conversely. Arab 

Americans have devel- 
oped strong working rela- 
tionships with " some 
American Jews who have 
been firmly committed to 
fairness and to building a 
just and lasting peace in 
the Middle East 

However, this argument, 
of necessity, must cut both 
ways. On one too many 
occasions some Jewish 
organisations raised the 
issue of President Bush’s 
Chief of Staff John 
Sununu s Arab ancestry, as 
a possible explanation for 
their concerns with Bush 
administration's policy. 
And while only one men- 
tion was made of former 
Senator George Mitchell’s 
ancestiy during the period 


when he was under con- 
sideration for the position 
of secretary of state, that 
alone was apparently suf- 
ficient to bring Mitchell to 
meet with Jewish leaders 
to affirm his commitment 
to fairness. 

Finally, one must ask 
why. since the principle 
that religion and ethnicity 
are and ought to remain 
irrelevant, are there no 
Arab Americans in any 
State Department or White 
House foreign policy- 
making roles? 

Is it essentia] that there 
be Arab Americans in 
those roles? No. it is not. 
But should competent 
Arab Americans be 
excluded from those roles 
because of their ethnicity? 
Again, the answer should 
be no. 

The case 1 have made to 
the Clinton administration 
in favour of appointing 
.Arab Americans to those 
posts is not that they 
would be more competent, 
but that it is a matter of 
balance and fairness. 

It is also an issue of per- 
ception. 

It was an Israeli paper 
that first published an arti- 
cle in which the author 
expressed surprise and 
delight over the number of 
.American Jews he found 
serving in the White 
House. It was only natural 
that the article would be 


translated into English and 
Arabic and that the 
author's gloating would 
cause concern among 
Arabs and Arab 
Americans. 

There are deep differ- 
ences that divide Arabs 
from many aspects of U.S. 
policy and some positions 
taken by Secretary 
Albright during her tenure 
at the United Nations. 
Those differences were 
based on policy and fed by 
perception. 

There is a legitimate 
basis for Arab frustration 
over the seeming inability 
of the U.S. to treat Arab 
concerns on an equal basis 
with those of the Israelis. 
Arabs can point to a long 
histoiy of negative U.S. 
behaviour and" establish a 
compelling case for U.S. 
insensitivity,.. . . .. 

The perception in the 
Arab World is that for the 
U.S., Arab rights are not 
equal to Israeli rights, and 
Arab fear and suffering are 
not equal to Israeli fear 
and suffering. 

Recent U.S. silence over 
the massacre at Cana and 
passivity in the face of 
new Israeli land grabs in 
the West Bank and heavy- 
handed behaviour in 
Jerusalem have only 
served to reinforce the 
Arab case. 

What ultimately shapes 
U.S. policy on these issues 


is not the religion or eth- 
nicity of the policy makers 
but the political pressure 
that defines the options 
available to them. This is a 
fact that Arabs and Arab 
Americans must under- 
stand and upon which we 
must act. 

Rather than raise the 
irrelevant issues of reli- 
gion and ancestry of U.S. 
policy makers. Arabs and 
Arab Americans must 
frame criticism of U.S. 
policy in clear and direct 
terms. And Arabs and 
Arab Americans must 
organise in support of our 
concerns. 

We must approach 
Madeleine Albright as the 
new secretary of state 
whose job it is to pursue a 
foreign policy that protects 
U.S. interests. She is also a 
■person, ^ho ;h« Jyftown,.i 
suffering and values 
human rights. It is for us to 
present her with a clear 
and compelling case of our 
issues and concerns 
matched by an organised 
political effort that estab- 
lishes for her the fact that 
to protect U.S. interests, 
the U.S. must work for a 
just and lasting peace in 
the Middle East that places 
equal value on the needs 
and rights of all the people 
in the region. 

It is a case we can make 
and it is a case. I believe, j 
she can understand. 


The less equal the asset distribution, 


the slower the growth 


By Michael Bruno 
and Lyn Squire 


WASHINGTON — Signs 
of increased inequality are 
causing growing concern in 
many countries. From the 
United States to Europe and 
Asia, people worry that a 
widening gap between rich 
and poor may worsen 
poverty and crime, causing 
serious social unrest. 

World Bank research 
shows that high levels of 
inequality are undesirable 
for another reason as well. 
In general, the less equal a 
country' 's distribution of 
assets, especially land, the 
slower its economic 
growth. 

The relationship between 
equality and growth is com- 
plex and controversial, 
even among economists. 
But the issue is too impor- 
tant to leave to economists 
alone, since it shapes eco- 
nomic policies that voters 
support and those that they 
oppose. 

For several decades, eco- 
nomic research and popular 
thinking about the issue 
have focused on the impacr 
of economic growth on 
equality. 

In 1955. the economist 
Simon Kuznets argued that 
as a country industrialises, 
the gap between the rich 
and poor first widens, then 
gradually narrows. People 
at opposite ends of the 
political spectrum have 


since used his theory to 
support their views. 

Free market advocates 
maintain that increased 
inequality is a necessary 
condition at the early stages 
of an economic takeoff. 
Social welfare advocates 
use Mr. Kuznets 's ideas to 
champion more measures to 
help the poor; some go fur- 
ther and argue against 
growth altogether, on the 
grounds that it hurts the 


poor. 

Much of this debate has 
been based on faulty con- 
clusions drawn from inade- 
quate information. Mr. 
Kuznets's original work 
used historical" data from 
the first half of the 19ih 
century from just three 
countries — England. 
Germany and the United 
States. Subsequent research 
used larger data sets but 
much of the information 
was derived from unrepre- 
sentative samples, for 
example, cities but not the 
countryside. 

With more and better 
data, it recently became 
possible to reexamine the 
relationship between equal- 
ity and growth. Research by 
the World Bank using a 
greatly improved informa- 
tion base has yielded some 
suiprising results. 

It showed that growth 
does not consistently affect 
equality either way. Of the 
88 countries where there 
was economic growth For a 


decade, equality improved 
slightly in about half the 
cases and worsened slightly 
in the other half. The 
changes over time were 
much smaller than the dif- 
ferences in equality across 
countries. 

While growth did not 
affect equality, it was 
strongly associated with 
reduced poverty. Incomes 
of the poorest fifth of the 
population improved in S5 
per cent of the places where 
there was economic growth 
for a decade. In general, the 
higher the rate of growth, 
the larger the improvement 
in the incomes of the poor. 

The notion that growth 
and poverty reduction go 
hand in hand is not new. 
The bank and most of its 
member countries have 
long proceeded on the basis 
of this assumption. But 
such a view has never been 
universally accepted. Now 
we have much harder evi- 
dence that sustained growth 
reduces poverty. 

What is the impact of 
equality on growth? Using 
the new data, the bank 
found that developing 
nations with a more equal 
distribution of assets, par- 
ticularly land, grew more 
rapidly than countries with 
a less equal distribution. 
The bank did not find a 


similarly strong association 
between income equality 


and growth. 

Why is a more equal dis- 


tribution of land and other 
assets good for growth? 
One likely explanation 
involves credit. We know 
that investment is crucial 
for economic expansion. 
The poor often cannot 
invest because they lack 
capital and the collateral to 
borrow, [.and is a prime 
form of collateral In coun- 
tries with a very unequal 
distribution of assets, many 
people find it difficult or 
impossible to invest even 
in their own health or edu- 
cation. 

While the mechanisms 
linking asset distribution 
and growth require further 
research, the bank's find- 
ings already explain much 
about the stark differences 
in progress in the global 
fight against poverty in the 
past 30 years. 

Economies in East Asia 
that had comparatively 
equal land distribution and 
aggressively pursued eco- 
nomic growth have 
achieved dramatic reduc- 
tions in poverty. In Latin 
America. land distribution 
has generally been less 
equal, growth has been 
slower and less consistent, 
and poverty has remained 
high. 

Land distribution patterns 
vary in Africa, but many 
economies have stagnated 
or contracted. As a result, 
poverty became worse, 
regardless of the distribu- 
tion of arsets. 


The new research find- 
ings. and the differing expe- 
riences of East Asia. Latin 
America and Africa, sug- 
gest three lessons for 
finance ministers and others 
concerned about growth, 
equality and poverty. 

First, countries that wish 
to reduce poverty should 
aggressively pursue sus- 
tained economic growth. 

Second, countries with 
very unequal asset distribu- 
tion should try to improve 
the access of the poor to 
productive assets. Land 
redistribution is often polit- 
ically difficult and may hurt 
the poor if it reduces invest- 
menL which is crucial to 
growth. However, other 
potential remedies include 
improving access to educa- 
tion. health care and credit. 

. Anally, and perhaps most 
importantly, the bank's 
research does not support 
the widely held view that 
governments must choose 
between equality and 
growth. The most effective 
policies will be those that 
simultaneously promote 
both. 


Michael Bruno is chief 
economist and senior vice 
Prudent for development 
economics at the World 
Bank. Lvn Squire is director 

f* he . Policy 

Research Depanment. Thi s 
article is reprinted fwm the 


OCG 


« 


■ TO ME'I 


Prurient 


press 


By Ali Kassay 


SOME TIME ago a friend 
of mine told me a remark- 
able story. It appears that ; 
his father turned up at his : 
office one day to take him 
on a social visit. Finding 
that his progeny was occu- 
pied with something that 
could not wait, paterfamil- 
ias decided to read the 
newspaper (one of Jordan's 
leading dailies, it matters 
little which one) while the I 
offspring finished the task 
at hand. Only when the 
perusal was completed did 
the reader realise that the 
paper was one year old. 

This, actually, is typical 
of our media, which has a 
peculiar way of reporting 
events: the names -are 

changed occasionally, per- 
haps" to protect the inoo- . 
cent, but the stories remain 
the same. Even the layout 
remains largely unchanged 
day in. day out. 

This state of affairs was 
brought into sharp focus a 
few "weeks ago when the 
Minister of " Information 
criticised the press for 
“monotonous perfor- 
mance" (Jordan Times, 
Jan. 19). Unfortunately, 
immediately below this 
story, there was another 
with the headline: 
“Tabloid editor receives 
six-month sentence" for f 
“violating the Press and 
Publications Law", proba- 
bly by failing to be monot- 
onous enough. 

But the "problem with 
Jordanian journalism goes 
a lot deeper than that. You 
see, many Jordanian jour- 
nalists. who started their 
'Careers in one or another of 
-'our newspapers, moved on 
to make highly credible 
names for themselves in 
the international media, 
and the more fortunate 
among them have settled 
permanently abroad. 

The sad part of these suc- 
cess stories is that most of 
them remain loyal to die 
publication where they 
wrote their first stories or 
made their first editing 
strokes. So why does this 
attachment rarely tran- 
scend the level of nostalgia 
? Simply put. because the 
management of our news-^ 
papers, in the noble tradi-" 
lion of most of our public 
and private institutions, 
refuse to contemplate any 
terms of employment other 
than slave labour. 

These terms tend to be 
acceptable to a kid fresh 
out of college, and with 
zero experience. However, 
after six months to two 
years, that person grows 
into an adult with bills to 
pay and commitments to 
meet. This is where the 
conflict arises. 

You see. it has yet to 
dawn on Jordanian 
employers that their staff 
need to eat. Therefore, 
from the moment when an 
employee claims a salary 
that would enable him to 
indulge in this ruinous pur- 
suit. he becomes a menace 
whose continued presence^ 
may spread seditious ideas^ 
among the rest of the staff. 

One could argue that his 
presence coufd equally 
improve the quality of jour- 
nalism in Jordan, taken as 
an example. But then 
again, since when has qual- 
ity been a priority ? I ana 
told that one pillar of the 
Jordanian media once 
exclaimed to his staff 
'Who asks you for news? 

Put a print of my shoe on 
the front page, and get the 
advertisements and"obitu- 
the press in time !” 

This attitude, unfortu- 
nately. is not an isolated 
case, h is the norm. These 
attitudes, much more than 
M >’. bureaucratic con- 
straints. are turning the 
Jordanian workplace into 
[he last refuge of the inepfr 
The sad part of it all is thjjf 
11 very- hard to sec how a ‘ 
society can progress when 
it chases away any sign of 
talent or ambition with 
scorn and blows. . 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt to put up candidate for head of IAEA 

yr E 8yP r ha $ decided to put up a candidate 
fonhe post of director general of the International Atom- 

T «yS? y 'n.? nCy (IAEA) ’ a F °reign Ministry source said 
? Ians to propose career diplo- 
mat Mohammad 1 Shaker, a former ambassador to Brimin, 
the source said. Hans Blix, whose term as director gener- 
al of the agency runs out this year, has expressed disinter- 
est m running for the post again, according to the source. 
Egypt will seek Arab support for its candidate at a meet- 
ing next month of Arab foreign ministers in Cairo. “In a 
taat agreement between the member countries of the 
IAEA, it was agreed the next director general of the 
organisation would come from the developing world,” the 
source said. Egypt has repeatedly called for Israel to elim- 
inate its nuclear potential, stick to the Non-ProHferation 
Treaty, and place nuclear installations under IAEA super- 
vision. 

Scores fall off pyramid during holiday 

CAIRO (AP; — Seventy-three people have been injured, 
22 seriously, when they fell off the Cheops Py rami d while 
attempting to climb the famed monument during the first 
two days of the ‘Eid holiday, the daily newspaper A1 
Akhbar reported Tuesday. It said the injured where most- 
ly children from among the thousands who flock to the 
site of the three Giza pyramids just outside the Egyptian 
capital to celebrate ’Eid A1 Fib. Climbing the 137-metre 
high Cheops Pyramid, also known as the Great Pyramid, 
is banned, but police are often unable to enforce the law 
during busy periods. The Great Pyramid was built as a 
tomb for King Cheops, who ruled Egypt during the 4th 
Dynasty (2613-2494 B.C.). The pyramid, together with 
the nearby and smaller Kheffen and Menkaure py ram ids 
and die Sphinx are among the world’s seven wonders. 

Yemen exhibition to be staged in Paris 

ADEN (AFP) — An exhibition on the civilisations of 
ancient Yemen will be held in Paris in October, with near- 
ly 300 artefacts displayed at the Institut du Monde arabe. 
a Yemeni official said Tuesday. Around 200 items will be 
selected from Yemeni museums while the others will be 
borrowed from European and American museums for the 
six-month exhibition, said the director of the antiquities 
department, Yousef Mohammad Abdullah. “Yemeni 
scholars are preparing a book on the civilisations of 
Yemen for the occasion,’’ he was quoted as saying by state 
radio. Museums in Munich. Vienna and other European 
cities have asked to host die exhibition later, he added. 
Yemen had the most advanced civilisations in the Arabian 
Peninsula in the thousand years before the birth of Christ. 
These civilisations were unique because they did not 
grow up around a major river but created their own water 
supply by trapping rainfall using a sophisticated network 
of dams, whose most famous was at Ma’rib in the east. 

Protesters burn Chinese flags in Thrkey 

ANKARA (AFP) — Nearly 100 ethnic Uighurs have 
burned Chinese flags in front of the Chinese consulate in 
Istanbul in protest of what they called China's oppressive 
policies against Muslims in Xinjiang province, the Turk- 
ish press reported Tuesday. Monday’s demonstration 
came in the . wake of. riots by separatist Uighurs against 
ethnic Chinese which left more’ than iff 1 people" cTeacfin 
two days of violence in Xinjiang. The Uigbur demonstra- 
tors chanted slogans against China and burned Chinese 
flags before the consulate before dispersing peacefully, 
the Istanbul-based daily Milliyet said. “Chinese authori- 
ties have arrested more than 3,000 Uighur Turks in Xin- 
jiang in tibe latest wave of violence,” Ahmet Turkoz, head 
of the East Turkistan Association, told the rally. The asso- 
ciation which calls Xinjiang East Turkistan says more 
than 300,000 ethnic Uighurs, a Turkic group, have been 
living in Turkey after fleeing their motherland. 

Britons get Humanitarian Law Prize 

GENEVA (AFP) — Two Britons were awarded the 1997 
Paul Reuter Prize by Red Cross members for their con- 
tributions to international humanitarian law, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
announced here Tuesday. General A.P.V. Rogers and Pro- 
fessor Geoffrey Best were declared co-winners of the 
prize that is awarded every three years and which is 
worth 2,000 Swiss francs (S1.400). Dr. Rogers, director of 
the British army ’s judicial services, was singled out for his 
work entitled '“Law on the Battlefield,” which focuses on 
legal rules that all commanding officers should be versed 
in and apply. Dr. Best, who teaches at Oxford University, 
was hailed for a book titled “War and Law Since 1945’’ 
which treats the links between civilisation and war from 
an historical angle. The prize is administered by the ICRC 
on the behest of Paul Reuter, a former professor in Paris 
and president of the U.N.'s International Law Commis- 
sion. 

Kuwaiti dies of gas inhalation from oil reserve 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A Kuwaiti worker trying ro 
measure the level of an oil deposit in southern Kuwait 
died after he was overcome by gas emitted by the reserve, 
the official KUNA news agency said Tuesday. He died on 
the way to the hospital from the crude oil deposit at AJ 
Wafra in the south, KUNA said. In November, an Asian 
worker died and 13 others were asphyxiated by sul- 
phurous gas which escaped from a thermal power station. 

British nanny charged with murder 

BOSTON (AFP) — An 18-year-oM British nanny was 
:harged Tuesday with murdering a nine-month-old baby 
n her care, Massachusetts police chief Frank Gorgone 
aid. Louise Woodward, from Chester. England, was 
rhaiged with murdering Matthew Eappen, who was hos- 
pitalised with brain damage last Tuesday and died Snn- 
lay of a brain haemorrhage. Mr. Gorgone said medical 
staff had determined that the cause of death was “blunt 
ibree trauma" to the head. He said Ms. Woodward would 
ip pear in court ou Thursday to answer the^ charge. Assis- 
ant District Attorney Lynne Rooney said evidence to 
iupport the murder charge would go before a grand jury. 

Israeli TV shows papers on gold payments 

rEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli public television Tuesday 
evealed documents on Nazi Germany s payments in 
rold to Switzerland during World War II. The docu- 
ments. said to be shown publicly for the first time and 
vhose origin was not specified, included a handwritten 
>alance sheet on the delivery of gold bars. The gold, val- 
led at $550 million at the rime, had been seized in occu- 
pied countries and part of it belonged to Jews, the tele- 
vision said. It was used as payment for purchases made 
n neutral Switzerland by Germany. The three largest 
Swiss banks announced last week the creation of a fund 
br Holocaust victims into which they promised to put 
100 million Swiss francs ($71 million ). They asked the 
toverament and private sector business to contribute as 
veil. 



SPANISH FESTIVAL: A donkey is pulled out of the crowd during the annual "Peropalo" ancient carni- 
val in the village of Villanueva de la Vera in western Spain on Tuesday. The donkey was walked and rid- 
den around the village by a crowd of heavily drunken villagers and afterwards trotted unhurt to a field 
(Rulers photo) 


Somali warlord misses former life in U.S. 


NAIROBI (AP) — The 
self-proclaimed president 
of Somalia has an official 
residence, an entourage of 
dozens and meetings with 
intern ational leaders. 

But Hussein Mohammad 
Aideed misses the fun of 
his former life in the United 
States. 

“Definitely. 1 miss the fun 
times and normal life, 
which I had with family, 
with my wife back in 
America," the naturalised 
U.S. citizen said Sunday in 
an interview with the Asso- 
ciated Press. 

“But ... there is so much 
to do in Somalia today,” he 
said. “In that challenge 
there is a lot of gratifica- 
tion.” 

The 34-year-old son of 
General Mohanimad Farrah 
"Xideed ^ succeeded ' his 
father, who died in August 
from wounds suffered in 
battle, as the leader of 
Somalia’s most powerful 
faction. 

He carries his father's 
walking stick with an 
engraved silver handle, and 
was closely watched — and 
sometimes prompted — by 
five aides who sat in on the 
interview. 


The younger Aideed, who 
formerly lived in Califor- 
nia. first came to public 
attention when he was serv- 
ing as a Somali- English 
interpreter in December 
1992 as part of a U.S. 
Marine contingent that 
spearheaded Operation 
Restore Hope. 

The U.S.-led United 
Nations mission was 
intended to safeguard the 
distribution of food to 
Somalis who had been cut 
off from supplies by the late 
1980s clan war that ulti- 
mately destroyed the mod- 
em Somali state. 

Eighteen Marines were 
killed ttying to capture 
Gen. Aideed before the 
U.S. forces pulled oul The 
U.N. peacekeeping mission 
in Somalia finally withdrew 
in MaTCh - 1995. 

The post of Somali presi- 
dent is hotly contested by 
Mr. Aideed’s father's rival. 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad. A 
coalition of 27 factions is 
united in opposition to Mr. 
Aideed’s claim to the presi- 
dency. Sometimes they 
make their point with street 
battles in south Mogadishu, 
which Mr. Aideed’s faction 
controls along with several 


outlying pockets of Soma- 
lia. 

Mr. Aideed admitted to 
being frightened by the 
risks of his job. 

“Yes. quite a biL ii both- 
ers me sometimes, but 
when you look at the over- 
whelming need ... that over- 
weighs the personal fears 
that I have ” he said. 

“The chance of succeed- 
ing. of people having a nor- 
mal life again, that" is the 
most important." 

Without naming him. Mr. 
Aideed said Mr. Ali Mahdi 
led the only real rival fac- 
tion to his. He invited the 
others “to come in and par- 
ticipate inside the country.” 

Mr. Aideed said his role 
was to “carry on with my 
father’s legacy and to intro- 
duce new policies, in, terms 
of the reconstruction of the 
country." He said he could 
be “a bridge between 
Somalia and the rest of the 
world due to my experience 
as a person who grew up in 
the West." 

Mr. Aideed badly needs 
to attract outside develop- 
ment aid to reopen schools 
and hospitals, and to 
improve water supplies and 
roads, to prove that he’s a 


man with clout. 

Governments and aid 
agencies have been unwill- 
ing to invest in Mr. Aideed 
territory or the pans of 
Somalia he controls 
because of continuing vio- 
lence. 

Mr. Aideed said he also 
needed help to round up 
mines and heavy artillery 
scattered around the coun- 
try and to combat famine 
resulting from a regional 
drought, which he' said 
could be as bad as the one 
that killed 25U.0(KJ Somalis 
in 1992. 

“When people get hungry, 
or when they have catastro- 
phes. it is very easy to put 
them back in to violence 
and that should be prevent- 
ed.” he said. 

Mr. Aideed also dis- 
missed the .possibility of 
allowing northern Somalia 
to remain independent — 
even though it now has its 
own government, currency 
and ' a democratically 
appointed president. 

“There will not be two 
Somalias.” he said. “Thai is 
my position, that was the 
position of my late father, 
and the overwhelming posi- 
tion of Somalis." 


S. Africa to decide on Syria arms deal next week 


(Continued from page 1) 

the Arabic newspaper A1 
HayaL 

“There are Western com- 
panies which sell weapons 
to Syria and they are not 
subject to any sanction. If 
American or British finns 
decide to sell weapons to 
Syria does anyone speak of 
imposing sanctions on 
them?” he asked. 

Mr. AsmaJ, whose com- 
mission must rule on the 
moral implications of such 
sales, said he could not pre- 
dict what the government's 
decision would be. 

Reports of the controver- 
sial arms deal that resulted 
in coolness between Wash- 
ington and Pretoria have 
been blown out of propor- 
tion, another senior govern- 
ment official said. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Aziz Pahad also denied 
reports that an arms deal 
was in the offing with China 
— another country criti- 
cised for its human rights 
record. 

Mr. Pahad explained that 
under new South African 
arms sales rules, any dealer 


can apply for a marketing 
permit, then demonstrate his 
wares anywhere in the 
world and does not need 
government authorisation 
until after having secured a 
contract. 

The firm seeking to sell 
firing systems for Syria's 
Russian-made T-72 tanks 
“were given a permit to 
market that product any- 
where in the world.” Mr. 
Pahad said. 

“They demonstrated in 
Syria, but there was never a 
question of a contract being 
obtained and we having to 
decide whether we will 
agree to give them permis- 
sion” for a contract, he said. 
“We have been debating an 
issue that is not on the agen- 
da.” 

Mr. Pahad said it was an 
accepted fact that Syria 
would take at least two and 
a half years before deciding 
and had also received offers 
from eight other competi- 
tors, including, he said. 
French. Spanish and U.S. 
firms. 

“You are aware that arms 
sales is not a clean busi- 
ness." he told reporters. 


“but it exists and we are try- 
ing to ensure that we are a 
country’ with a responsible 
amis sales policy." 

“We have to implement a 
foreign policy based on our 
national interest, but we are 
conscious that our national 
interest cannot be manifest- 
ed outside of the 
international context in 
which we function.” he 
added. 

Mr. Pahad said he looked 
forward to "tackle some of 
these issues" next week 
when Mr. Gore arrives 
here. 

He chided the media for 
jumping the gun on “the so- 
called amis sales to Syria 
and ... the so-called arms 
sale to the People's Repub- 
lic of China (PRC).” 

“All of us in our respec- 
tive ministries were looking 
for an application for a con- 
tract to sell arms to the 
PRC." Mr. Pahad said. 

“AH we could come up 
with was that one of the 
companies that has a mar- 
keting permit has been talk- 
ing to somebody in the PRC 
about the possibility of 
buying some arms — but it 


is nowhere near fruition." 

Mr. Pahad said new rules 
governing South African 
arms sales, a major source 
of income after the industry 
developed under apartheid, 
were "very stringent — but 
this does not mean mistakes 
cannot happen.” 

Last year, he said, the gov- 
ernment panel dealing with 
arms sales received “over a 
thousand applications from 
our arms industry to get 
marketing permits and of 
this approved 500 contracts 
— so there is a lot of activ- 
ity that does not necessarily 
lead to a controversy.” 

He said the emotional 
issue of arms sales required 
the government to be "more 
transparent ... (and) ensure 
that the broad guidelines we 
have adopted arc imple- 
mented.” 

He rejected charges that 
the recipient country's 
human rights record was 
not a criterion in selling 
weapons, but added that 
"the whole issue of human 
rights has to be handled very 
carefull> because ... there 
are different definitions” of 
the concept. 


Israelis raze more bedouin homes for settlement 


(Continued from page 1) 

Lt. Lemer. the 
spokesman for the Israeli 
military authorities' civil 
administration, said the 
land had been reserved for 
the expansion of the adja- 
cent Jewish settlement of 
Maaleh Adumim. 

‘•It is like a front line. 
What can we do? They are 
evicting us by force.” said 
25-year-old Musa Moham- 
mad Al Hiresh moments 
before Israeli soldiers 


pulled him away by his 
shirt collar as he stood next 
to his wife and three chil- 
dren. 

“Is this a state? Is this a 
civilised action? They are 
evicting us to build for 
Jews from Ethiopia and 
Russia,” complained 60- 
year-old Mohammad 

Rashid as a bulldozer 
knocked down his tin 
shack. 

Chief Palestinian negotia- 
tor Saeb Erekat condemned 
the evacuation and said he 


had filed a complaint with 
the Israeli government. 

"We demanded that Israel 
stop such measures and to 
abide by the agreements 
signed.” Mr. Erekat told 
Reuters. 

It was the third wave of 
evictions this year by Israel 
of members of the Jahalin 
tribe, who are scattered 
across the wilderness east 
of Arab East Jerusalem. 

Members of the tribe said 
they had been living at the 
disputed site since Israel 


forced them to leave their 
homes in the desert in 1 950 
and drove them across the 
demarcation line to the 
West Bank. 

"I knew the bedouin even 
before 1 knew the (Jewish) 
residents here. They have 
been living here since 
before Maaleh Adumim 
was builL" said Yossi Has- 
son, 49. an Israeli truck dri- 
ver from Maaleh Adumim. 

"I came here to tell them 
that 1 am sorry about what 
they are doing to them." 


Netanyahu asked to okay 
new Jerusalem settlement 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Representatives 
of Israel’s ruling coalition 
Tuesday pressed Prime 
Minister Benyamin Neta- 
nyahu to approve con- 
struction of a new Jewish 
quarter in Arab East 
Jerusalem, but he has 
postponed any decision, a 
parliamentary official 
said. 

During their meeting, 
the representatives asked 
Mr. Netanyahu for imme- 
diate authorisation to 
build the new neighbour- 
hood of Har Honiu in 
southeastern Jerusalem. 

Mr. Neianyahu pm off a 
response but told his 
coalition partners he 
would meet with a com- 
mittee on “construction, 
development and paving 
streets'' in Arab East 
Jerusalem. aimed at 
boosting Israeli conirol 
there, when he returns 
from the United Slates. 

The Israeli prime minis- 
ter will hold talks with 
U.S. President Bill Clin- 


ton Thursday on the future 
of die peace process. 

After their meeting with 
Mr. Netanyahu, the coali- 
tion representatives said 
they were disappointed. 

However. Arieh Ainil. 
the official in charge of 
the Jerusalem area, 
warned Tuesday against 
building the neighbour- 
hood. 

“Such u decision would 
be extremist and could 
trigger violent reactions 
l from the Palestinians) 
because the tension in 
Jerusalem continues to 
increase." he said at a 
news conference. 

Israel and the Palestini- 
ans have agreed that the 
final status of Arab East 
Jerusalem is to he deter- 
mined in negotiations. 

Palestinians say they 
want Arab E;lm Jerusalem 
to be tiic capital of a 
future Palestinian state. 

However. Israel says 
East Jerusalem is part of 
its “divided eternal capi- 
tal." 


Prisoner release snagged 


(Continued from page 1) 

led government. 

Bui Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman and army offi- 
cials refused to pardon Ms. 
Marouf and three other 
women involved in killing 
or wounding Israelis and 
the others remained in their 
cells in solidarity. 

The prisoner releases 
marked the second time 
since last month's Hebron 
agreement that Mr. 
Netanyahu carried out ele- 
ments of the peace accords 
with the Palestinians signed 
by his dovish pr< deeessors. 

As opposition leader. Mr. 
Netanyahu had bitterly 
fought against the agree- 
ments, but after his May 
election victory said he 
would honour Israel’s com- 
mitments to the Palestini- 
ans. 

About two dozen Israelis 
protested outside Sharon 
prison against the release. 
“It makes a mockery’ of the 
rule of law. We are capitu- 
lating to pressure from the 
Palestinians,” said Shuki 
Lax. a member of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s Likud Party. 

Several dozen Israelis 
demonstrated outside Mr. 
Netanyahu's office, includ- 
ing a dozen women dressed 
as Arab guerrillas. They 
chanted "Jewish blood for 
peace." 

“Freed to kill again" and 
■’kill Jews for peace" read 


sonic of the placards. Three 
of the demonstrators car- 
ried a coffin with a sign 
reading ''victims of 
peace." 

The releases were 
finalised in a Sunday meet- 
ing between Mr. Netanyahu 
and Mr. A ratal. 

Some 3.000 Palestinian 
men remain in Israeli jails, 
most held on charges of 
anti-Israeli violence. Mt. 
Arafat said the release of 
the Palestinian men was 
high on the agenda of his 
peace negotiators. 

In Ramallah. relatives 
and friends of the detainees 
celebrated and danced in 
the street while awaiting 
the freed women’s arrival. 

“It’s been like u war of 
nerves for them and for us 
wondering when they 
would be released." said 
Muyson Al Ghussein. 
whose sister May was 
serving a life sentence for 
killing a suspected Israeli 
collaborator while in jail. 

Adel Q:irush waited anx- 
iously to greet his wife, 
Zuhra, who he said had 
developed diabetes and cir- 
culation problems during 
her 1 1 years in Israeli jail. 

“She's not in good shape, 
after her release we're 
going to the United States 
to treat her." he said as two 
of the couple's sons danced 
nearby. 


Netanyahu may not seek 
Abu Marzouk extradition 


(Continued from page 1) 

their meeting next month 
not to send Mr. Abu Mar- 
zouk to Israel. 

Mr. Arafat has been try- 
ing to win over Hamas, tiis 
most serious political rival. 
His efforts could be under- 
cut if an Abu Marzouk trial 
in Israel serves as a rallying 
point for Hamas. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk. 46, 
has lived in Virginia since 
the early 1980s. He was 
arrested in mid- 1995 when 
he reentered the United 
States after a trip abroad, 
and immigration inspectors 
noted that he had been put 
on a list of suspected terror- 
ists. 

A federal court judge 


ruled in May that there was 
cause to believe Mr. Abu 
Marzouk was involved in 
10 attacks from 1990 to 
1994 in which 47 people 
were killed and I4S 
injured. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk says he 
belonged to Hamas* politi- 
cal wing and is not 
involved in attacks. 

Israeli experts have said 
Israel has little choice but 
to go through with a trial, 
regardless of the risks to the 
peace process. Israel has 
had a long-standing policy’ 
of going after suspected 
“terrorists." and Mr. 
Netanyahu has been one of 
the most outspoken propo- 
nents of such an approach. 


Crown Prince arrives in Paris 


(Continued from page 1) 

Prince Hnssnn. who was 
received in Paris with full 
military honours, later vis- 
ited the national library and 
was accompanied on a tour 
of its various sections by its 
president, Jean-Pierre 
Angremy. 

During a tour of the man- 
uscripts section, the Crown 
Prince noted the deep roots 
of "globalism” and cooper- 
ation and interconnected- 
ness of cultures which were 
demonstrated by a manu- 
script of the Greek philoso- 
pher Aristotie which was 
translated to Latin from 
Arabic after the Arabs 
translated it from Greek. 


The Crown Prince, who is 
accompanied by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath. 
was received ui the airport 
by the spokesman of the 
French government, minis- 
ter of the Budget Alain 
Lamassoure. other French 
officials. Jordanian Ambas- 
sador to France Sharif 
Fawaz Sharaf. French 
Ambassador in Amman 
Bernard Bajolet, Minister 
of Finance Marwan Awad 
and Minister of Informa- 
tion Marwan Musher who 
are pan of the delegation 
accompanying Prince Has- 
san on the visit, which 
comes at the invitation of 
Mr. Juppe. 
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OECD: Despite aid slump 



capital inflows to Third 
World hit record $239b 


PARIS (AFP) — Capital 
inflows imo the developing 
world hit a record $239 bil- 
lion in 199?, with dynamic 
Asian economies picking 
up the lion's share, as poor- 
er. mainly African nations 
faced declining official aid. 
the OECD said Wednesday. 

The OECD's Develop- 
ment Assistance Committee 
i DAO reported a near dou- 
bling of total net resource 
flows from SI 22 billion in 
1991. led by a more than 
three-fold increase in pri- 
vate capital inflows, which 
rose to Si 59 billion. 

But it stressed that SO per 
cent of the private flows 
went to “a dozen or so oF 
the larger and most dynam- 
ic emerging economies." 
with fast-growing Asian 
countries, including China, 
taking by far the" largest 
share. 

Private inflows into sub- 
Saharan Africa ’fell by 
nearly two-thirds in real 
terms" during the first half 
of the 1990s.~it noted. 

The annual DAC chair- 
man’s report said official 
development assistance 
(ODA). vital to poor states 
with limited capital market 
access, was hit by budget 
deficit-cutting in major 
donor countries, with dis- 
bursements slightly 

reduced to S60 billion in 
1995. 

In real terms, adjusted for 
exchange rate swings and 
inflation. ODA dropped by 
nine per cent to S53.5 bil- 
lion in 1994 prices, it noted, 
blaming a 27 per cent cut- 
back in U.S. aid and signif- 
icant reductions by other 
major donors as well. 

A one per cent increase in 
ODA from Japan, the 


biggest donor in 1995 at 
S14.4 billion — ■ twice the 
amount provided by the 
U.S., itself overtaken by 
France and Germany — did 
little to improve the overall 
DAC performance. 

Aid from DAC countries 

— 21 members of the 29- 
nation Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) plus 
the European Commission - 
which reached 0.35 per cent 
of their combined GNP 
(gross national product) in 
the early 19S0s. fell back 
from 0.30 per cent of GNP 
in 1994 to 0.27 per cent in 
1995. 

This was the poorest 
showing by DAC donors 
since 1970. when the Unit- 
ed Nations set a target of 
0.7 per cent. 

Only four DAC countries 

— Denmark. Norway. 
Sweden and the Nether- 
lands — have attained this 
target. 

DAC. Chairman James 
Michel said the drop in offi- 
cial aid hit “the smaller and 
poorer countries that are 
most in need of external 
finance" to achieve sustain- 
able development. 

He said this “cast a shad- 
ow on the credibility” of 
DAC's new “development 
partnerships strategy" 
adopted last year, which 
advocates coordinated 
donor support for “local 
initiative, capacity and self- 
reliance." 

Mr. Michel said a contin- 
uation of recent trends 
“could have grave conse- 
quences." 

The DAC report said pri- 
vate flows, boosted by a 
surge in bank lending and 
steady growth in foreign 


direct investment fFDI) 
reflecting world-wide eco- 
nomic globalisation, now 
account for two-thirds of ail 
external development fin- 
ance. 

It said ODA has dropped 
by one-quarter in real terms 
over the past decade and 
amounted to only 28.3 per 
cent of total resource flows 
in 1995 aeainst 66 percent 
in 1987. 

DAC analysts said Asian 
low-income countries — 


not counting giants China 


and India — have done bet- 
ter than the Africans. 

Net external inflows into 
poor African and Asian 
countries reached respec- 
tively S22 billion and S24 
billion in 1995. 

But while the Africans 
had to rely almost exclu- 
sively on official finance, 
private inflows into the 
Asian countries accounted 
for about half their total net 
inflows. 

Overall, private flows 
were up by 1S.6 per cent 
from 1994. mainly due to a 
64 per cent rise in commer- 
cial bank lending to S70 
billion, including some S50 
billion in short-term loans. 

Foreign direct investment 
from DAC countries hit a 
new peak of $53.6 billion, a 
10.5 per cent increase from 
the 1994 level of $48.5 bil- 
lion. 

The overall net resource 
transfer, which did not cap- 
ture the growing tide of 
investment flows, including 
equity transactions, inside 
the developing world, 
showed a more moderate 
1 1 per cent increase from 
the previous year's $215 
billion, the report showed. 


Higher Asian exports boost Dubai’s trade 


DUBAI (AFP) — Higher 
imports from Japan and other 
South East Asian countries 
boosted Dubai’s trade by more 
than 10 per cent in 1996 and 
pushed cargo volume to a 
record level, officials have said. 
The non-oil trade of Dubai the 
main trans-shipment centre in 
the Middle East, topped 80 bil- 
lion dirhams ($21.7 billion) in 
1 996 compared with around 70 
billion dirhams (S 19 billion) in 
1995. they said. 

The 1996 figure includes 
around 60 billion dirhams 
($16.3 billion) in imports and 
the rest were exports and reex- 
ports. 

Preliminary figures obtained 
from the Dubai Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
showed more than 20 billion 
dirhams ($5.44 billion.) worth 
of imports came from Japan. 
China. South Korea. Taiwan. 
Hong Kong and Singapore. 

‘There was a large increase 
in Dubai's imports last year. 
The bulk of the increase came 
from Asia,” a chamber official 
told AFP. 

The increase had a direct 
impact on Dubai’s Cargo Vil- 
lage. which was built near the 
southern Gulf emirate’s airport 
five years ago to cope with 
growing business. 

The volume handled by 
Cargo Village, the biggest of its 
kind in the region, hit a record 
369,000 tonnes in 1996, up by 
around 13 per cent over the 
previous year when it totalled 
nearly 325,000 tonnes, official 
figures showed. 

Cargo in 1996 included 
around 188,560 tonnes of 
imports compared with 
160,900 tonnes in 1995. Tran- 
sit goods also surged by around 
23 per cent to 61,100 tonnes 
from 49,400 tonnes in the same 
period. 

“There is a general upturn in 
business and trade in Dubai 
and the region.” the Caigo Vil- 
lage director. All AI JalJaf, told 
AFP. 

“Last year was a record year 
for business at our village. This 
is mainly because of a general 


increase in international trade, 
especially exports by .Asian 
countries, which see us as a 
link between the East and the 
West.” he said. 

Most of Dubai’s imports 
from Asia and other areas are 
reexported to neighbouring 
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait 
and as far as eastern Europe, 
Russia and other former Soviet 
republics. India and Pakistan. 

Dubai dubbed the Hong 
Kong of the Middle East han- 
dles more than one fifth of the 
Gulfs non-oil trade and this 
has made it die baro metre of 
economic activity in the oil- 
rich region. 

An increase in its trade indi- 
cates a general business 
upswing in Saudi Arabia, Iran 
and other parts of the Middle 
East 


Mr. Jallaf said that he expect- 
ed activity at the Caigo Village 
to surge to another record level 
of 450.000 tonnes in 1997 due 
to a projected growth in trade. 

Until the year 2000. the 
growth is forecast to range 
between 13 and 15 per cent 
annually, slower than the 25 
per cent growth rate recorded 
in the first two years after the 
village was set up in 1 99 1 . he 
said. 

“We have taken into consid- 
eration the growth rales over 
the past years. We have 
expanded the village by more 
than 50 per cent. We now haw 
plans for further expansions to 
face the expected increase.” he 
added. 

The Cargo Village was built 
at a cost of around $75 million 
but several millions have been 


spent on expansions. It handles 
most of the cargo at Dubai air- 
port, the second busiest in the 
region after Cairo airport. 

Dubai’s ports of Jebel Ali 
and Rashid, among the biggest 
20 harbours in the world, also 
reported a surge in operations 
in 1996, with more than two 
million containers handled. 
Officials expect further 
increases this year. 

As the second biggest and 

wealthiest member of the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates tUAE) after 
Abu Dhabi Dubai has attract- 
ed more than $3 billion in 
investment from Asia and other 
countries at its Jebel Ali free 
zone. 

Officials foresee a sharp rise 
in capita] flow after Britain 
returns its Hong Kong colony 
to China this year. 


Cyprus liberalises investment 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Cyprus 
has eased restrictions on for- 
eign investment to boost the 
economy and get it in line 
with European Union (EU) 
regulations before the country 
begins talks on joining the 
EU. 

Central bank official Haris 
Hudjigregoriou said the bank 
cased controls on foreign 
ownership, making it easier 


for foreigners to invest in this 
eastern Mediterranean island 
by allowing them to control 
100 per cent of companies in 
the retail and wholesale trad- 
ing and service sectors. 

The previous policy, decid- 
ed in I9S6. set a 49 per cent 
ceiling on foreign ownership 
in most cases and barred entry 
in other areas. 

However, a maximum of 49 


per cent foreign control will 
remain the rule in some sec- 
tors such as the leisure indus- 
try. 

For foreign investment in 
finance and insurance compa- 
nies. banks and publications 
the percentage of ownership 
will be decided on the merit of 
the applications, he said. 

Previously these areas were 
considered “saturated" which 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Ballet step 
4 Glen 

8 Church sections 

13 Remainder 

14 Distinctive style 

15 — Boothe Luce 

16 Singing voice 

17 San — (Riviera 
resort) 

18 Entertainer 

19 Despondent 

22 Pismire 

23 Mother — 

24 Deciduous tree 
26 Site of 

Napoleon’s exile 
29 Red 
32 Silly one 
36 Pinnacle 

38 lota 

39 Brutish one 

40 Place of 
sacrifice 

41 Anklebones 

42 Utter without 
thinking 

43 Manner 

44 French painter 

45 Spanish lady 
47 — Amaz 

49 Punkies 
51 Follows 
56 Before 
58 Greatly pleased 
61 Reluctant 

63 Rubber trees 

64 Opposed to 

65 — Hawkins Day 

66 Rhythm 

67 Goblet feature 

68 Arabian prince 

69 Flying prefix 

70 Disfigure 
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by Florence C. Adler 


DOWN 

1 Volcanic mount 

2 Flower 

3 Scarf 

4 Springlike 

5 Shake — (hurry) 

6 Easily duped 
one 

7— Gay 

8 Give one’s 
consent 

9 Arafat’s org. 

10 Friend in need 


11 Ireland 

12 Denomination 

13 Float 

20 Words of 
understanding 

21 Corrupting 
influence 

25 Muse of poetry 

27 Romantic isle 

28 Trod the boards 

30 Only 

31 Discharge 

32 Sailors 

33 Stare at 

34 Fruit drink 

35 Attack 

37 Equine feature 
40 Name in violins 
44 Obey 

46 TV newscaster 
48 Takes care of 
50 Underwater 
apparatus 

52 Muscle 
contraction 

53 Utah mountain 
range 

54 Enroll 
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55 Read 
superficial ly 

56 Lioness of note 

57 Wander 


59 Swiss painter 

60 TV producer, 
Norman 

62 Cravat 


meant that foreign participa- 
tion in such sectors was not 
allowed. 

Three sectors which are still 
classified as “saturated" are 
development of land, and 
operation of foreign airlines 
and public utility companies. 

Liberalisation of investment 
laws is pan of a move to pre- 
pare Cyprus for EU accession 

The amount of money 
which Cypriots can invest 
abroad has also been 
increased to allow Cypriot 
investors to move an initial 
500,000 pounds overseas and 
another 500.000 pounds that 
must be accompanied by a 
bank guarantee. 
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By Thomas S. Pierson ^ 
Astrologer. Carroll 7; 
Righter Foundation , j| 

ARIES; (March 21 K* 
April 19) Be sure not fctii 
annoy a superior this 
morning or there could be 
great difficulty. Tend to; 
your credit, affairs, ahd> 
don’t forget to pay bffl# 
which are current and d 
You may need to take oaf 
a loan in order to Temain 
solvenL 

TAURUS: (April 20 
May 20) Use tact in 
ing up a raisunderstan j; ^' 
today between - yoi 
and someone you admire^ 
Be alert to opportunities 
which arise and 
advantage of every si tint? 
tion which comes in 
direction. 

GEMINI: (May 21 
June 21) You may 
that keeping a promise 
taking too much of yo m 
time today, however, 
important to continue witi£j 
it at all costs. Later 
evening will be a good- 
time to meet with At 
knowledgeable person 
and discuss your options.! 
MOON OD3U)RE% 
(June 22 to July 21) Tty 
use a creative talent 
to improve your vocati_„ r 
al activities. Take 
care of your health 
evening, so that you 
be involved every 
the possibilities open w 
you from this world - 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Steer dear of a fellow 
associate today who day- T 
dreams too much and is 
never realistic in his or her 
career activities. You 
should not permit a fellow 
associate to talk you into a 
trip which is not necessary 
for the success of your 
career. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Before you 
commit yourself today, 
find our. how much , time 
and money an amusement 
with a close friend will 
require. Be practical in 
your career activities con- 
cerning a new project and 
make every effort to com- 
plete iL 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Although 
you may be worried today 
about a situation at home, 
don’t do anything drastic 
to change it yet. -Show 
your devotion later this 
evening to your mate by 
taking him or her to a spe- 
cial spot for dinner. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Don’t’ 
neglect to visit a goorf 
friend today who has done; 
you many favours. Show 
your appreciation to this, 
person in some way later 
tonight, by doing some 
special activity or giving? 
gift you p icked out 
SAGITTARIUS: (Novi e=. 
mber 22 to December 21)' 
Give some attention today; 
to your financial situation, 
however, don’t bo 
obsessed with every 
detail. Don’t let a friend 
waste your time with triv^ 
ialities, which have noth-; 
mg to do with any current 
career activities. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
22 to January 20) 
Focus your attention 
today on advancing any 
personal matters. Don’t 
go off on any tangents 
later this evening which, 
could be risky, as well as 
expensive, thereby you 
won t have any funds for 
the days ahead * , r 
AQUARIUS: (January -2 1 
to February 19) Sit down 
with an expert today and 
get some financial advice 
which could be quite use- 
ful. Someone will suggest 
a trip which is only self- 
it would bo a 
good idea to pass until a 
niapepromisiiig time. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Postpone that 
meeting with fellow busi- 
ness associates, and lend 
assistance to a friend who 
js in dire need of help this- 

ting. Later this 
evening you can eu out on 
town with c 
friends and have a good 
ume together. 
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Birthstone of February: 

Amethyst — Onyx. 
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Business & Finance 

Real estate prices keep 
rising despite thousands 
of vacant housing units 


By Shehab Makahleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Statistics 
show that there are 
approximately 78,000 
vacant residences in the 
Kingdom or about 9.2 per 
cent of nearly 850,000 
houses in Jordan. 

The statistics which 
were prepared by the 
Housing Bank, revealed 
that Jordan annually 
needs between 20,000 to 


30.000 residences most 

of which in the Amman 
area. 

Since the early 90’s, an 
imbalance between sup- 
ply and demand has pre- 
vailed in the real estate 
market and despite an 
increase in demand for 
purchasing lands and 
renting apartments, 
prices have kept rising. 

According to some real 
estate brokers, the real 
estate sector has weath- 



Ministry plans to build 
ring roads around 
Aqaba and Amman 

** THE MINISTRY of Public Works and Housing has 
finalised a list of projects that it will implement during 
the coming few years. The projects, estimated to cost 
about JD412.6 million, involve building main roads 
throughout the Kingdom. According to sources al the 
ministry, the projects will be financed either from 
international grants or loans from international banks in 
addition to funding from the ministry's budget. 

Among the major projects are the following: 

1) A 50-kilometre, four-lane ring road around the city 
of Aqaba at a cost of approximately JD250 million. 

2) A 100 -kilometre, four-lane ring road around Amm an 
at an approximate cost of JD75 milli on. 

3) A 90-kilometre, two-lane road between Maffaq and 
Safawi at a cost of about JD27 million. 

Other projects to be implemented in the coming years 
were listed by the ministry sources to be: 

A) A 25-kilometre, two-lane road between Al Salt and 
Kafer Houde at a cost of JD 218 million. 

B) A 70-kilometre, two-lane road between Zarqa and 
Azraq at an estimated cost of JD21 million. 

Cj A 24-kilometre, two-lane road between Irbid and 
Mafraq at a cost of about JD 7.2 million 

Dj A 17-kilometre, four-lane road linking. Yajouz- 
Birein — Sukhneh and Jerash at a cost of around JD8.5 
.million. .. ^ . *a. i ; , /. - 1 - • ■ ■■■-- 


El A seven-kilometre, four-lane road between Aqaba 
and the airport at a cost of around JD2.1 million. 

Revenues from real 
estate transactions drop 
5% to JD74.4m 

** THE REVENUES collected by the Land and Survey 
Department amounted to JD74.45 million last year, five 
per cent less than the JD78.12 million collected in 1995. 
The department’s director general, Ibrahim Mismar, said 
although the revenues during December 1996 totalled 
JD6. 13 million, the amount was six per cent less than the 
revenues collected during December 1995. The figure for 
December 1996 was. however, 10 percent above the rev- 
enues collected during November 1996. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


6WSBEP6&4 


an** 1 . J®*/ 

9 CRACKLE/ 




“They made the cereal louder 
to wake up people who've 
switched to decaf.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Hand Arnold and Mika Argbion 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
fouronBnary words. 


GALOW 


n 

t 

m 

mar Mum 

□ 

MS** 

□ 

ntae. 

□ 


MHtfaRMnad. 


HYDUC 


nrrin 


DROLIF 


T 

_L 

TWERPE 


I mu 

r V 


l p- T Vjp-^- l jf 1 -ni^ 



A ARTIST 

CAN PO THIS. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer harm 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Juntfes: GUEST VAGUE CELERY EYEUD 

Answer Where to get the best view of the ocean - 

AT -SEE* LEVEL 


ered the recession affect- 
ing all economic sectors 
and continued to be active 
and buoyant. 

In 1994, the licensed 
areas covered four mil- 
lion square metres, but 
the number went up to 
over five million in 1995 
and 1996. 

Owners of real estate 
attribute the high demand 
on land mainly to Gulf 
crisis and the return of 
many expatriates from the 
Gulf region since 1990. 

“There are no vacant 
houses in eastern 
Amman while most of 
residences in Western 
Amman are vacant due to 
their prices which reach 
as high as JD 50.000 said 
Mahmoud" Juddom, a 
sole proprietor of a real 
estate office. 

According to Ahmad 
Hijazi, a real estate pro- 
prietor, the boom in hous- 
ing is caused by invest- 
ments of many expatri- 
ates in this sector which 
is considered as a rela- 
tively loss-free and safe 
sector. 

“During summer 
months the real estate 
market goes into an even 
higher gear due to the rise 
in the number of tourists 
coming to Jordan." Mr. 
Hijazi told the Jordan 
Times. 

“Regulations related to 
licensing and construc- 
tion should be changed 
and be more flexible in 
order to control the 
process of construction of 
new residences,” Mr. 
Hijazi added. 

Ahmad Ramadan, 
another owner of a real 
estate , company, said the 
“lack: of^a^eif-Tif-gamsed 
real estate market has led 
to imbalances between 
supply and demand. 

Mr. Ramadan said that 
an earlier study by the 
Housing and Urban 
Development Corpora- 
tion showed there was an 
annual increase in 
demand for houses at an 
average rate of 6.5 per 
cent. 

What also makes prices 
higher than ever is the 
size of organised areas in 
the major cities in the 
Kingdom, said Mr. 
Ramadan. 

“ For example, only 50 
per cent of Irbid’s total 
area is organised while in 
Amman and Zarqa this 
rate goes even down to 45 
per cent.” Mr, Ramadan 
said. 


Europeans are losing 
technology race, 
Intel chief says 


DAVOS, Switzerland 
(AFP) — Europeans do not 
know how to exploit their 
computers and their 
bankers do not know how 
to lend to risk-takers, the 
head of the Intel Corpora- 
tion has warned . 

Europe was accumulating 
a dangerous handicap. Intel 
President Andrew Grove 
said, explaining that Euro- 
peans “buy computers, but 
people don't use them for 
the most sophisticated net- 
work applications”. 

He urged European busi- 
ness leaders to show an 
example in reducing what 
he termed a “technology 
deficit" on the continent. 

Intel is a leading compa- 
ny in the world of micro- 
processors. 

Europe was equipped 
with excellent infrastruc- 
ture, Mr. Grove said, com- 
menting that he envied the 
GSM mobile-telephone 
networks. 

“The problem is the 
growing divergence 

between technological 
capacity and its utilisa- 
tion. ..Having technology is 
necessary but not sufficient, 
we have to use it." he said. 

Use of electronic mail 
was 10 times greater in the 
United States than in 
Europe, he said. “Comput- 
ing is the way work is 
going to be done. It is not 
an optional, but a mandato- 
ry requirement. 

The Internet “would 
cause major transforma- 
tions" of the service indus- 
try because it offered direct 
access to consumers. 

Mr. Grove said that 10 
years ago the United States 
accounted for 60 per cent of 
Intel’s sales but that the fig- 
ure had fallen to 40 per 
cent. The percentage of 


sales to Europe had 
remained at about 27-28 
per cent but “personal com- 
puter shipments to emerg- 
ing markets are projected to 
overtake the consumption 
of western Europe this 
year”. 

In the United States 100 
people in every 1,000 had a 
computer but the figure in 
the three leading countries 
in Europe was half this. 

He also warned that this 
would handicap future gen- 
erations. “If young people 
get trained without these 
tools we will put them at a 
serious disadvantage", and 
he argued that 90 per cent 
of pupils left school with- 
out ever having touched a 
computer, describing this 
as “incredible”. 

Mr. Grove gave a demon- 
stration of how the use of 
electronic mail and of 
video-conference equip- 
ment had contributed to 
control of the effecLs of a 
power cut in a factory at 
Albuquerque in New Mexi- 
co. 

Mr. Grove said that 
Europe was falling behind 
in the use of computer tech- 
nology because “availabili- 
ty of venture capital is 
much lower in Europe” 
than in the United States. 

And he commented: “U is 
not an accident that 
bankers’ mentality tin 
Europe) is much more risk 
averse." 

He also noted that the 
Internet would never have 
existed without the involve- 
ment of the U.S. adminis- 
tration. but warned that the 
involvement of legislators, 
who had "never touched a 
(computer) mouse”, in reg- 
ulating Cyberspace “can 
only be a horror story'”- 


Egypt to sell shares in 18 
banks and companies 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s 
government has decided to 
sell at least part of its shares 
in 18 banks and jointly- 
owned companies, in opera- 
tions on the stock exchange 
worth around $647 million, 
the information minister has 
announced 

Safwai Al Sharif, quoted 
in Al Ahram newspaper, 
said the sales would cover 
six banks, six industrial 
companies, two real estate 
firms, three tourism busi- 
nesses and an agricultural 
firm. 

The companies are 
already quoted on the stock 
exchange. 

The government is to sell 
its entire 48.9 per cent stake 
in Misr International Bank, 
all 28 per cent in the Nation- 


al Bank for Development 
and all 38 per cent in Chlo- 
ride Egypt, Mr. Sharif said. 

All government shares in 
two more firms are to be 
sold off while the stakes up 
for sale in 13 other banks 
and companies vary 
between five and 20 per 
cent. 

Egypt launched an ambi- 
tious drive in 1991 aimed at 
privatising more than 300 
public sector enterprises, in 
keeping with recommenda- 
tions by the International 
Monetaiy Fund to reform its 
economy. 

The campaign was 
launched in earnest last 
year, and officials have said 
they expect one public sec- 
tor firm to be privatised each 
week in 1997. 
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New taxes increase pressure 
on foreign banks in UAE 


.ABU DHABI I AFP) — 
Foreign banks operating in 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) have come under 
more pressure with new 
taxes set to depress their 
profits and weaken their 
competitive position in the 
market. 

The 2S foreign banks are 
already paying taxes on 
profits of up to 20 per cent 
in two emirates while a 
third key emirate has told 
them to stan paying too. 

Shariah decided to tax the 
foreign units in 1996. and 
the banks were expected to 
stan paying in the first 
quarter of T 997. bankers 
said. 

“The Shariah authorities 
enforced the tax decision 
last tear, and payments 
should be made in the first 
quarter." a foreign bank 
manager said. 

"The move had been 
anticipated as the two other 
emirates of Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai already impose a 20 
per cent tax on foreign 
banks. 1 do not think any 
foreign bank will end oper- 
ations in Sharjah given their 
high profits.” he added. 

Foreign banks in the oil- 
rich UAE have been taxed 
by Abu Dhabi and Dubai 
since the mid-1980s and 
last week Dubai issued new 
taxation rules. It main- 
tained the tax level but 
introduced fines against 
defaulters. 

The rules, issued by 
Finance and Industry Min- 
ister Hamdan Ibn Rashid Al 
Maktum. said foreign 
banks failing to pay taxes in 
time would be fined two per 


cent of the taxes on their 
profits for each defaulting 
month. The banks were 
given a deadline of until the 
end of the first quarter of 
each year. 

“The new rules are con- 
sidered a formalisation of 
the agreement between the 
Dubai government and the 
foreign banks concerning 
taxes,’’ a Western banker 
said. "They do not make 
any difference regarding 
the profits but there is no 
doubt the new tax in Shar- 
jah will depress the profit 
margin of the bunks." 

Foreign banks, which far 
outnumber the UAE’s 19 
national bunks, are already 
under pressure by the cen- 
tral bank to boost their cap- 
ital to at least 40 million 
dirhams (SI0.S9 million) to 
meet international adequa- 
cy standards ;md maintain 
their share of the credit 
market. 

The UAE has introduced 
tight lending regulations in 
a bid to prevent a recur- 
rence of a bad debt crisis 
that threatened the banking 
system in the mid 19.S()s. 
Several banks were forced 
to merge to avert collapse. 

Providing loans and cred- 
its. mainly to construction, 
trade and industry. i.s the 
main activity of banks in 
the UAE and other oil -rich 
Gulf states as other domes- 
tic investment opportunities 
are limited. 

"Although the number of 
foreign banks is much big- 
ger than the local banks in 
the UAE. their resources 
are much less” a foreign 
banker said. 


“This is putting further 
pressure on the foreign 
units as banking operations 
here concentrate on extend- 
ing credits. If you have 
more funds, you will be 
more capable to compete 
following the new lending 
rules.” he added. 

Official figures showed 
the assets of the foreign 
banks in the UAE totalled 
around 43 billion dirhams 
(SI 1.7 billion) at the end of 
!99t> while those of local 
units stood at 135.7 billion 
dirhams tS36.9 billion). 

Tlie foreign banks' capital 
also was as low as 4.5 bil- 
lion dirhams i5l .22 billion) 
compared with 17.4 billion 
dirhams (4.74 billion ) for 
national banks. 

Loans and credits provid- 
ed by foreign banks 
reached 23.4 billion 
dirhams 1 50.37 billion) by 
the end of September and 
those by national hanks 
stood at 6S.2 billion 
dirhams (SI 8.58 billion i. 

Despite competition, for- 
eign banks recorded high 
profits of an average 400 
million dirhams ($108.9 
million) annually in the 
past five years. 

"The earnings are consid- 
ered high in such a compet- 
itive market. But they are 
lower than the record prof- 
its the foreign banks were 
making during the oil boom 
of late 1 470s and early 
1 OiSUs,’’ a UAE banker said. 

Foreign banks have 42 
branches in Abu Dhabi. 44 
in Dubai and 14 in Sharjah. 
The remaining 14 branches 
are based in the other four 
emirates. 


Value of U.S. farm exports rose 
to record level in fiscal 1996 


CHICAGO (AFP) — The 
value of U.S. farm exports 
_§oared to a record. $59.8 
billion in -the fiscal year 
ending September 1996. 
following a big boost in 
sales of bulk commodities. 
according to official fig- 
ures. 

"Al $59.8 billion, 
exports w-ere a tenth high- 
er than the previous year 
and over a third larger than 
two years earlier." the 
Federal Reserve Bank of 
Chicago said in its Aglet- 
ter newsletter. 

h said the hike in farm 
exports more than offset 
rising imports which 
totaled S3 2.4 billion for 
fiscal 1996. up by a tenth 
from the previous year. 

The resulting net farm 
trade surplus was at a 
record high of S27.4 bil- 
lion for the period. 

Sales of bulk items such 
as grains, soybeans, cotton 
and tobacco registered 


extraordinary gains but 
high-value products such 
as semi -processed and 
fully processed items us 
well as fruit and vegeta- 
bles also contributed to the 
expansion. Aglefter said. 

The export value of bulk 
items benefited from sharp 
price gains resulting from 
a decline in domestic grain 
supplies and robust world 
demand. 

Wheat, com and soy- 
beans all showed big 
jumps in export value, off- 
setting declines in rice and 
cotton. Overall bulk 
exports rose 18 per cent 
during the period to $28. S 
billion. 

In comparison, wheat 
sales boosted by higher 
prices and larger quanti- 
ties posted a year-over- 
year increase of 40 per 
cent. 

Much of the surge in 
com sales was due to 
heavy buying from Latin 


America and Asia, partic- 
ularly from Mexico. 
Turkey and Malaysia. 
Russia and Poland also 
bought significantly larger 
quantities than in the pre- 
vious year. 

Soybean exports to 
Asian markets also rose, 
particularly to Thailand 
and Indonesia. 

High value agricultural 
exports edged up three per 
cent to just over S31 bil- 
lion. Exports of pork prod- 
ucts and poultry soared by 
a fifth in fiscal 1996 while 
beef sales rose by u mar- 
ginal two per cent. 

Expons of feedgrain 
products and soybean 
meal showed sharp year- 
over-vear gains but sales 
of soybean oil dropped off 
as China cut its purchases 
from the previous year. 

Meanwhile farm imports 
rose for the ninth consecu- 
tive year, up 10 per cent. 


'*** JoRDrAN Marketplace *** J ordan Marketplace 


D A J ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisanl. second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abcfcun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Profesrional Quality] in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop yosmcekjBT (Dm at 
oar shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photm 




Opp. GrindUn 
Bank. Phone: 

Swcfieh tel: 823891 


1 -cii 

: AN INC SERVICES 1 

HOML. 

OFFICES. 


vmu. 

’ PLACES 

■main: 

I'ENANCE SERVICES 

HF,‘ 

‘.TING 

SYSTBISi: 


FLIT 

.IB! Ml 


-E0R 

RENT: 

DEL 

L'XD \ 

: II. IAS AND 

FLATS. (FI 

, : R NISH. EDA: 


: Ni : UR 

NISH ED 





FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


& 



1 Kl. : 699369 
FAX : 704414 


litas* 

BWfMia 

Ajggjgrfggggj f 

Teppatiyoki 
Sashimi 
L Sushi 


For Res. 612997 - 814118 
Idcccn St. Dooud Center 


7* 



Qualify Serviced Suites 
Otto A Two Bedrooms 
Daily A Long Stay 
Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel. 692672 Fax 674551 


cnowiiicm 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




REAL ESTATE 


J FOR 
I RENT 

I Deluxe Vilirts 

5-0 S'- 

a) App«r ''.men is 
in Amman 


For details please call 

ft 1 ,: K8H 



Pizza Grande 

The Rfsi ItaHsi) Taste 
(Jour/Tit’e piZZfi 
L7c m m tidf best iQtrcdieQt* 


Try the only 

I -A STUFFED PIZZA 
A* Tmra (Chicago Style) 
y PAN PIZZA 
^ (Thin or Thick Crust) 
^ ITALIAN SANDWICHES 
Mm Btef, Mi 


IbeMeor Terrace iyfte f-S h 

Won tugaaCfl 



Scratch & Win A Car 
( SEAT CORDOBA 97 ) 

and other Prizes... 
Get your Coupon for 
Every Purchase of 5 J . D . 

Free Delivery 
Take Away 
Dine In 


Tel. 688 47 71 Ext. 32 









10 


Sports 


Wembley braced for England-Italy thriller 


LONDON (AFP) — Two football- 
mad nations will be glued to their 
television sets on Wednesday nighi 
when England and Italy square up 
to each other at Wembley in the 
most important dash of their 64- 
year rivalry. 

The World Cup finals in France 
may be IS months away but with 
only one side sure of qualification, 
the 90-mi nute showdown between 
two of world football's superpowers 
has assumed critical importance. 

Although both teams have yet to 
visit Poland, the X-factor in the 
Group Two equation, defeat for 
either side would be disastrous. 

Nor would a draw suit England, 
who do not want to go to Italy in the 
autumn for their final qualifying 
match needing a result ro be sure of 
reaching their first World Cup finals 
since Italia ‘90. 

Cesare Maldini. Italy's recently- 
installed coach, has also made it 
clear that there will be no ‘catenac- 
cio* — the dull, defensive football 
favoured by the Azzurri of the 
1970s when not losing was more 
important than winning. 

“The English no longer play the 
long-ball game. They are more 
structured and move the ball around 


quickly so if we just sit back and 
defend we will be in trouble,** be 
says. 

Maldini is known for his defen- 
sive tacdcs but he believes that 
Italy’s best chance of success in the 
intimidating atmosphere of a 
packed Wembley will be to take the 
game to the English. 

“We’ll have to play the kind of 
game Italy knows best in these cir- 
cumstances. We will be on the look- 
out for attacking openings. 

"If we approach the match defen- 
sively then we risk being under con- 
stant attack and losing heavily. 

“Of course we have to be careful, 
but we must play like Italy does at 
its best, as we did in the 1982 World 
Cup final win over Germany.” adds 
Maldini. who took over from Arrigo 
Sacchi in December. 

Glenn Hoddle. also a relative 
newcomer to the national coaching 
job. is likely to field an attacking 
England eleven featuring a three- 
man defence supplemented by 
wing-backs Graham Le Saux and 
David Beckham. 

Injuries and tactical secrecy have 
left everyone guessing as to who 
might partner captain Alan Shearer 
up front, but his Newcastle col- 


league Les Ferdinand could be 
given the nod if Hoddle opts for 
pace and power. 

Alternatively, Hoddle, who took 
over from Terry Venables in the 
summer, may play Shearer as a lone 
striker with Arsenal's in-form Paul 
Merson and Liverpool playmaker 
Steve McManaman given freedom 
to roam just behind the front-line. 

Shearer, who became the world’s 
most expensive player when he 
moved to Newcastle from 
Blackburn for 15 million pounds 
(about 25 million) in the summer, is 
the one the Italians fear most. 

Though they acknowledge the 
creative danger posed by Beckham. 
McManaman and former Lazio star 
Paul Gascoigne, who is fit again 
after an ankle injury, it is the lethal 
finishing of Shearer which is caus- 
ing the biggest worry. 

Goalkeeper Angelo Perazzi of 
Juventus is under no illusions that 
the Premiership goal machine, who 
has scored eight times in his last 
eight internationals, is the man they 
must stop. 

“Shearer is the complete striker, 
one of the best in the world, and we 
know we have ro keep him out.” 
said Peruzzi. 


“What makes him such a threat is 
that he can score with both feet, is 
so strong in the air. and unlike some 
strikers can find the target from out- 
side the box as welL" 

England and Italy have met. 17 
times since their first encounter in 
Rome in 1933 with honours even 
with six victories apiece. 

And with England winning their 
first three group two matches and 
Italy their first two. there is little to 
separate the two on current form or 
player-for-player. 

Hoddle. who singles out Chelsea 
striker Gianfranco Zola as the 
biggest threat to England, believes 
the scene could be set for a classic 
encounter. 

“We’re very well-matched. They 
have quite a few players you would 
love in your team, and we have 
players they would love,” says 
Hoddle. 

“If we win we'll be in a positive 
position, and psychologically that 
will then put the pressure on the 
Italians. 

“1 could talk about it for days on 
end but Wednesday is the moment 
of truth.” 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Engquist breaks hurdles record 


TAMPERE. Finland lAFP) — Olympic 100m hurdles 
champion Ludmila Engquist of Sweden on Monday 
smashed the world indoor 100m record here with 
12.64see. Engquist's time easily bettered the 12.9 1 sec set 
by Eva Sokolova of the former Soviet Union set on 
February 7 19S8 at Leningrad. 


Bullets name Bickerstaff as coach 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Bemie Bickerstaff signed a 
three-year deal here Monday to coach the Washington 
Bullets, hoping to reverse the fortunes of the struggling 
National Basketball Association club. Bickerstaff. who 
had formerly been president of the Denver Nuggets, will 
make a reported $4.5 million under the contract. He 
replaces Jim Lynam. who was fired after a disappointing 
22-25 start. Bickerstaff was a Bullets' assistant under Dick 
Motta when Washington won its only NBA title in 1978. 
The Bullets were winless on a four-game western road trip 
last week after spending more than $100 million to sign 
Juwan Howaid last year and also land veterans Chris 
Webber and guard Rod Strickland. The Nuggets stood 16- 
.32 despite several off-season deals by Bickerstaff in an 
effort to offset ter 'loss of free agent cehtf^'Bikembte 
Mutombo to Atlanta. Denver brought in guards Mark 
Jackson. Ricky Pierce and Sarunas Marriulionis plus cen- 
tre Ervin Johnson and re-signed guard Bryant Stith and 
forward Dale Ellis. 


U.S. swimming championship starts 


BUFFALO (AFP) — Six Olympic gold medal winners 
pace a field of more than 450 competitors at the U.S. 
National Swim Championships, which begin here 
Wednesday. The five-day meet will determine U.S. swim- 
mers for the short course World Championships in 
Sweden in April. Jenny Thompson won three gold medals 
in Atlanta and her total of Five Olympic titles makes her 
the winningest U.S. women in summer Games history. 
Her crowns have all come as part of relay efforts. Also in 
the pool here will be Amanda Beard, who at 14 was the 
youngest U.S. Olympic champion since 1964. She set a 
U.S. record in the 200-meter breaststroke. Brooke 
Bennett, the 800m freestyle Olympic winner, and Beth 
Boisford. the 200m backstroke queen of Atlanta, will also 
compete. The men’s field includes Atlanta 200m back- 
stroke winner Brad Bridgewater and 400m individual 
medley champion Tom Dolan. Chad Carvin, the 200m 
frcesn 1c champion two years ago. is competing in his first 
nationals since being forced out of the Olympic trials with 
a heart condition, cardia myopathy. 


Ginola to stay at Newcastle 


PARIS lAFP) — French winger David Ginola says he 
intends to finish the season with English Premiership side 
Newcastle United. "I don’t want to talk about a possible 
move before the end of the season." he told the sports 
daily L’Equipe on Tuesday. “I have never explicitly said I 
wanted to go to Paris St Germain or Olympique Marseille. 
Newcastle need me.” added the player from the south of 
France who admits he would love to play for Marseille. 


‘Arsenal chasing Signori’ 


ROME (R) — Arsenal have offered Italy’s Lazio 18 bil- 
lion lire (SI I million! lo sign prolific striker Giuseppe 
Signori, sports newspapers reported Tuesday. They said 
Lazio chairman Sergio Crognotti discussed the offer on 
Monday with Signori’s agent. Oscar Damiani, but was 
likely to refuse it. Tuttosport daily said the Italian club 
wanted at least 20 billion lire for the former Italian inter- 
national. who has scored more than 100 goals in his last 
five Serie A seasons. However. Corriere Dello Sport daily 
said Cragnotti was unlikely to sell Signori at any price as 
he was planning to rebuild the Roman team’s squad 
around the striker next season. Cragnotri virtually sold his 
captain to Parma two seasons ago for 20 billion lire, only 
to pull out of the deal at the last minute after virulent 
protests by Lazio fans. 


Becker, Moya get plastered in Dubai 


DUBAI (AFP) — Boris 
Becker and Carlos Moya 
came face-to-face for the 
first time since their ill- 
fated meeting on court last 
month in Australia as both 
left their handprints in plas- 
ter on Tuesday in a ceremo- 
ny at the $1,039,250 Dubai 
Open. 

Moya, who reached the 
Australian Open final after 
starting with a first-round 
upset of the holder. Becker, 
shook hands with his new 
rival on centre court at the 
aviation club before both 
got their hands dirty for a 
good cause. 

The pair, along with 
Thomas us ter, 

Wimbledon champion 
Richard Krajicek, World 
No. 2 Goran Ivanisevic and 
Briton Tim Henman all left 
their mark for posterity on 
-'placards _ which vdll.jlomi 
part of a -permanent display 
at the state-of-the-art Gulf 
tennis venue. 

Ironically, crop-haired 

Becker and the pony-tailed 
Moya placed their prints on 
adjacent frames before 
heading back to the practice 
courts. 

The pair smiled but 
exchanged little by way of 
small talk. 

Becker, now saddled with 
a No. 13 ranking after his 
upset in Australia, is play- 
ing in his first event since 
Melbourne and is seeded 
seventh. 

The German opens singles 
play at mid-week against 
compatriot Marc Goellner. 
Fifth seed Moya, who led 
Spain into the Davis Cup 
quarter-finals at the week- 
end over Germany, starts 
with a match against Jiri 
Novak of the Czech 
Republic. 

Only two singles matches 
were scheduled on Tuesday 
due to the arrival of players 
after the Davis Cup week- 
end. 

Swedish qualifier Lars 
Jonsson was playing 
Spain's Javier Sanchez 
while second seed Thomas 
Muster faced a night match 
with another Swede who 
qualified. Thomas NydahJ. 

Germany’s Martin Sinner, 
who knocked out British 
favourite Tim Henman on 
opening day, got through 
his night match but hoped 
his second round contest 
against the winner of the 
Muster encounter would be 
held during daylight hours. 

“I don’t have much expe- 
rience at night,” said the 29- 
year-old, who celebrated a 
birthday last Friday. “I’m 
glad to have, won, it was the 
nicest present I’ve given 
myself recently.” 

Ivanisevic, the holder. 



Spain's Carlos Moya gives his hand imprints before the 
start of the $1 million Dubai Open. The organising com- 
mittee of the Dubai Tennis Open initiated a “Walk of 
Fame” where hand imprints of tennis players will be 
laid out around the stadium (Reuters photo) 





mm 


British player Tun Henman, who ranks 17tb in the 
world returns the ball to German 183rd ranked 
Germany's Martin Sinner during the opening day of 
the 5th annual Dubai Tennis Open. Henman was beat- 
en 7-6 6-4 (Reuters photo) 


begins against Morocco’s 
Younes El Aynaoui while 
third seed Krajicek, back in 


action after December knee 
surgery, starts with Indian 


wild card Leander Paes. 
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Spain's Carlos Sainz, driving a Ford Escort, in action to finish 16 seconds behind 
Sweden's Kenneth Eriksson in the Swedish Rally. Eriksson achieved his second world 
championship victory on home soil in three years in a thrilling surge on the final day 
(Reuters photo) 


Eriksson wins Swedish 
Rally from Sainz 


KARLSTAD (R) — Kenneth Eriksson of 
Sweden, driving a Subaru, won the Swedish 
Rally on Monday when he finished 16 sec- 
onds clear of his nearest challenger Carlos 
Sainz of Spain. 

It was Eriksson’s second victory in three 
years on his home rally and established his 
team as clear leaders in this year’s manu- 
facturers’ championship after two rounds. 

Sainz. in a Ford Escort, finished second 
on the 24th and final stage and second 
overall as the leaders completed the third 
leg of special stages and began the road 


route back to Karlstad. 

Defending world champion Tommi 
Makinen of Finland in a Mitsubishi topped 
the final stage, ahead of Briton Colin 
McRae in a Subaru. McRae’s hopes of vic- 
tory were wrecked on the final day when he 
spun twice on the second stage of the morn- 
ing. 

Eriksson finished with a time of three 
hours 51 minutes 49 seconds. 16 seconds 
ahead of Sainz. Makinen came third, in 
1:52.15 and McRae fourth in 1:52.20. 


Argentina, 
Colombia 
back 
to fitness 


BARRANQUILLA, 
Colombia (AFP) — 
Argentina and Colombia 
on Monday both had good 
news on their injury situa- 
tions on the run-up to 
Wednesday’s World Clip 
qualifier here. 

Colombia’s doctor con- 
firmed on Monday mid- 
fielder Freddy Rincon, one 
of the key players of the 
side, would be fit enough 
to play. And Argentina’s 
striker Heraan Crespo is 
almost certain to be fit fol- 
lowing a right leg problem. 

Argentina coach Daniel 
Passarella can also count 
on winger Heroan Diaz, 
who has recently been suf- 
fering from a liver com- 
plaint. 

Colombia, along with 
Faustino Asprilla, play- 
maker Carlos Valderrama, 
Rincon, midfield Hardman 
Lionel Alvarez and fellow 
striker Ivan Valenciano will 
be determined to extend 
their lead at the top of the 
qualifying group, which 
they currently lead with 17 
points to Paraguay on 14. 

Argentina, coached by 
1978 World Cup winning 
captain Passarella. are hav- 
ing some difficulty in find- 
ing their rhythm and are 
equal third on 10 points. 
The top four qualify to join 
Brazil, the 1994 winners, in 
the finals in France in 
1998. 

Although Passarella can 
also rely on Atletico 
Madrid maestro Diego 
Simeone. outstanding in 
the 1994 World Cup finals , 
he can forget about 
Simeone's equally dynam- 
ic midfield partner in USA 
‘94, Fernando Redondo. 

Redondo, who plays for 
current Spanish League 
leaders Real Madrid, has 
refused to join the squad, 
even though he was select- 
ed, and accused Passarella 
of being a liar. 


Van Gaal set to replace 
Robson at Barcelona 


BARCELONA (AFP) = — Louis Van Gaal, coach of 1995 
European Cup winners Ajax, is set to replace embattled 
Barcelona coach Bobby Robson at the end of the season 
according to Spanish press reports on Tuesday. 

Van Gaal, who has already said he is leaving Ajax at 
the end of the season to be replaced by Morten Olsen, 
has been looking for a house in Barcelona. 

“This is another step on the way for Van Gaal to 
become Barcelona coach." the newspaper ’El Periodico’ 

' The paper also added that Barcelona would offer 
Robson a general manager’s role and if he turned it 
down then Carlos Rexach. formerly assistant to their last 
coach Johan Cruyff, the post. 

Meanwhile Robson and his assistant Jose Mourinho 
hit back at their numerous critics by saying they could 
‘take the team forward’ even though they are eight 
points behind league leaders Real Madrid, after suffer- 
ing their fourth league defeat on Sunday in the 
Barcelona derby with Espanyol. 

The paper added that Van Gaal had taken time out in 
January while training with Ajax in the Spanish 
province of Murcia to view several properties in the 
Barcelona area. 

“Van Gaal’s appointment will be the dream come true 
of a process that started last year when he was 
approached to succeed Cruyff. A new era is about to 
begin,” the paper added. 

It was 'El Periodico’ which had offered up the most 
sarcastic offering on Monday to Robson, pleading 
‘Robson please stay!' 

Robson was even offered money on Monday by some 
of the club's fanatical football supporters to leave die 
job. 

A group of four diehard fans reacted to the Espanyol 
defeat by imploring the 63-year-old former England 
boss to leave as soon as possible. 

“Please disappear as soon as you can. If you need 
money we can give it to you." the fans said. 

They also advised club president Jose Luis Nunez on 
how to sack Robson, who despite the fans complaints 
has guided Barcelona into the Cup Winners Cup quarter- 
finals and beat Real Madrid in the Spanish Cup last 


week. 


“Nunez should take Robson out to dinner and then tell 
him the bad news over the liqueurs.” the fans added. 

Robson, who is one of the world’s great coaches hav- 
ing coached Ipswich Town. PSV Eindhoven and Porto 
successfully, faced a similar campaign by the English 
tabloid press after the debacle of the 1988 Eurobean 
Championships. 

England went out in the first stage, beaten by the then 
unregarded Republic of Ireland and humiliated by the 

rK^i e QQ^ R ° bSOn Stayed 0n ^ inS P ired to® 10 

the 1990 World Cup semi-final, which thev lost to 
Germany on penalties. 
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Dennis Quaid, David Thewiis 
& Sean Connery..,,, in 

DRAGON HEART 
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& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 

(ARABIC) 
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“Custom Made Citizen” 
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The theatre opens on the 
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Sports 


Chang, Martin 
advance at San Jose 


SAN JOSE (R) — Two- 
rime champion Michael 
Chang and fourth seed Todd 
Martin posted convincing 
straight sets victories 
Monday j n the first round 
of the $303,000 Sybase 
Open tennis tournament. 

Hie second-seeded 
Chang, who won here in 
I9&S and 1992, over- 
whelmed qualifier 

Mashiska Washington, the 
younger brother of 1996 
Wimbledon finalist Malivai 
Washington, 6-2 6-0. 

“He’s Michael, he’s a top 
player and he goes about 
his business," said 
Washington. “He does 
everything well. He’s the 
roan to beat” 

Martin, playing his first 
tournament in more than 
two months after being 
sidelined by a knee injury, 
rolled into the second round 
with a 6-1 6-4 victory over 
fellow American Steve 
Bryan. 

Promising 20- year-old 
American Justin Gimelstob 
used an aggressive serve 
and volley attack to stop 
compatriot Michael Joyce 
6-4 6-3 and earn a possible 
second round encounter 
with his idol, world number 


one Pete Sampras. 

“My goal is to be one of 
the best players, and he’s 
the best ever.” said the star- 
struck Gimelstob, who 
teamed with Chanda Rubin 
to win the Hopman Cup for 
the United States last month 
in Australia. 

“I completely idolise 
Pete. Maybe too much. 
He's everything I want to 
be. I really look up to him.” 

Sampras will open his 
title defence against Alex 
Raduiescu of Germany oo 
Tuesday with third seed 
Andre Agassi scheduled to 
make his return from injury 
Wednesday. 

Chang needed just 55 
minutes to advance, break- 
ing Washington five times 
without facing a break point 
himself. 

The fourth ranked Chang 
said his goal this year is to 
grab the top spot form 
Sampras, but admitted be 
will have to improve his 
serve to do so. 

“A lot of the big guys like 
Pete get a lot of free "points 
off their serve,” said Chang, 
the only player in the top 
100 last year to have a first 
serve percentage under 50 
per cent.” 
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Rivals pursue Bulls 
as they chase history 




iA-s* - 


m 



Mr' 


Italy’s Isolde Kostner gets some air on her way to a gold medal victory in the Super 
G event at the World Alpine Skiing Championships February 11. Kostner emulated 
compatriot Deborah Compagnoni and continued Italy’s sweep of the women's gold 
medals here (Reuters photo) 


Bowe joins Marines Kostner hits hat-trick for Italy 


CHARLESTON, South Carolina (R) — Former world 
heavyweight champion Riddick Bowe stepped off a plane 
Monday and into the ranks of the United States Marines. 

The 29-year-old Bowe and 21 other new recruits, most of 
them in their teens, were met by three Marine instructors at 
the Charleston airport prior to a bus trip to the notorious 
Parris Island Marine Corps Training Centre. 

Clad in black pants, a grey sweatshirt and an Oakland 
Raiders jacket, the newest — and likely first multi-mil- 
lionaire — Marine briefly scanned the crowd upon arrival, 
but showed no emotion. 

Bowe. who has a record of 40-1-1, stunned the boxing 
world last month with his announcement that he was ful- 
filling a lifelong dream by enlisting in the Marine reserves. 

He will owe the Marines one weekend a month of active 
duty for three years, and has said, “if war breaks out, Pm 
going to war" 

But first Bowe faces boot camp, 12 weeks of basic -train- 
ing that should make preparing for an Evander Holyfield 
fight seem like a day at the beach by comparison. 

The Marine training, however, could be just the thing for 
the often overweight and out of shape fighter, whose last 
two bouts were disasters. 

Bowe, who won the heavyweight title by beating 
Holyfield in 1 992, was getting battered by Andrew Golota 
. in each of his last two fights only to win when the Polish- 
bom fighter was disqualified for low blows. 

The culmination of boot came is an exercise knows as 
“the crucible," a gruelling 35-mile (56 km) march to be 
completed in 54 hours on low rations and little rest 

“It's a pretty serious shock,” said Gunnery SgL Melvin 
Alien of the trainees regime. “The first couple of weeks 
they don’t know what to expect." 

If he survives basic training, Bowe will graduate May 9, 
when the fighter who has made an estimated $100 million 
in and out of the ring will begin to earn as little as $600 a 
month as a private in the Marine reserves. 

Bowe will be the fourth former heavyweight champion to 
serve in the Marines, joining Gene Tunney, Leon Spinks 
and Ken Norton. 


SESTRJERE (AFP.) — 
Isolde Kostner made it 
three-out-of-three for Italy 
when she retained her title 
in the women’s super giant 
slalom at the World Alpine 
Skiing Championships 

Tuesday. 

Italy's Deborah 

Compagnoni had won the 
first two women’s races at 
giant slalom and slalom. 


Kostner won in Imin 
23.50sec to deny Germans 
Katja Seizinger and Hilde 
Gerg who had posted the 
fastest earlier times. 

Only 14 hundredths of a 
second separated the first 
three. 

Kostner skied astonish- 
ingly well over the last 300 
metres to make up lost time 
and snatch victory from the 
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24-year-old Seizinger, the 
Olympic downhill champi- 
on and 1993 World Super 
Giant champion, by 
O.OSsec. 

The 21 -year-old Gerg. 
who won a World Cup 
super giant at Sierra Nevada 
in 1994, won her first cham- 
pionship medal with bronze 
m 1:23.64. 

Kostner, 22 nexr month, 
was bronze medal winner at 
downhill and super giant 
slalom at the 1994 
Olympics and showed her 
form at Cortina D’Ampezzo 
three weeks ago when she 
two World Cup races in as 
many days with victory in a 
super giant slalom and 
downhill. 

Carole Montillet of 
France was fourth ahead of 
Katharina Gutensohn of 
Germany. 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
While the Chicago Bulls 
once again pursue 
National Basketball 
Association history, an 
elite set of top challengers 
enter the final two months 
of the season with title 
dreams of their own. 

Once again led by 
league scoring leader 
Michael Jordan, the Bulls 
have the NBA's best 
record at 42-6 and must 
finish 30-4 to match their 
unprecedented 72-10 reg- 
ular-season mark of a year 
ago. 

The major concern for 
the Bulls’ is whether or 
not Dennis Rodman will 
be a disruptive influence 
as they continue their 
quest for a fifth crown in 
seven years. 

“I have never really 
depended on him,” Jordan 
said of Rodman. "1 felt he 
could certainly enhance 
our situation. But as a 
quality championship 
team. "you don’t want to be 
dependent on one per- 
son." 

Yet the Bulls depend on 
Jordan, who averages 30.S 
points a game. 

Scottie^ Pippen con- 
tributes 19.4 points and 
Rodman handles the 
rebounds. with Toni 
Kukoc. Luc Longley and 
Steve Ken used" as role 
players. 

Unlike past years, when 
Chicago's toughest chal- 
lengers came" from the 
Western Conference, Ihe 
Eastern Conference fea- 
tures several impressive 
rivals, most notably 
Detroit (34-12). Miami 
(36-12) and New York 
(34-14). 

New York centre Patrick 
Ewing, in the final year of 
his Knicks contract, pre- 
dicts his team will topple 
the bulls and take the title. 

“We’re going to beat 
them,” Ewing said-VWe: 
have the heart. 

We’ve always had the 
heart. And we've always 
played them tough defen- 
sively. But I think now we 
have the scoring power.” 


Complete 3 bedroom villa with 
garden and marvelous view for rent 

5 minutes drive from King Hussein Medical Center 
in a residential area of Villas. With Central heating, 
telephone, TV and washing machine. Reasonable 
rent for suitable tenant Call: 668410 or 644201 
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Small, dark coloured Yorkshire Terrier dog. 
Lost in Um Uthaina area near Amra Hotel 
10/2/97. 

Please call Tel: 5537962 or 628903 


ISEtA BEtUXE FOR RENT 

‘ -y 

6 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, deluxe 
kitchen, living/dining room. 

Please call 716-805 
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chocolate 
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Sweifieh 

Yaish Commercial Center 
Tel: 825881 


Shmesani 
Adli Center 
Tel: 079-48603 


They lacked offensive 
punch last season when 
they lost to the Bulls in a 
second round best-of- 
seven playoffs in five 
games. 

" “Last year when we 
played them in ihe play- 
offs, we stopped them for 
the most pan but we 
couldn't score,” Ewing 
said. “This year we can 
stop them and score. The 
second half of the year 
belongs to the New York 
Knicks. 


the league’s biggest disap- 
pointments. 

But improved showings 
by Atlanta. Charlotte and 
Cleveland could mean a 
greater first-round tot for 
the Bulls as well. 

In the West, the title 
chase has become a four- 
club chase among the 
Lakers. Houston. Utah 
and Seattle. Two games 
separated the clubs at the 
All-Star game break. The 
nearest rival to them is 
seven names behind. 



“AH I’m thinking about 
is gening to the champi- 
onship. Dennis and 
Scottie can say everything 
they want. But they know 
the' team in the east that 
will give them a run for 
their "money is in New 
York.” 

Chicago's Kerr agreed 
the Knicks have been his 
club’s most bothersome 
post-season foe. 

“If you look at the teams 
with the best records. 
Detroit and Miami 
haven’t had success in the 
playoffs.” Kerr said. “The 
Knicks have been here for 
years and years now. So 
until Detroit and Miami 
do some damage in the 
playoffs, the Knicks have 
to still be considered the 
biggest threat.” 

Orlando slumped after 
losing Shaquille O'Neal 
to the Los Angeles 
Lakers, Washington has 
struggled and made a 
coaching change and the 
Indiana Pacers have been 


O’Neal and Utah's Karl 
Malone are a\er aging 26 
points a game, while 
guard Gary Payton sparks 
Seattle with 22 per match. 
All are coming off a gold 
medal Olympic effort. 

Attention is also focused 
on Houston's triple threat 
lineup of Hakeem 
Olajuwon. Charles 

Barkley and Clyde 
Drcxlcr. They seek a third 
title in four years for the 
Rockets, the "only western 
club to win an NBA 
crown since I4SS. 

Jordan, for his part, con- 
siders last year's runner- 
up Supersonics of Seattle 
the biggest threat until 
they arc ousted. 

“They're the team to 
beat," he said. "They are 
the defending i Western 
Conference) champions. 
Until someone knocks 
them off. you've got to 
give them their respect.” 

The same, he acknowl- 
edges. is true of his Bulls 
as well. 


TO LET 

Two unfurnished flats 1st and 2nd floor, Al 
.Shraeisani, 200m from Alahlia - Abela .Each floor 
is 210 sq.m., centrally heated and each consists 
of three bedrooms with wall cabinets, 2 living 
rooms, a dining room, 2 bathrooms and a large 
kitchen. 

For more information, please ring up 
Mr. Salem Ayub, Tel: 602564 


Say it with a 

Valentine's Day 

dinner 



This year, we have planned an 
unforgettable Valentine's For 
You 

O Bukhara- An exotic four 
course meal prepared by our 
French Chef, a raffle prize of two 
round trip tickets to Athens and a 
weekend at Athenaeum Inter- 
Continental. Sponsored by: 

83 

Olympic Airways oivhp,c 

( J El-Pasha Nightclub- Dinner 
and Entertainment, a ruffle prize 
of two round trip tickets to Beirut 
and a weekend at "Le Vendome 
Inter-Continental Beirut". 
Sponsored by: 


Middle East Airlines 


♦jVCEA 


Other Prizes Sponsored by: 

Beit Elmakdes Tours 

Price: JD 38.000 + per couple 

For reservation and more information, 
please call 64136 1 ext 2238 

One World. One Hotel. 
Uniquely InterContinental 

0 

HOTEL 

IMER-CQNTININIAL 

J0RDAS 


| 

i 
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FLOWERS BIG MONEYMAKER IN INDIA: A florist at Bombay's "Flower Lane" puts final touches to a garland 
in front of a customer. There are fears that India's economy is slowing down but business is brisk in the flower 
market during the peak wedding season and stall holders can expect to clear a profit of 4,000 rupees ($1141 a day 
(Reuters photo) 


Baghdad complains about 
delay in food against oil 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) — Iraq on 
Monday complained to the United Nations 
that technical delays in approving contracts 
under an oil-for-food agreement were hold- 
ing up the delivery of much-needed sup- 
plies. 

After meeting with U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan here. Iraqi Ambassador 
Nizar Hamdoon told reporters that two 
months after the oil-for-food agreement 
came into force, “nothing at all" in terms of 
food and medicine had so far arrived in 
Iraq. 

U.N. monitors out of a total 151 who are 


The U.N. Sanctions Committee has so far 
approved four food contracts worth $138 
million out of a total 100 contracts submit- 
ted. according to U.N. officials. 

The first two were approved in January, 
providing for wheat shipments from 
Australia worth $50 million and Thai rice 
for $21 million. 

Mr. Annan’s spokesman Fred Eckhard 
said that the U.N. chief was looking into the 
problems mentioned by Mr. Hamdoon. 

Iraq has been under a crippling oil embar- 
go since the August 1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. The sanctions can only be lifted 


to observe the distribution of the supplies to . when Iraq complies with U.N. disarmament 


the civilian population have begun arriving 
in Iraq, and their deployment is expected to 
be complete by the end’ of the month. 

. But Mr. Hamdoon said that because the 
U.N. Sanctions Committee for Iraq and the 
Department of Humanitarian Affairs were 
delaying approval and suspending some 
contracts without explanation, no deliveries 
were expected until early March. 

“The whole process is very cumbersome 
and time-consuming.” he said. Mr. 
Hamdoon added that no such problems 
were affecting the approval of oil contracts. 

Under the oil-for-food accord, sanctions- 
hit Iraq has been allowed to export up to $2 
billion worth of oil in six months in return 
for food and medicine. The process is to 
take place under strict U.N. control. 

But according to the memorandum of 
understanding signed between Iraq and the 
United Nations last May. contracts for food 
and medicine can only be approved against 
funds paid into an escrow account from the 
oil sales. 

Mr. Hamdoon called for the food con- 
tracts to be approved "in anticipation” of oil 
proceeds being paid into the escrow 
account. 


requirements. 

An official Iraqi newspaper on Tuesday 
accused top U.N. arms inspector Rolf 
Ekeus of "aggressive remarks" and attempts 
to escalate tensions with Iraq. 

“Mr. Ekeus made late in January one of 
his most aggressive statements, exposing 
his impartiality and lost of independence," 
Al-lraq said in a commentary. 

Mr. Ekeus last month was reported to 
have told a Washington think-tank that 
weakly worded statements by the U.N. 
Security Council encouraged Iraq to 
obstruct efforts by his arms experts to scrap 
Baghdad’s weapons of mass destruction. 

Mr. Ekeus heads the U.N. Special 
Commission tUNSCOM) disarming Iraq 
under the 1991 Gulf war ceasefire. He is 
due in Baghdad on Feb. 20 in his latest bid 
to defuse a stand-off over wrecked missile 
parts which his commission would like to 
take abroad for analysis. 

"Such stands from UNSCOM’s chairman 
no longer surprise us. But what really stirs 
our anger is the fact that the criminal 
embargo continues because his commission 
is not subjective and independent," AI Iraq 
said. 


Rabin assassin’s female friend on 
trial for failing to prevent killing 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli authorities on 
Tuesday charged a female 
friend of Yitzhak Rabin's 
killer with failing to pre- 
vent the 1995 assassination 
of the prime minister, court 
officials said. 

Maigalit Har-Shefi. u 22- 
year-old student who li\es 
on a Jewish settlement in 
the West Bank, has said she 
never took seriously Yigal 
.Amir’s "crazy plans" to kill 
Rabin over his peace poli- 
cies. 

Har-Shefi. a religious Jew. 
was also charged in a Tel 
Aviv court with giving 
Amir the means to commit a 
crime — allegations relat- 
ing to information she pur- 
portedly gave him in con- 
nection with his plans to set 
up an anti -Arab under- 
ground. 

Har-Shefi could go to jail 
for up to two years if con- 
victed on the first charge of 
failing to prevent a crime. 

She faces a maximum 
sentence of three years on 
the second allegation that 
she gave Amir the location 
of an armoury in her settle- 
ment and the name of a 
chemist who could help him 
prepare explosives for use 
against Palestinians. 

Rabin was shot dead on 
Nov. 4, 1995, by Amir, a 
religious Jew opposed to 
Rabin’s policy of handing 
Arabs occupied la 1 id for 


peace. Har-Shefi was a 
friend of Amir's at Bar-IIan 
University near Tel Aviv. 

Amir was sentenced to jail 
for life. His brother and 
another friend were con- 
victed as conspirators and 
sentenced for five to 12 
years in prison. 

The justice ministry said it 
had closed the files of five 
other people investigated in 
the case and delayed press- 
ing charges against Har- 
Shefi until now because she 
was a witness in proceed- 
ings against the Amir broth- 
ers. 

"Hundreds of people 
heard him talk about 
(killing Rabin) but no one 
thought it would happen," 
Har-Shefi testified last July. 
"Yigal was a big dema- 
gogue and I thought it all 
was a big hoax.” 

Detained by police for 
two weeks after the assassi- 
nation. Har-Shefi was given 
a hero's welcome when she 
returned home to the West 
Bank settlement of beit el 
without any charges filed 
against her. 

Jewish settlers danced, 
cheered and uncorked 
champagne as she 
announced jubilantly: "It 
was like a holiday abroad." 

Asked about the decision 
to charge Har-Shefi, 
Rabin's widow Leah told 
Israel Radio that Israel’s 
right wing bore the brum of 


the blame for her husband’s 
death. 

"His killer was not (Amir) 
or (Har-Shefi) but an entire 
camp thar incited for a very 
long time against a man 
who was completely dedi- 
cated to the peace process 
and peace and security for 
Israel." she said. 

The charges are based on 
evidence ‘"that she heard 
from amir of his intentions 
to kill the prime minister 
and did not report them,” 
that she told Amir of a 
chemist who could help 
him prepare explosives. 

The charges were also 
against suspicion that Har- 
Shefi told Amir where 
weapons and ammunition 
are stored in the Jewish set- 
tlement of Beit El. where 
she lives. 

Har-Shefi was subpoe- 
naed to testify in Amir's 
trial after refusing to appear 
voluntarily. She was 
detained for 15 days follow- 
ing Rabin's assassination 
on suspicion of involvement 
in the conspiracy, but no 
charges were filed against 
her. 

During Amir’s trial, the 
judge instructed Har-Shefi 
nouo answer several ques- 
tions from the prosecutor, 
including whether she 
thought Rabin was a traitor, 
on grounds that she might 
incriminate herself. 


'Cuban 

doctor 

treating 

Uday' 


AMMAN (AFP) — A 
Cuban medical team led by 
President Fidel Castro’s per- 
sonal doctor is in Baghdad 
treating President Saddam 
Hussein's wounded son 
Uday, Iraqi sources here said 
Tuesday. 

The sources, who travelled 
from Baghdad to Amman the 
previous day, said Dr. 
Candinas is heading the ream 
of two surgeons, 

orthopaedic doctors and an 
anaesthetist who arrived sev- 
eral days ago overland from 
the Iranian border. 

The team has brought a 
mobile operating theatre for 
Uday. who was badly 

injured in an assassination 
bid on Dec. 12, the sources 
told AFP. adding they had 
seen the Cuban doctors. 

The 33 -year-old Uday. 
President Saddam’s eldest 
son, was shot while driving 
through Baghdad and took 
14 bullets. His Iraqi and 
French doctors say he needs 
a dangerous spine operation 
to remove two bullets still 
lodged between vertebrae. 

Iraqi sources have said that 
the operation, which carries 
the risk of causing total 
paralysis or death, is 
unavoidable because of 
Uday’s deteriorating health. 

His pancreas is also badly 
damaged and he has another 
two bullets lodged in the 
pelvis area, the sources said, 
adding that -surgery could 
only be performed abroad 
because Iraqi hospitals lack 
the necessary equipment. 

But at least three European 
countries contacted discreet- 
ly by Baghdad have declined 
to admit Uday to their hospi- 
tals. France has also publicly 
rejected an Iraqi request to 
admit him. Dr. Cardin as 
spent time in Baghdad dur- 
ing the 1980s to treat a back 
problem troubling President 
Saddam at the time. 
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Peace requires return of all 
Golan to Syria, Indyk says 

Tm ai mr i ad\ nc a mHoccoHnr r-iow ir never materialised. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — U.S. Ambassador 
Martin Indyk said Monday that he believed 
Israel could not reach peace with Syria with- 
out relinquishing the entire Golan Heights. 

don’t think that there is any possibility 
whatsoever ■■ That he (Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad) would be ready to sign a 
peace agreement with Israel short of full 
withdrawal,” Mr. Indyk told a meeting of the 
Israel-America Friendship Association. 

At the same time, Mr. Indyk said that the 
reward for returning the Golan would '’end 
the Arab-Israeli conflict” and enable Israel to 
end its increasingly costly occupation in 
South Lebanon. Last week 73 Lebanon- 
bound soldiers died in a helicopter crash. 

‘It would be a peace with ail of your neigh- 
bours because peace with Lebanon would 
follow." Mr. Indyk said "Syria, as the throb- 
bing heart of Arab nationalism, (would - ) set 
an example that would in many ways be 
more profound than any of the others who've 
made peace with Israel.” 

Mr. Indyk. a key member the U-S. team 
trying to broker Israeli-Syrian peace, spoke 
before flying to the United States to help 
President Bill Clinton to prepare for a sum- 
mit with Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu Thursday which is expected to 
focus on the effort to restart the stalled peace 
talks. 

Israel's previous prime ministers. Yitzhak 
Rabin and Shimon Peres, had reportedly 
agreed to return the Golan Heights in return 
for peace with Syria. But although a deal was 


close, it never materialised. 

Mr. Netanyahu, elected last may. opposes a 
full withdrawal and has refused Syria s 
demand to resume talks at the point where 
they stopped a year ago. Israeli officials now- 
speak of a future deal with Syria as involving 
a “territorial compromise" over the Golan. 

Israel radio said Mr. Netanyahu met with 
Golan settler leaders Monday and reiterated 
his pledge not to pull out of the Golan. 

Mr. Indyk said that in the previous round of 
talks, Mr. Assad "was willing .. to clarify 
what he meant by full peace tor full with- 
drawal. and he was ready to sign on, in his 
own way, to the elements of peace that 
(Israel) had defined as necessary.” 

“But on the question of full withdrawal in 
fact there was never any question, and I don’t 
believe that that situation has changed at all. 
I think (Assad’s.) requirements are clear and 
unquestionable.” 

Mr. Indyk stressed that he was not calling 
for a full withdrawal, only giving an “analyt- 
ical answer” to the question of whether a 
Golan compromise was possible. 

Mr. Indyk also said he saw the U.S.Role as 
providing Israel with the kind of support — 
making the United States Israel’s "second 
line of defence” — that enables it to take 
risks for peace. 

“Only if Israel feels secure in its relation- 
ship with the U.S. will Israel be able to make 
the calculated risks for peace that make the, 
peace process possible.” he said. 


80 % of Israelis oppose unilateral 
withdrawal from Lebanon — poll 

Majority favours pullout after peace accor'ds 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Nearly 80 per cent of 
Jewish Israelis oppose 
recent proposals to unilater- 
ally withdraw Israeli troops 
from the buffer zone they 
occupy in South Lebanon, 
according to a poll pub- 
lished Tuesday. 

The survey in the Maariv 
newspaper said only 16 per 
cent of some 500 people 
questioned supported 
pulling out of Lebanon even 
in the absence of a peace 
agreement with the 
Lebanese government or its 
Syrian patron, while 79.4 
per cent opposed such a 
move. 

Debate over Israel’s 15- 
year troop presence in 
Lebanon has grown in 
response io last week's 
crash of two military heli- 
copters ferrying Israeli sol- 
diers to Lebanon. Seventy- 
three soldiers were killed in 
Israel’s worst military air 
disaster. 

According to the survey 
published in Maariv, oppo- 
sition to pulling back troops 
without reaching peace 
agreements with Lebanon 
and Syria first has increased 
since the crash. 

In a Gallup poll conducted 
before the accident, 69 per 
cent of 468 respondents said 
they opposed a unilateral 
troop pullback, while 25 per 
cent supported it. 

Israel withdrew the bulk 
of its troops from Lebanon 
in June 1985, ending a 
three-year occupation. It 
established the so-called 
security zone in southern 
Lebanon to prevent attacks 
by guerrillas on northern 
Israel. 

Since June 1985, 181 
Israeli soldiers have been 
killed in clashes with 
Lebanese guerrillas in 
southern Lebanon. 

Israel says it has no terri- 
torial claims in Lebanon, 
but its peace talks with the 
Lebanese government 
remain deadlocked as long 
as there is no progress in 
talks with Syria, the main 


power broker in Lebanon. 

Israel has accused Syria of 
using Hizbollah in hopes of 
extracting concessions from 
Israel in peace talks. 

Syria demands that Israel 
return all of the Golan 
Heights in exchange for 
peace. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu has said be 
would not trade land for 
peace with Syria. 

Israeli politicians from 
both the governing and 
opposition camps launched 
an unprecedented public 
debate following last 
week’s copter crash on a 
possible unilateral with- 
drawal from Lebanon 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai, commenting on 
the Maariv poll, said “the 
survey results express the 
public’s confidence in the 
policies of the security 
establishment and the gov- 
ernment” 

“Under current reality, 
there is no alternative to the 
Israeli army holding south- 
ern Lebanon,” the minister 
said. “I appreciate the fact 
that the public understands 
Israel’s situation in the 
north.” 

U.S Ambassador Martin 
Indyk also joined the chorus 
of voices against a unilater- 
al pullout and backed a call 
issued by Mr. Netanyahu 
for an end to public debate 
on the issue. 

“I agree with the prime 
minister that the time is not 
yet ripe for that (withdraw- 
al),” Mr. Indyk told a gath- 
ering Monday night of the 
Israel-America Friendship 
Association. 

“If you want to achieve 
stroDg and lasting peace on 
any track it is only through 
negotiations,” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu is expect- 
ed to discuss ways of 
resuming negotiations with 
Syria when be visits 
Washington later this week 
(see page 2). 

Mr. Indyk said the Israeli 
leader and U.S. officials 
would “be consulting on a 


bridging formula" designed 
to bring Syria and Israel 
back to the negotiating 
table. 

Peace talks between the 
two sides have been sus- 
pended for a year. 

Iran has stepped up finan- 
cial and military aid to the 
Hizbollah militia in 
Lebanon so the guerrilla 
movement can expand 
attacks on Israeli forces 
occupying the south of the 
country, an Israeli press 
report said. 

The daily Haaretz, quot- 
ing a senior Israeli intelli- 
gence source. said 
Hizbollah and Iranian offi- 
cials met recently in the 
Syrian-controlled Bekaa 
Valley of eastern Lebanon 
to discuss increasing 
Tehran’s assistance to the 
movement.The purpose of 
the buildup is to escalate 
attacks on the Israeli-occu- 
pied zone in South 
Lebanon, the source said. 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy said earlier this month 
that Iran had already 
sharply increased arms 
shipments to Hizbollah 
since the end of Israel 
offensive against the move- 
ment last April. 

According to Mr. Levy, 30 
planeloads of weapons and 
other equipment transitted 
through Damascus on the 
way from Iran to Hizbollah 
during the last seven 
months of 1996 — com- 
pared to only three such 
deliveries during all of 


deliveries 

1995. 

Haaretz 

another 


Haaretz reported that 
another shipment of 
weaponry from Iran arrived 
in Hizbollah camps last 
week. 

The newspaper quoted an 
officer in the Israeli-allied 
South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) as saying Hizbollah 
"has built up a huge arsenal 
in villages under its control, 
including Sagger anti-tank 
missiles and remote-con- 
trolled bombs. 


Syria, Israel to attend Malta meeting 


WASHINGTON (R) — Syria has confirmed thar it will 
attend a European-Mediterranean conference in Malta in 
April that will also be attended by Israel. European Union 
Middle East envoy Miguel Angel Moratinos said on 
Monday. 

Mr. Moratinos told a Washington think-tank that Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk Al-Sharaa, Lebanese Foreign 
Minister Fans Bouez and Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy were all expected to be at the 27-nation conference 
opening on April 25. 

The meeting is a follow-up to a conference in Barcelona 
in November 1995 on cooperation between EU and 
Mediterranean rim countries. A major goal set by that con- 
ference was to create a free trade area in industrial goods by 
2010 . 

Syria and Israel w»ere also at Barcelona, but Syria and its 
ally Lebanon have refused to attend other multilateral con- 
ferences on regional issues as part of the U.S.-sponsored 
Middle East peace process. 

Israel broke off direct peace talks with Syria almost a year 
ago, and fundamental differences over the future of the 
Israeli-occupied Golan Heights have prevented a resump- 
tion. 


"The Malta meeting will be at foreign minister level so 
Mr. Farouk Al-Sharaa and Mr. Bouez from Lebanon will 
attend, and David Levy from Israel will attend." Mr 
Moratinos told the Washington Institute for Near East 
Policy. 

He said Syrian and Israeli officials, as well as business- 
men. also were expected to attend a forum on private invest- 
“““ h ? European-Mediterranean region in London 
March 6-7, but it was not yet known at what level. 

Mr.^ Moratinos. a Spaniard, said the Barcelona process 
was a very important leverage for the whole peace 
process an d was “the only framework (in which) ffie 
Syrians and Lebanese sit together with tbe Israelis ” 

President Hafez 
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Rangers resume 
capture of 
roaming bison 


YELLOWSTONE NA- 
TIONAL PARK. Wyo- 
ming (R) — Th tf 

Yellowstone National Park 
has resumed capturing 
bison at the northern edge 
of the park because heavy 
snows have forced too 
many into the area in 
search of food. The big. 
shaggy animals. also 
known as buffalo, can 
weigh as much as one ton 
and sprint at 50 kilometres 
per hour. They have been 
migrating toward the 
park’s northern border and 
into areas in Montana 
where cattle graze. Bison 
carry brucellosis, a disease 
that if spread to cattle can 
cause spontaneous abor- 
tion. Some 700 bison have 
been sent to slaughter- 
houses under a programme 
to keep them out of graz- 
ing areas in Montana. 


Bucaram plans 
international tour 


GUAYAQUIL, Ecuador 
(R) — Ecuador’s ousted 
President Abdulla 

Bucaram says he will start 
an international tour next 
weekend to explain why 
and how he was victim of 
what he called a military- 
backed “congressional 
coup". Bucaram. stripped 
of his powers Iasi week by 
congress on grounds of 
"mental incompetence.’’ 
told Reuters he planned to 
traveL to the United States 
and several Latin 

American countries, 
including Mexico. Brazil. 
Argentina. Peru, Colombia 
and Panama. Speaking at 
his home in the Pacific 
coast city of Guayaquil, 
Ecuador’s largest city and 
its economic hub, 

Bucaram reiterated he was 
still "the president of the 
republic because nobody 
has legally guaranteed the 
legality of the decision" to 
oust him after only six 
months in power. 


‘Underground 
railroad’ to have 
museum in U.S. 


CINCINNATI (R) — 

Officials of a new founda- 
tion plan to build an $80 
million museum honour- 
ing' the "underground rail- 
road”, a secret network of 
people who helped run- 
away slaves before the 
civil war. The newly 
formed National 

Underground Railroad 
Freedom Centre "will 
stand as a beacon of free- 
dom in Cincinnati,” civil 
rights leader Vernon 
Jordan said in a statement. 
From about 1830 to 1860, 
people who opposed slav- 
ery often hid fugitives in 
their homes as "the run- 
aways made their way 
from the southern slave- 
holding states to the north- 
ern free states where slav- 
ery had been abolished, or 
to Canada. Cincinnati, just 
across the Ohio River from 
Kentucky, was "a haven on 
the critical dividing line 
between the slave south 
and the free north," Jordan 
said. 


Woman lives 


without heartbeat 
for hours 


B ut *e EU envoy, who is in Washington to confer with 
his U.S. countemarr TVnnk Pr.cc j _ . . ” WIth 


ms UA counterpart Dennis Ross, said on Mont£ v T 
Israeh-Synan situation was “still very difficult” and'th^ 
appealed no prospect of talks resuming soon 


CHICAGO (R) _ A 
woman whose heart 
stopped beating for hours 
when she spent the night 
in a car during severe cold 
was released from a hospi- 
tal after recovering, doc- 
tors said. The 67 -year-old 
woman told reporters she 
did not remember how or 
why she wound up in the 
caron the night of Jan. IS 
when temperatures fell 
below zero Fahrenheit. 
Doctors at Loyola 
University Medical Centre 
said the woman’s heart 
had not beaten for hours 
and her body temperature 
had fallen to about 75 ^ 
degrees fahrenheir 

more than 20 decrees 
below normal — when she 
was brought into the hos- 
pital. 
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